
Uncovering the Fascinating History of 3rd
Field Artillery Regiment: The Loyal Company
And The Rich Heritage of New Brunswick

When delving into the history of New Brunswick, one cannot overlook the
remarkable journey of the 3rd Field Artillery Regiment, also known as The Loyal
Company. This exceptional regiment has played an integral role in shaping the
military landscape, fostering patriotism, and protecting the values cherished by
the people of this beautiful Canadian province.

A Glimpse into the Origins

Founded in 1871, The Loyal Company traces its beginnings to a time when New
Brunswick sought to establish a dedicated artillery unit that would defend against
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potential threats and contribute to the defense of Canada as a whole. With a
commitment to loyalty, honor, and service, this regiment quickly rose through the
ranks to become an esteemed and indispensable part of the Canadian Army.
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Symbolism in The Loyal Company's Crest

The crest of The Loyal Company speaks volumes about its values and
dedication. Featuring a cannon surrounded by maple leaves, the crest intertwines
the regiment's artillery-focused mission with its deep-rooted Canadian identity. It
symbolizes a willingness to defend the homeland and protect the people.

A Legacy of Service and Sacrifice

Throughout its long and illustrious history, The Loyal Company has played a vital
role in numerous conflicts and peacekeeping missions. From World War I and
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World War II to more recent military operations, the regiment has consistently
displayed unwavering bravery and a spirit of selflessness.

One of the most notable contributions of The Loyal Company was during the
Battle of Vimy Ridge in 1917. The regiment's brave soldiers fought valiantly and
made a significant impact on the success of the Canadian Corps in capturing this
strategically important ridge.

Moreover, The Loyal Company has continuously served as a pillar of support for
local communities in times of need. Its soldiers have been actively involved in
disaster response efforts, providing aid, support, and relief to those affected by
natural disasters or other emergencies.

The Regiment Today

Despite the passing of time, The Loyal Company remains an essential part of
New Brunswick's military heritage. Its soldiers undergo rigorous training and
adhere to strict discipline, ensuring they are always ready to defend their nation.

As technology and warfare have evolved, so too has The Loyal Company. Today,
it operates advanced artillery systems and implements cutting-edge strategies to
maintain effectiveness on the battlefield. The regiment's commitment to
innovation is a testament to its unwavering dedication to the defense of Canada.

Preserving the Rich Heritage of New Brunswick

The 3rd Field Artillery Regiment, The Loyal Company, is not just an embodiment
of military excellence but also an important custodian of New Brunswick's history.
The regiment actively engages in community events, proudly participating in
parades, historical reenactments, and commemorations.



Whether it is the annual Royal Artillery Day or the stirring Remembrance Day
ceremonies, The Loyal Company exemplifies the strong bond that exists between
the regiment and the people it serves.

Joining The Loyal Ranks

For aspiring individuals who wish to become a part of this honorable regiment,
there are opportunities to join The Loyal Company. With a strong focus on
teamwork, discipline, and personal growth, becoming a member of The Loyal
Company is both a great responsibility and a rewarding experience.

From the moment they take the oath, the new recruits become part of a rich
tradition, a legacy that spans over a century. Each soldier finds themselves
enveloped in a sense of kinship and pride as they contribute to the ongoing story
of The Loyal Company.

The 3rd Field Artillery Regiment, The Loyal Company, serves as a symbol of
bravery, honor, and dedication to New Brunswick and Canada. Its history is
intertwined with the rich heritage of this beautiful province, and its soldiers
represent the very essence of sacrifice and service.

As the regiment continues to march forward, upholding its traditions and
embracing the challenges of the modern world, it remains a steadfast reminder of
the sacrifices made by those who have come before and a beacon of hope for
those who aspire to serve.
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Loyal Gunners uniquely encapsulates the experience of Canadian militia gunners
and their units into a single compelling narrative that centres on the artillery units
of New Brunswick. The story of those unitsis a profoundly Canadian story: one of
dedication and sacrifice in service of great guns and of Canada.

The 3rd Field Regiment (The Loyal Company),Royal Canadian Artillery, is
Canada’s oldest artillery unit, dating to the founding of the Loyal Company in
Saint John in 1793. Since its centennial in 1893, 3rd Field—in various
permutations of medium, coastal, and anti-aircraft artillery—has formed the core
of New Brunswick’s militia artillery, and it has endured into the twenty-first century
as the last remaining artillery unit in the province.

This book is the first modern assessment of the development of Canadian heavy
artillery in the Great War, the first look at the development of artillery in general in
both world wars, and the first exploration of the development and operational
deployment of anti-tank artillery in the Second World War. It also tells a universal
story of survival as it chronicles the fortunes of New Brunswick militia units
through the darkest days of the Cold War, when conventional armed forces were
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entirely out of favour. In 1950 New Brunswick had four and a half regiments of
artillery; by 1970 it had one—3rd Field.

Loyal Gunners traces the rise and fall of artillery batteries in New Brunswick as
the nature of modern war evolved. From the Great War to Afghanistan it provides
the most comprehensive account to date of Canada’s gunners.
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