The Ultimate Guide: Field Manual FM 21-20 for
the Infantry Battalion [December 2006]

The Field Manual FM 21-20, also known as "The Infantry Battalion," is a
comprehensive guide designed to provide military personnel with essential

knowledge and skills necessary to operate as part of an infantry battalion.
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Published in December 2006, this manual serves as a vital resource for infantry

officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers alike.

Key Topics Covered in Field Manual FM 21-20

The Field Manual FM 21-20 covers a wide range of topics pertaining to the

infantry battalion's principles, tactics, techniques, and procedures. These include:
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» Leadership and command

= Infantry operations and missions
» Defense and offensive operations
» Fire support and control

» Combat service support

» Specialized operations

The Importance of Field Manual FM 21-20
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Field Manual FM 21-20 is highly significant as it provides a standardized
approach to infantry operations within a battalion. It serves as a guide for leaders
at all levels of the infantry, laying down the groundwork to ensure effective
planning and execution of missions. This manual promotes discipline, tactical

proficiency, and cohesion among infantry units.

Leadership and Command

One of the primary focuses of Field Manual FM 21-20 is leadership and
command within the infantry battalion. The manual delves into the roles and
responsibilities of leaders and their impact on the unit's readiness and success. It
emphasizes leadership principles, decision-making processes, and effective

communication techniques.

Infantry Operations and Missions

Field Manual FM 21-20 provides detailed insights into various infantry operations
and missions. It outlines the principles, fundamentals, and tactics required for
successful maneuver warfare. With an emphasis on combat readiness, this
manual equips infantry personnel with invaluable knowledge on reconnaissance,

security, and offensive/defensive operations.

Defense and Offensive Operations

The manual extensively covers defense and offensive operations, crucial aspects
of an infantry battalion's activities. It focuses on defensive techniques such as
creating defensive positions, conducting patrols, and seamlessly transitioning to
offensive operations. The guidelines provided ensure a comprehensive

understanding of defensive and offensive tactics.

Fire Support and Control



Field Manual FM 21-20 emphasizes the importance of fire support and control in
achieving mission objectives. It details various fire support systems, their
coordination, and integration into infantry operations. The manual also addresses
calling for fire support, understanding fire support planning, and controlling fire

assets effectively.

Combat Service Support

In any military operation, combat service support plays a fundamental role. Field
Manual FM 21-20 covers the essential aspects of logistics, maintenance,
transportation, and medical support required to sustain infantry units throughout
their operations. From efficiently managing supplies to coordinating medical
evacuations, this manual acts as a complete reference for combat service

support personnel.

Specialized Operations

Additionally, the Field Manual FM 21-20 dedicates significant attention to
specialized operations that an infantry battalion might encounter. These include
urban operations, counterinsurgency, and mountain warfare. By providing
detailed guidance on these specialized operations, the manual enables infantry
personnel to adapt to diverse environments and effectively accomplish their

objectives.

Field Manual FM 21-20 is an invaluable resource for anyone involved in an
infantry battalion. Its comprehensive coverage of essential topics ensures that
infantry units are well-prepared and capable of executing missions successfully.
As the primary reference for infantry operations, this manual contributes to the
overall effectiveness, readiness, and cohesion of infantry battalions serving in any

operational theater.
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This manual defines the role, operational requirements, mission tasks, battlefield
functions, and command and control relationships of Infantry battalions organic to
the Infantry Brigade Combat Team (IBCT). Users of this

manual must understand the elements of doctrinal literature and their relationship
to each other. The commonly used terms, tactics, techniques, and procedures are
both interrelated and mutually supportive. However, each

term has its own usage, level of detail, and place in the hierarchy of doctrinal
publications. FMs provide doctrine, tactics, and some techniques, while mission
training plans (MTP) provide techniques and procedures.

Procedures can also be found in publications such as unit standing operating
procedures (SOP) and Soldiers’ manuals as well as others. Tactics, techniques,
and procedures, in that order, become more prescriptive and

require less judgment as these elements are applied.

This manual is provided for use by Infantry battalion commanders and staffs,

company commanders, and special platoon leaders. The term Infantry unit, as
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used in this context throughout this manual, refers to all Infantry and Ranger units
unless otherwise specified. Air assault and airborne mission trained units are
organized as Infantry units and are not differentiated in this manual. This manual
is also provided for use by instructors of US Army Infantry battalion operations. It
provides the doctrine for Infantry battalions to use in combat training and combat.
It establishes a common base of tactical knowledge from which specific solutions
to battalion-level tactical problems can be developed. It is designed to increase
the effectiveness of battalion-level operations by providing doctrinal principles
and selected battlefield-proven tactics, techniques,

and procedures.

While this manual is primarily written for US Army Infantry units, it is also a source
of information for other branches of the US Army and US military, and for
multinational forces while working in a joint environment. It applies to the Active
Army, the Army National Guard (ARNG),the National Guard of the United States
(ARNGUS),and the US Army Reserve (USAR),unless otherwise stated.

Tango For Chromatic Harmonica Dave Brown:
Unleashing the Soulful Melodies

The hauntingly beautiful sound of the chromatic harmonica has
mesmerized music enthusiasts for decades. It is an instrument that
effortlessly blends with various genres,...
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How To Tie The 20 Knots You Need To Know

Knot-tying is an essential skill that everyone should possess. Whether
you're an outdoor enthusiast, a sailor, or simply a regular person who
enjoys DIY...

The Politics Experiences and Legacies of War
in the US, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand

War has always had a profound impact on nations, shaping their politics,
experiences, and legacies. This article examines how the United States,
Canada, Australia,...

The Psychedelic History Of Mormonism Magic
And Drugs

Throughout history, the connections between religion and altered states
of consciousness have always been fascinating. One such connection
that may surprise many is the...

The Practical Japan Travel Guide: All You Need
To Know For A Great Trip

Japan, known for its unique blend of tradition and modernity, is a
fascinating country that offers endless wonders to explore. From ancient
temples to...
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The Alpha And Omega Of The Great Pyramid:
Unlocking the Mysteries of the Ancient Wonder

The Great Pyramid of Giza is undeniably one of the most fascinating
structures in the world. Standing tall and proud for thousands of years,
its...

Digital Subtraction Flash Cards in Color:
Shuffled Twice to Help You Memorize
Arithmetic!

Mathematics is an essential subject that plays a crucial role in our
everyday lives. It forms the foundation for problem-solving skills and
logical thinking. As...

Unveiling the Enigma: Explore the Fascinating
World of Bang Barry Lyga

Hello, dear readers! Today, we have a real treat for all literature
enthusiasts as we dive deep into the captivating world of Bang Barry
Lyga. Renowned for his exceptional...
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