
Unraveling the Legend: Sherman Civil War -
The Untold Stories

A few individuals throughout history have managed to etch their names into the
annals of time, forever becoming synonymous with bravery, strategy, and
leadership. One such figure is General William Tecumseh Sherman, who rose to
prominence during the American Civil War. In this article, we will delve into the
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illustrious life of Sherman and the significant impact he had on the Civil War that
shaped the destiny of a nation.

The Early Years and Military Career

Born on February 8, 1820, in Lancaster, Ohio, William Tecumseh Sherman grew
up in a household that valued education, discipline, and service. He hailed from a
family with a strong military background, with his father being a prominent judge
and his grandfather serving as a Revolutionary War officer.
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Sherman enrolled in the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1836,
immersing himself in rigorous training and academic pursuits. His time at West
Point laid the foundation for his future success as a military tactician and leader.
Upon graduation in 1840, he began a lifelong career in the military, serving in
various positions and locations across the country.

The Outbreak of the Civil War
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The tensions between the Northern and Southern states eventually erupted,
giving birth to the American Civil War in 1861. Sherman, now an experienced
military officer, found himself thrust into the heart of the conflict.

Initially, Sherman served under General Ulysses S. Grant, forming a formidable
partnership that would shape the course of the war. Sherman's remarkable
strategic abilities shone through during the Battle of Shiloh in 1862, where his
decisive actions turned the tide of the battle in favor of the Union forces.

As the war progressed, Sherman continued to distinguish himself on the
battlefield, earning several promotions and accolades for his exceptional
leadership and tactics. His campaigns, most notably the Atlanta Campaign and
the March to the Sea, showcased his boldness and innovation.

Sherman's "Total War" Strategy

Sherman is often remembered for his implementation of the "total war" strategy,
an approach that aimed to disrupt the morale and resources of the Confederate
forces. Through his destructive marches across the South and the infamous
burning of Atlanta, Sherman struck fear into the hearts of the enemy, ultimately
contributing to their defeat.

This strategy, while highly controversial, proved to be effective in crippling the
Confederacy. Sherman's destructive actions aimed to break the will of the
Southern population, forcing them to surrender and hastening the end of the war.

The Aftermath and Legacy

The impacts of Sherman's actions during the Civil War extended far beyond the
battlefield. While revered by the Union forces, he was vilified by many in the
South due to the destruction he wrought upon their homes and cities.



Despite the animosity, Sherman's prowess as a military strategist cannot be
denied. His innovative tactics paved the way for future generations of military
leaders, shaping the way wars would be fought for years to come.

After the Civil War, Sherman continued to serve his country, eventually becoming
the General of the Army, the highest-ranking officer in the United States military.
He played a vital role in Reconstruction, working towards healing the wounds
inflicted by the war and reintegrating the Confederate states back into the Union.

The story of Sherman Civil War is one of bravery, innovation, and controversy.
General William Tecumseh Sherman's remarkable military career, highlighted by
his strategic genius and implementation of the "total war" strategy, played a
pivotal role in shaping the outcome of the American Civil War.

While opinions may differ regarding the morality and legacy of his actions, there
is no denying that Sherman left an indelible mark on the pages of history.
Whether remembered as a hero or a destructive force, his contributions to the
Union cause will continue to be studied and debated for generations to come.
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The first major modern edition of the wartime correspondence of General William
T. Sherman, this volume features more than 400 letters written between the
election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 and the day Sherman bade farewell to his
troops in 1865. Together, they trace Sherman's rise from obscurity to become one
of the Union's most famous and effective warriors.
Arranged chronologically and grouped into chapters that correspond to significant
phases in Sherman's life, the letters--many of which have never before been
published--reveal Sherman's thoughts on politics, military operations, slavery and
emancipation, the South, and daily life in the Union army, as well as his reactions
to such important figures as General Ulysses S. Grant and President Lincoln.
Lively, frank, opinionated, discerning, and occasionally extremely wrong-headed,
these letters mirror the colorful personality and complex mentality of the man who
wrote them. They offer the reader an invaluable glimpse of the Civil War as
Sherman saw it.
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