
The Untold Story of Secret Nation: The Hidden
Armenians of Turkey That Will Leave You
Speechless

Armenia, a small country nestled in the Caucasus region, holds a rich history and
vibrant culture that cannot be ignored. However, lurking beneath the surface lies
a remarkable secret - the presence of a hidden Armenian community in
neighboring Turkey. These Secret Armenians, descendants of survivors who
managed to escape the tragic events of the early 20th century, have been living a
life shrouded in secrecy, hiding their true identities and heritage.

The Journey Begins
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The story of the Hidden Armenians starts with the Armenian Genocide of 1915.
During this dark period, the Ottoman Empire, under the rule of the Young Turks,
initiated a systematic deportation and mass execution of the Armenian
population. As a result, countless Armenians were forced to flee their homes,
leaving behind their belongings, culture, and even their identities.
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However, some Armenians managed to survive by blending into the Turkish
population, intermarrying, and outwardly adopting Islam, thus concealing their
Armenian roots. These individuals and their descendants became the unknowing
carriers of a valuable yet hidden heritage.

The Secret Lives

For nearly a century, the Hidden Armenians lived in fear of discovery, forced to
suppress their true identities for the sake of survival. They were torn between
preserving their ancient culture internally and appearing as ordinary Turkish
citizens externally.
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Despite the risks, some individuals have started to reclaim their Armenian
heritage, unveiling the hidden past that had been fiercely guarded for
generations. With newfound courage, these Secret Armenians have been
contributing to the evolving narrative of Turkey's complex ethnic identity.

The Rediscovery

In recent years, an increasing number of Hidden Armenians have come forward,
presenting a complex challenge to both their personal lives and Turkey as a
whole. Their stories have captivated the world, shedding light on a long-kept
secret and highlighting the struggle to reconcile their dual identities.

Through documentaries, photographs, and personal accounts, the voices of the
Hidden Armenians have reached a global audience, raising awareness about
their existence and demanding recognition.

A Rich Cultural Heritage

The Hidden Armenians carry within them an invaluable cultural heritage, one that
has survived against all odds. From traditional music and dance to elaborate
culinary traditions, their customs and practices reflect the spirit of an ancient
civilization that refuses to be forgotten.

By embracing their true identity, the Secret Armenians have begun to reestablish
connections with their distant homeland, Armenia. Through cultural exchanges
and visits, they seek to rebuild their forgotten ties and bridge the divide that has
kept them apart for generations.

The Road Ahead

While the journey to acceptance is still ongoing, the courage and resilience
demonstrated by the Hidden Armenians inspire hope for a brighter future.



Through their stories, the world has gained a deeper understanding of the
complexities of identity, the power of heritage, and the potential for unity amid
diversity.

As we unveil the secret nation of the Hidden Armenians, let us remember their
struggles and celebrate their triumphs, for their journey stands as a testament to
the indomitable human spirit in the face of adversity.

The story of the Hidden Armenians is an extraordinary tale of survival, resilience,
and the timeless pursuit of one's true identity. It serves as a reminder that
heritage should never be forgotten, for it is the thread that weaves together the
tapestry of our collective history.

As the world continues to uncover the secrets of this hidden community, we must
offer our support and understanding, fostering a culture of acceptance and
inclusivity. Together, we can celebrate and honor the Hidden Armenians and their
remarkable journey.
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It has long been assumed that no Armenian presence remained in eastern Turkey
after the 1915 massacres. As a result of what has come to be called the
Armenian Genocide, those who survived in Anatolia were assimilated as Muslims,
with most losing all traces of their Christian identity.
In fact, some did survive and together with their children managed during the last
century to conceal their origins. Many of these survivors were orphans, adopted
by Turks, only discovering their `true' identity late into their adult lives. Outwardly,
they are Turks or Kurds and while some are practising Muslims, others continue
to uphold Christian and Armenian traditions behind closed doors.
In recent years, a growing number of `secret Armenians' have begun to emerge
from the shadows. Spurred by the bold voices of journalists like Hrant Dink, the
Armenian newspaper editor murdered in Istanbul in 2007, the pull towards
freedom of speech and soul-searching are taking hold across the region. Avedis
Hadjian has travelled to the towns and villages once densely populated by
Armenians, recording stories of survival and discovery from those who remain in
a region that is deemed unsafe for the people who once lived there.
This book takes the reader to the heart of these hidden communities for the first
time, unearthing their unique heritage and identity. Revealing the lives of a
peoples that have been trapped in a history of denial for more than a century,
Secret Nation is essential reading for anyone with an interest in the aftermath of
the Armenian Genocide in the very places where the events occurred.
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