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Have you ever wondered what life was like during a severe epidemic? Daniel
Defoe's "Journal of the Plague Year" takes us back to the haunting days of
London's devastating plague outbreak in 1665. This historic piece of literature
provides a firsthand account of the horrors and challenges faced by the city's
residents. In this study guide, we will delve into the themes, symbolism,
characters, and historical context of Defoe's masterpiece, unraveling its hidden
depths that continue to captivate readers even today.

The Historical Context

Before delving into the details of the novel, let's first understand the historical
backdrop against which Defoe composed the Journal. The Great Plague of
London occurred between 1665 and 1666, resulting in the deaths of 100,000
Londoners. We will explore the social, economic, and political aspects of this
tumultuous period, which greatly influenced Defoe's writing and shaped the world
portrayed in his Journal of the Plague Year.

The Symbolism and Themes

Defoe's Journal of the Plague Year goes beyond mere documentation of a
historical event. It is filled with symbolism and explores various themes that are
still relevant today. We will unravel the symbolism behind the plague, the meaning
of the empty streets and abandoned houses, and the portrayal of human nature
during times of crisis. This guide will help you appreciate the profound messages



encoded within the text and analyze their significance in relation to the ongoing
pandemic.
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The Characters: Heroes and Survivors

Within the pages of Defoe's Journal, we encounter a myriad of characters who
endure the horrors of the plague in different ways. From the brave and resilient
individuals who selflessly help others to the desperate and opportunistic
individuals who exploit the crisis for personal gain, we will analyze and discuss
the motivations and actions of these characters. By understanding their journeys,
we gain valuable insights into the complexities of human behavior in times of
adversity.

The Influence on Literature and Culture

Defoe's Journal of the Plague Year has had a profound impact on literature and
culture, serving as a source of inspiration for many subsequent works. We will
explore the influence of this novel on other authors, its contribution to the genre of
historical fiction, and its enduring relevance amidst contemporary global crises.
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Discover how the Journal serves as a timeless reminder of the resilience and
strength humanity possesses, even in the darkest of times.

As we conclude this study guide, you will have gained a comprehensive
understanding of Daniel Defoe's Journal of the Plague Year. Armed with an in-
depth analysis of the historical background, symbolism, themes, and characters
within the novel, you will be equipped to appreciate and engage with this work of
literature on a profound level. Delve into the pages of Defoe's masterpiece and
unravel the secrets it holds, as you immerse yourself in the haunting world of
London's plague-ridden streets.
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Course Hero Study Guides:

Get Unstuck!

You've read the book, but you don't understand the symbolism. You've been to
every class, but it's 2 a.m. and your essay is due at 9:00. Your midterm is Friday
and you need a boost. 
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We've been there. We know what it's like to study, work, have a life, do your best,
and still need help. Course Hero Study Guides untie the knots. You do the work--
we give you the tools to make every minute count. We help you get unstuck.

 

Course Hero Study Guide for A Journal of the Plague Year includes:

An infographic depicting the plot and main characters

A chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis

Key quotes

An overview, context, plot summary, characters, symbols, themes, and bio of
Daniel Defoe
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