
The Untold Story: Officials and the Fall of the
Shah

Once a powerful and respected leader, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, also known as
the Shah of Iran, was forced to flee his country in 1979 amidst a revolution that
shaped the course of history. The fall of the Shah was a turning point in Iran's
political journey, which witnessed the rise of a theocratic regime under Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini. While the Shah was blamed for a range of issues, it is crucial
to delve deeper into the role of certain officials whose actions played a pivotal
role in bringing about his demise.

The Shah's Ascent to Power

The story of the Shah begins in 1941 when his father abdicated the throne
following British and Soviet military presence in Iran. Mohammad Reza Pahlavi
was only 22 years old when he was declared the new Shah and embarked on a
path of modernization and Westernization in Iran. Under the influence of the
United States and United Kingdom, the Shah introduced political and social
reforms, transforming Iran into a prosperous and secular monarchy.

However, as time went on, the Shah's policies faced mounting criticism from
various factions. The Shah's authoritarian style of governance, coupled with
allegations of corruption and suppression of political dissidents, led to growing
unrest among the Iranian population. Critics argue that the Shah's close alliance
with Western powers deepened the divide between the ruling elite and the
masses, eroding faith in the monarchy.
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Action Behind the Scenes

While the Shah himself bore the brunt of public discontent, there were certain
officials who seized this opportunity to undermine his rule. One such figure was
SAVAK (Organization of Intelligence and National Security),Iran's intelligence
agency notorious for its brutal crackdown on opposition groups. SAVAK,
established with the support of the United States during the Shah's reign, was
widely accused of human rights abuses and torture.

While it is true that SAVAK operated under the Shah's command, some officials
within the organization took advantage of their positions for personal gain.
Corruption and abuse of power became rampant, creating an atmosphere of fear
and resentment among Iranians who once looked up to their leader for guidance.
This internal rot within certain factions of the regime eroded the Shah's authority,
as public trust in the government dwindled.

The Role of Religious Figures

Religious figures also played a crucial role in paving the way for the revolution.
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, an influential cleric and vehement opponent of the
Shah's regime, used his religious authority to rally the masses against the
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monarchy. Khomeini's sermons delivered from exile in Iraq resonated deeply with
Iranians, who were in search of an alternative to the Shah's rule.

However, it is important to note that not all religious figures were united in their
opposition to the Shah. Ayatollah Mohammad Kazem Shariatmadari, known as
the "Grand Ayatollah," advocated for a more moderate approach and warned
against radicalization. Yet, his voice was largely overshadowed by Khomeini's
charismatic and hardline stance, leading to the eventual triumph of the Islamic
revolution.

The Shadowy Role of Foreign Powers

Last but not least, the involvement of foreign powers cannot be overlooked in the
fall of the Shah. The United States, concerned with their own interests in the
region, had supported the Shah's regime for years. However, as the revolution
gained momentum, the U.S. grew increasingly anxious and uncertain about the
Shah's ability to maintain control.

Consequently, efforts were made to reach out to opposition groups, including
religious and leftist factions, in hopes of influencing the direction of the revolution.
This behind-the-scenes manipulation was perceived as interference in Iran's
internal affairs, further fueling anti-American sentiments which continue to
resonate to this day.

The Legacy of the Fall

The fall of the Shah led to a seismic shift in Iran's political landscape. The Islamic
Republic, established in the aftermath of the revolution, imposed strict religious
rule and transformed Iran into an Islamic state. The repercussions of the
revolution are still felt both domestically and on the global stage, as Iran remains
a central player in regional politics.



The officials who played a role in the Shah's downfall may have had different
motivations – some genuinely working to bring about positive change, while
others seeking personal gain or power – but their collective actions changed the
course of history. It is essential to examine their roles and the wider context in
order to understand the complex factors that led to this significant moment in
Iran's history.

The fall of the Shah of Iran was not solely the result of one man's shortcomings. It
was a culmination of various factors, including the Shah's own actions, the
corruption within his regime, the involvement of certain officials, the influence of
religious figures, and the intervention of foreign powers. By exploring these
aspects, we gain a more comprehensive understanding of the turmoil that
unfolded in Iran in 1979, leaving an indelible mark on the country and the region.
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Unlike the dominant trend in cognitive approach to foreign policy, the approach in
this book is not guided by reflections in psychology. Like part of Jervis's work, it is
inspired by reflections concerning the philosophy of science; yet not by Kuhn's or
those of its most well-known critics, but by some more recent and formal
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reflections known as the AGM theory. The AGM theory, proposed in the 1980's by
Alchourr-n, GSrdenfors, and Makinson, is the core of a most dynamic branch of
logic, focusing on belief change. It has produced impressive formal results, with
echoes in artificial intelligence, database management, and decision and game
theory. This book shows how it can be used in political science. The book
includes three parts. Part One is a twenty-page review of the AGM theory,
avoiding a number of pitfalls, inaccuracies, and misunderstandings that are
common elsewhere. Part Two is a review of U.S.-Iranian relations under the reign
of the last shah, focusing on the last years of monarchy, and including an
unconventional interpretation of U.S. intelligence performance in 1978. The
essential part is Part Three, where an AGM model is tested, and intriguing results
obtained in connection with U.S. perceptions of the Iranian revolution.
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