
Unveiling the Truth: Gramsci Common Sense
Inequality And Its Narratives
When it comes to social and economic inequality, there are many theories and
perspectives that try to shed light on its causes and consequences. One such
theory, often overlooked or misunderstood, is Antonio Gramsci's concept of
common sense inequality and the role of narratives in perpetuating it. In this
article, we will delve into Gramsci's ideas, explore the power of common sense in
shaping societal beliefs, and analyze the narratives that contribute to sustaining
inequality in our modern world.

The Gramscian Perspective: Understanding Common Sense
Inequality

Antonio Gramsci, an Italian Marxist philosopher, highlighted the significance of
common sense in reproducing inequality in society. He argued that common
sense, as opposed to formal education or intellectualism, plays a crucial role in
shaping people's values, norms, and beliefs. Common sense is a set of ideas,
often taken for granted, that appear to be "common knowledge" to a society.

Gramsci believed that the ruling class, or the bourgeoisie, relies on the
establishment of a hegemonic culture that justifies and perpetuates their power
and privilege. This hegemonic culture encompasses ideas about what is normal,
acceptable, and desirable, which become embedded in the common sense of the
masses. By controlling the narratives that shape common sense, the ruling class
can maintain their position of dominance.
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Gramsci's concept of hegemony emphasizes the power of cultural and ideological
control as a means of maintaining a social order that benefits the ruling class.
Inequality is not merely a result of economic disparities, but also a reflection of
the dominant ideas and values that are considered common sense within a
society.

The Role of Narratives: Unraveling the Power of Storytelling

Narratives, or stories, have a profound impact on how society perceives and
understands the world. They shape our common sense by providing frameworks
through which we interpret our experiences and make sense of the social
structures around us.

Gramsci argued that narratives are essential tools for maintaining and reinforcing
inequality. Dominant narratives, typically crafted and disseminated by the ruling
class, present a distorted reality that supports their interests and justifies the
existing power dynamics.

These narratives often perpetuate harmful stereotypes, stigmatize marginalized
groups, and promote a victim-blaming mentality. By constructing a narrative
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where the oppressed are blamed for their own misfortune, the ruling class can
divert attention away from the systemic issues that perpetuate inequality.

For example, a common narrative in many societies is that poverty is a result of
individual laziness or lack of initiative. By focusing on personal responsibility, this
narrative overlooks the structural barriers and systemic inequalities that prevent
upward mobility for certain groups. It reinforces the common sense belief that
success is solely determined by one's efforts and disregards the influence of
factors such as race, class, and gender.

Narratives also play a crucial role in shaping perceptions of social movements
and collective action. The ruling class often paints these movements as threats to
stability, using narratives of chaos and disorder to discourage support and
maintain the status quo. The Occupy Wall Street movement, for example, was
often portrayed as a group of unruly protesters rather than a legitimate critique of
income inequality.

Challenging Common Sense Inequality: Building Counter-Narratives

If common sense inequality is deeply ingrained in society through narratives, then
challenging and transforming these narratives becomes a key strategy for
overcoming inequality. By unveiling the hidden power dynamics behind dominant
narratives, we can expose the flawed common sense beliefs that maintain
inequality.

Here are some steps we can take to challenge common sense inequality:

1. Amplify Marginalized Voices: By listening to and elevating the voices of
marginalized groups, we can gain insights into the realities that challenge
dominant narratives.



2. Promote Intersectional Perspectives: Recognizing the interconnectedness
of different forms of oppression, such as race, gender, and class, allows us
to develop more comprehensive narratives that address multiple layers of
inequality.

3. Educate and Empower: By promoting critical thinking and media literacy,
we can equip individuals with the tools to deconstruct and analyze narratives,
fostering a more informed and conscious society.

4. Create Counter-Narratives: It is crucial to develop alternative narratives
that challenge the dominant common sense beliefs. These counter-
narratives should highlight the systemic nature of inequality and emphasize
the importance of collective action in creating a more equitable society.

The Relevance of Gramsci's Ideas in the Modern World

Gramsci's insights on common sense inequality and the power of narratives
continue to resonate in our modern society. In an era of unprecedented access to
information, the ruling class has adapted their strategies to maintain control over
narratives through media manipulation, fake news, and social media algorithms.

Recognizing the role of common sense in perpetuating inequality is the first step
towards dismantling it. By questioning dominant narratives and actively seeking
alternative perspectives, we can challenge common sense beliefs and work
towards a fairer and more just society.

, Antonio Gramsci's concept of common sense inequality and the role of
narratives provide a fresh lens through which we can understand the complexity
of inequality in our world. By examining the power dynamics behind dominant
narratives and actively promoting counter-narratives, we can strive towards a



more equitable future where the voices and experiences of all individuals are
valued and respected.
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Acknowledged as one of the classics of twentieth-century Marxism, Antonio
Gramsci's Prison Notebooks contains a rich and nuanced theorization of class
that provides insights that extend far beyond economic inequality. In Gramsci's
Common Sense Kate Crehan offers new ways to understand the many forms that
structural inequality can take, including in regards to race, gender, sexual
orientation, and religion. Presupposing no previous knowledge of Gramsci on the
part of the reader, she introduces the Prison Notebooks and provides an overview
of Gramsci’s notions of subalternity, intellectuals, and common sense, putting
them in relation to the work of thinkers such as Bourdieu, Arendt, Spivak, and
Said. In the case studies of the Tea Party and Occupy Wall Street movements,
Crehan theorizes the complex relationships between the experience of inequality,
exploitation, and oppression, as well as the construction of political narratives.
Gramsci's Common Sense is an accessible and concise to a key Marxist thinker
whose works illuminate the increasing inequality in the twenty-first century.
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