
The Untold Secrets of MACV-SOG: Stories and
History Revealed

During the Vietnam War, a covert and elite special operations unit known as
MACV-SOG emerged, carrying out some of the most dangerous and daring
missions in the history of warfare. These men, highly trained in unconventional
warfare, became the unsung heroes of the war, operating behind enemy lines
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and conducting classified operations that have captivated the imagination of
military enthusiasts for decades.

The secret missions of MACV-SOG, or the Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam - Studies and Observations Group, were so perilous that their activities
remained classified until the 1990s. Even then, only a fraction of their incredible
stories made it to the public eye. What follows is an exploration of the untold
secrets, captivating stories, and historical significance of MACV-SOG.
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The Birth of MACV-SOG

Formed in 1964, MACV-SOG was designed to fulfill a specific purpose in the
Vietnam War. It was created to gather intelligence and conduct covert operations
in North Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and other areas under the control of the
communist forces. The newly formed unit consisted of personnel from all
branches of the U.S. military, including Army Special Forces, Marine Corps Force
Reconnaissance, Navy SEALs, and Air Force Air Commandos.
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What set MACV-SOG apart from other military units was their unique approach to
warfare. They specialized in cross-border reconnaissance and unconventional
actions against the enemy. Their missions included ambushes, direct actions, and
sabotage, all aimed at disrupting the supply lines and political infrastructure of the
Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army. These missions often took place in
extremely hazardous and hostile environments, making them some of the most
dangerous operations carried out during the Vietnam War.

The Lure of the Green Beret

One of the most fascinating aspects of MACV-SOG is the recruitment and training
of its personnel. To become a member of this elite unit, individuals had to
undergo arduous and intensive training. Many of those who made the cut were
Green Berets, already members of the Special Forces Group.

The Green Berets were known for their exceptional skills in guerrilla warfare,
counterinsurgency, and unconventional tactics. For them, joining MACV-SOG
meant going even further into the shadows. Only the best of the best, both
mentally and physically, were chosen to become part of this secret unit.

Unveiling the Classified Missions

Despite the classified nature of their missions, several stories have come to light
over the years, shedding some much-needed light on the incredible bravery and
operational prowess of MACV-SOG.

One such story involves Operation Tailwind, a highly controversial mission carried
out in 1970. The objective was to disrupt North Vietnamese communication lines
in Laos by destroying a key transmission station. Despite encountering heavy
resistance, MACV-SOG succeeded in accomplishing its objectives, but not
without significant casualties.



Another remarkable tale is that of a MACV-SOG team that held off an entire
battalion of North Vietnamese soldiers during the Battle of FOB2. Despite being
heavily outnumbered and under constant enemy fire, this small team fought for
days, resisting wave after wave of attacks until reinforcements arrived. Their
determination and heroism remain legendary to this day.

The Legacy of MACV-SOG

MACV-SOG's contributions to the Vietnam War were significant, although their
operations and successes were often overshadowed by more conventional
military strategies. Their intelligence gathering and understanding of the enemy's
tactics played a crucial role in the overall U.S. military strategy.

Furthermore, the experiences and techniques developed by MACV-SOG paved
the way for future special operations units like Delta Force and SEAL Team 6.
Lessons learned on the battlefields of Vietnam continue to shape how modern-
day special forces operate and approach warfare.

Remembering Their Sacrifices

It's essential to honor the sacrifices made by the men of MACV-SOG. Many lost
their lives, while others returned home with physical or psychological scars that
would last a lifetime. Their stories deserve to be heard and remembered, as they
represent the true essence of the human spirit under extreme circumstances.

As time passes, more of the classified missions and untold stories of MACV-SOG
will undoubtedly come to light. Each revelation helps us better understand the
impact and legacy of this elite unit, ensuring their sacrifices will never be
forgotten.



So next time you hear or read about the Vietnam War, take a moment to
remember the brave members of MACV-SOG who operated in the shadows,
silently fighting for freedom and leaving behind a legacy that continues to inspire
generations to come.
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After signing a 20-year non-disclosure agreement these men of the Top Secret
U.S Army Special Forces (Green Berets),Military Assistance Command Vietnam -
Studies & Observations Group (MACV SOG) would not discuss their actions to
anyone including their own families. It would not be until the early 1990's that they
could finally discuss their actions in what today is called the "secret war". With
support and approval from these covert warriors of SOG "Pucker Factor Stories
of MACV SOG" was created. This has given me the ability, and now a platform to
share never heard publicly, stories and photographs, intertwined with historical
events of SOG. The recollections and words are their own, some are humorous,
some are sad, most describe events that the average person can not conceive.
We thank them for their service to the United States of America.
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In this Issue -Memories of Tet 1968 - Paula Spear recalls her memories of living
through the 1968 Tet offensive whilst she was in Saigon. She also meet her SOG
future husband this very night.

FNG F...g new guy - SOG veteran John Holland tells the story of being the new
guy on a SOG recon team.

The last post - A farewell to SOG brothers who have left us.

War what is it good for? - Tells the story of U.S Troops wearing Peace symbols
and those of the men of SOG who in turn adorned themselves with the pro
"WAR" symbol.

GOLD STAR Son- Richard Fitts Jr. Shares his personnel story of losing his father
in the Vietnam war and his quest to learn more about him.

SOG'S Operation's 32 & 33- We look into some of SOGS' very out of the box
psychological warfare operations.

Rt Alabama's patch- SOG Recon man Carl Franquet tells us how he designed
Alabama's patch.

Friendship is better than a Purple Heart - SOG Sigma combat vet Curt Jones
describes how good friends saved his life in battle.

The Chuck Pfeifer story- Model,Actor,successful businessman and SF warrior. A
brief bio of "Chargin Charlie".

"MAD DOG" Shrivers awards - A detailed look into the factual accounts of what
Shriver did to receive his medals.



"MAD DOG" ShriversMIA Documents - Much has been written about Shrivers last
hours. Read first hand accounts of the events that took placeon June 10.1969

Black Dynamite- Follow two SOG legends Lynne Black and Dick Thompson as
they combine their RT Teams for some relaxation......... on their days off to go
hunting.

MACV SOG Veterans had this to say about Pucker Factor stories of MACV SOG.

SMG Robert Ramsey - I am a SOG recon vet and have read a number of books
about SOG since it was declassified but Jason has found a niche that is unique
providing experiences from the three different units and different time periods.
These are stories could amaze you but more importantly are now preserved in
history and are first person accounts .

SOG Veteran Lynne Black Jr. Author of Whiskey Tango Foxtrot

I returned to civilian life July 1970 after three Vietnam combat tours. The last two
of those tours were with MACV SOG. Looking back 50+ years during my time in
SOG I sometimes wonder how in the heck any of us survived small teams going
up against hundred-to-one odds. We were all volunteers in that Top Secret
Studies and Observations Group (SOG); men from many countries and from all
walks of life fought their way across the DMZ and down the Ho Chi Minh Trail in
Laos and Cambodia. Those of us who survived salute in remembrance our fallen
friends and mourn for their families. I am proud to have served with each and
every one of them and thanks to sources like Pucker Factor our history and
deeds are being immortalized.
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