
Unveiling the Untold World: General
Introduction To The 12 Volumes Of
Translations Ancient Commentators On
Welcome, curious minds and history enthusiasts! Prepare yourself for a journey
through time as we unravel the fascinating world of ancient commentators and
their invaluable translations. In this article, we will explore the 12 volumes that
open the gates to the wisdom of the past, shedding light on civilizations long
gone. Get ready to dive into a rich tapestry of knowledge and rediscover the
voices that shaped our understanding of history.

Before we embark on this captivating adventure, let's first understand the
significance of ancient commentators. Throughout history, many great minds
have devoted their lives to interpreting and expanding upon the works of earlier
scholars. These commentators played a crucial role in preserving knowledge and
making it accessible to future generations.

Spanning various fields of expertise such as philosophy, literature, science, and
mathematics, these volumes are a testament to the continuous development of
human intellect. By studying these translations, we not only gain valuable insights
into the thoughts and ideas of the past but also witness the evolution of human
civilization.
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The first volume of these translations takes us to the heart of classical Greek
philosophy. Step into the realm of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle as their works are
meticulously analyzed and interpreted. Explore the birth of logic, the nature of
morality, and the quest for knowledge – all crucial foundations upon which our
modern society is built.

Volume two invites us into the world of ancient literature. Delve into the
masterpieces of Virgil, Homer, and Ovid, among others, as commentators unlock
hidden meanings and contextual nuances. Witness the power of words and how
they captured the essence of the human experience in eras long past.

In volume three, we journey into the realm of ancient scientific discoveries. From
Archimedes' principles of physics to Hippocrates' medical theories, prepare to be
amazed as commentators decipher complex concepts and unveil the genius of
ancient minds. These translations bring to life the thought processes and
experimentation that laid the groundwork for our modern scientific advancements.

The subsequent volumes take us further into fascinating territories, each offering
a unique perspective on ancient scholarship. Volume four explores mathematical
treatises by Euclid and Pythagoras, volume five delves into the world of
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astronomy and astrology, and volume six examines the accomplishments of
ancient architects and engineers who erected marvels that still bewilder us today.

Continue your journey through the remaining volumes to unveil insights into law,
ethics, political philosophy, and the colorful tapestry of the Hellenistic era. Each
volume presents a treasure trove of knowledge, allowing us to bridge the gap
between the past and the present.

Now, you might be wondering why these translations matter in our modern world.
In an ever-changing society, it is crucial to understand our roots and the
progression of human ideas. By studying these ancient commentators, we
develop a deeper appreciation for the intellectual heritage that shapes our
present lives.

These volumes also provide us with lessons from the past that can guide our own
path forward. By observing the successes and failures of our predecessors, we
gain invaluable insights into our own society's challenges and opportunities for
growth.

Moreover, the translations of ancient commentators encourage interdisciplinary
thinking and foster a holistic approach to knowledge. They enable us to connect
the dots between seemingly disparate disciplines and gain a broader
understanding of the interconnectedness of ideas throughout history.

As you embark on your own exploration of these 12 volumes, be prepared to find
yourselves mesmerized by the elegance of the language, the remarkable depth of
thought, and the timeless relevance of ancient ideas. Let these translations
unlock a realm of knowledge, inviting you to ponder the profound questions that
have captivated humanity since the dawn of civilization.



So, fellow seekers of wisdom, don your metaphorical scholar's robes, and
embark on this transformative journey through the 12 volumes of translations of
ancient commentators. Prepare to embark upon a path of intellectual awakening
that transcends time and space, and rediscover the immense richness that lies
hidden within the annals of human history.
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Supporting the twelve volumes of translation of Simplicius' great commentary on
Aristotle's Physics, all published by Bloomsbury in the Ancient Commentators on
Aristotle series, between 1992 and 2021, this volume presents a general to the
commentary. It covers the philosophical aims of Simplicius' commentaries on the
Physics and the related text On the Heaven; Simplicius' methods and his use of
earlier sources; and key themes and comparison with Philoponus' commentary
on the same text.

Simplicius treats the Physics as a universal study of the principles of all natural
things underlying the account of the cosmos in On the Heaven. In both treatises,
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he responds at every stage to the now lost Peripatetic commentaries of
Alexander of Aphrodisias, which set Aristotle in opposition to Plato and to earlier
thinkers such as Parmenides, Empedocles and Anaxagoras. On each passage,
Simplicius after going through Alexander's commentary raises difficulties for the
text of Aristotle as interpreted by Alexander. Then, after making observations
about details of the text, and often going back to a direct reading of the older
philosophers (for whom he is now often our main source, as he is for Alexander's
commentary),he proposes his own solution to the difficulties, introduced with a
modest 'perhaps', which reads Aristotle as in harmony with Plato and earlier
thinkers.
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