
The Ultimate Guide to Field Manual FM 21-FM:
The Infantry Rifle Platoon and Squad (March
2007)
Are you interested in military tactics and strategies? Do you want to learn more
about the inner workings of an infantry rifle platoon and squad? Look no further!
In this in-depth article, we will explore the Field Manual FM 21-FM, the go-to
resource for understanding the operations of an infantry unit. Whether you are a
military enthusiast, a history buff, or someone looking to explore the intricacies of
modern warfare, this comprehensive guide will leave you with a wealth of
knowledge about the infantry rifle platoon and squad!

Field Manual FM 21-FM, also known as "The Infantry Rifle Platoon and Squad,"
is a vital publication that serves as a doctrine for the United States Army. March
2007 marks a notable edition of the manual, where it underwent significant
updates to accommodate modern warfare tactics. Covering all aspects of infantry
operations, this manual is your gateway to understanding the principles, tactics,
techniques, and procedures that govern the infantry rifle platoon and squad.

Now, let's dive deeper into the contents of Field Manual FM 21-FM. The manual
is divided into several chapters, each focusing on a specific aspect of infantry
operations. From the fundamentals of platoon and squad operations to
understanding the intricacies of tactics and techniques in various combat
situations, this comprehensive guide leaves no stone unturned.
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Chapter 1: Fundamentals of the Infantry Platoon and Squad

The first chapter lays the foundation by introducing the roles, responsibilities, and
organization of the infantry platoon and squad. It provides a detailed overview of
soldier capabilities, leadership, and explains how to establish and maintain
effective communication channels.

Chapter 2: Operations

This chapter delves into the operational aspects of the infantry rifle platoon and
squad. It covers the full spectrum of operations, from offensive and defensive
operations to security and reconnaissance. Field Manual FM 21-FM provides
detailed guidance on planning and execution, ensuring that every action is well-
coordinated and aligned with the mission objective.

Chapter 3: Tactics and Techniques

Tactics and techniques are the heart of every successful military operation. This
chapter explores various tactics and techniques employed by the infantry rifle
platoon and squad. It discusses movement formations, offensive and defensive
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techniques, and emphasizes the importance of adapting to different terrains and
combat scenarios.

Chapter 4: Leadership and Training

In order to effectively lead an infantry platoon or squad, strong leadership skills
and thorough training are essential. Field Manual FM 21-FM provides guidance
for developing leadership qualities, conducting effective training, and enhancing
unit cohesion. It highlights the importance of continuous learning and refining
skills within the platoon and squad.

Chapter 5: Support

No military operation can achieve success without proper support. This chapter
outlines the different forms of support available to the infantry platoon and squad.
It covers aspects such as fire support, medical support, and logistical support,
ensuring that the unit remains sustained and capable of accomplishing its
mission.

The Field Manual FM 21-FM: The Infantry Rifle Platoon and Squad (March 2007)
is not only a comprehensive guide to infantry operations but also a testament to
the expertise of the men and women who serve to protect their nations. It
encapsulates years of experience and lessons learned from various military
engagements throughout history.

So whether you're an aspiring soldier, a military enthusiast, or simply curious
about the inner workings of the infantry, Field Manual FM 21-FM: The Infantry
Rifle Platoon and Squad (March 2007) is a must-read. This invaluable resource
will take you on a journey through the intricacies of infantry operations, providing
a deep understanding of the roles, tactics, and challenges faced by those on the



frontlines. Get your copy today and embark on an adventure into the world of
military operations like never before!
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Painstakingly formatted for optimum performance on eReaders, this 600 page
field manual provides a doctrinal framework on how Infantry rifle platoons and
squads fight. It also addresses rifle platoon and squad non-combat operations
across the spectrum of conflict. Content discussions include principles, tactics,
techniques, procedures, terms, and symbols that apply to small unit operations in
the current operational environment (COE). FM 3-21.8 supersedes FM 7-8,
Infantry Rifle Platoon and Squad, dated 22 April 1992 (with change 1, dated 1
March 2001). It is not intended to be a stand-alone publication. To fully
understand operations of the rifle platoon and squad, leaders must have an
understanding of FM 3-21.10, The Infantry Rifle Company, and FM 3-21.20 (FM
7-20),The Infantry Battalion.
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The primary audiences for this manual are Infantry rifle platoon leaders, platoon
sergeants, and squad and fire team leaders. Secondary audiences include,
instructors in U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) schools,
writers of Infantry training literature, other Infantry leaders and staff officers, and
Reserve Officer Training Candidate (ROTC) and military academy instructors.
Anyone attempting to gain an understanding of military concepts and operations
will benefit from reading this book or using the interactive table of contents to
jump to the topics that interest you.

Infantry leaders must understand this manual before they can train their
companies using ARTEP 7-8 MTP, and ARTEP 7-8 Drill. They should use this
manual as a set along with the publications listed in the references.
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