
Wellington Waterloo And The Fortunes Of
Peace 1814 1852
The period between 1814 and 1852 was a defining era in European history.
During this time, the Duke of Wellington played a crucial role in shaping the
continent's fortunes, particularly through his involvement in the Battle of Waterloo.
This article delves into the significance of Wellington's actions and examines the
impact of the peace that followed the Napoleonic Wars.

The Rise of Wellington

Arthur Wellesley, the Duke of Wellington, emerged as a prominent military figure
during the Napoleonic Wars. His success in various battles earned him
recognition and ultimately led to his appointment as the commander of the Allied
forces that defeated Napoleon at Waterloo in 1815. Wellington's tactical skills and
leadership played a pivotal role in securing victory, bringing an end to Napoleon's
rule and reshaping the balance of power in Europe.

The Battle of Waterloo

The Battle of Waterloo, fought on June 18, 1815, near Brussels, Belgium, is
regarded as one of the most significant battles in history. It pitted the armies of
Napoleon Bonaparte against a coalition of British, Dutch, and Prussian forces led
by Wellington. This clash of powers marked the end of the Napoleonic era and
the beginning of a new era of European diplomacy.
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Wellington's military genius was on full display during this battle. Despite being
outnumbered, his strategic positioning and defensive tactics thwarted Napoleon's
advances. The resilience and determination of Wellington's troops ultimately
ensured victory, halting Napoleon's attempt to regain control over Europe. The
Battle of Waterloo forever etched Wellington's name in history as a formidable
military leader and a symbol of resistance against tyranny.

Wellington's Legacy and the Fortunes of Peace

Following Waterloo, Europe experienced an era of relative peace and stability.
The Congress of Vienna, convened in 1814-1815, aimed to establish a new
balance of power to prevent future conflicts. As a key participant in these
negotiations, Wellington played a crucial role in shaping the post-Napoleonic
order.

Wellington's contributions extended beyond the battlefield. As the British Prime
Minister from 1828 to 1830 and again from 1834 to 1835, he implemented
domestic reforms and advocated for political moderation. His leadership helped
maintain stability within the British Isles and fostered a period of economic growth
and social progress.
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The Challenges of Peace

However, the period of peace that followed Waterloo was not without its
challenges. Economic instability, social unrest, and political pressures tested the
strength of the post-Napoleonic order. In particular, the rise of nationalism and
demands for greater democracy posed significant challenges to the established
European monarchies and their quest for stability.

The Revolutions of 1848

One of the most notable events during this period was the wave of revolutions
that swept across Europe in 1848. Sparked by economic hardships, political
grievances, and calls for liberal reforms, these uprisings threatened the existing
order and led to significant political and social changes. While the revolutions did
not achieve their ultimate goals of widespread democratic reforms, they marked a
turning point in the struggle for political rights and laid the groundwork for future
reforms.

The years between 1814 and 1852 were a transformative period in European
history. Wellington's role in the Battle of Waterloo and his subsequent influence
on the post-Napoleonic order cannot be overstated. His military achievements
and political leadership helped shape the fortunes of peace and set the stage for
a Europe grappling with the challenges of progress and reform. Wellington's
legacy as a military strategist, statesman, and advocate for stability remains a
testament to his enduring impact.
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The preeminent Wellington biographer presents a fascinating reassessment of
the Duke’s most famous victory and his political career after Waterloo.

The Duke of Wellington’s momentous victory over Napoleon at the Battle of
Waterloo was the culminating point of a brilliant military career. Yet Wellington’s
achievements were far from over. He commanded the allied army of occupation
in France to the end of 1818, returned home to a seat in Lord Liverpool’s cabinet,
and became prime minister in 1828. He later served as a senior minister in
Robert Peel’s government and remained Commander-in-Chief of the Army for a
decade until his death in 1852.
 
In this richly detailed work, the second and concluding volume of Rory Muir’s
definitive biography, the author offers a substantial reassessment of Wellington’s
significance as a politician and a nuanced view of the private man behind the
legendary hero. Muir presents new insights into Wellington’s determination
to keep peace at home and abroad, achieved by maintaining good relations with
the Continental powers, resisting radical agitation, and granting political equality
to the Catholics in Ireland. Countering one-dimensional image of Wellington as a
national hero, Muir paints a nuanced portrait of a man whose austere public
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demeanor belied his entertaining, gossipy, generous, and unpretentious private
self.
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