
The Professional Faculty And Graduate
Consultant Guide To Writing Centers

A Valuable Resource for Writers

Writing centers are often considered the hidden gems of educational institutions.
They are purposefully designed to assist students and writers in the development
of their writing skills. From undergraduates struggling with research papers to
professional faculty members polishing their academic articles, writing centers
provide a wide range of services to cater to the diverse needs of their patrons. In
this guide, we will explore the essential elements of a writing center and discuss
how both professional faculty and graduate consultants can benefit from this
valuable resource.
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The Anatomy of a Writing Center

A writing center typically consists of a physical location on campus where
individuals can seek writing assistance, as well as a team of experienced
consultants who provide guidance and feedback on various aspects of writing.
The consultants are trained to assist writers in all stages of the writing process,
including brainstorming, outlining, drafting, and revising. They offer suggestions
for improving sentence structure, grammar, style, and overall content.
Additionally, writing centers often provide resources such as writing manuals,
grammar handbooks, and online tools to aid writers in their self-improvement.
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Services for Professional Faculty

While writing centers are primarily known for helping students, they also offer
valuable services for professional faculty members. Faculty can benefit from
writing center consultations by receiving feedback on grant proposals, research
articles, and conference papers. Writing center consultants are skilled in
identifying areas that may require further development, such as clarity of
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argument, organization of ideas, or effective use of evidence. By availing
themselves of the writing center's expertise, faculty members can enhance the
quality and impact of their scholarly work.

The Role of Graduate Consultants

Graduate consultants play a crucial role in writing centers. They are often
advanced students who have demonstrated excellence in their own writing and
possess the skills necessary to guide others. These consultants undergo
extensive training in composition theory, peer tutoring, and effective
communication. By working closely with graduate consultants, faculty members
can tap into their fresh perspectives and knowledge, gaining valuable insights into
teaching writing to students in their respective disciplines.

Collaborative Learning Opportunities

Writing centers foster an environment of collaborative learning, where consultants
and writers work together to improve the quality of writing. This collaboration not
only benefits individual writers but also contributes to the overall writing culture of
the institution. Faculty members who engage with writing centers can develop
effective pedagogical strategies, access valuable resources, and participate in
professional development opportunities related to writing instruction. This
reciprocal relationship between faculty and writing centers helps create an
inclusive educational community focused on promoting strong writing skills across
disciplines.

Writing centers are critical resources for both students and faculty members
seeking to improve their writing skills. By utilizing the expertise of writing center
consultants, faculty members can enhance the quality of their scholarly work and
develop effective writing pedagogies. Graduate consultants, with their specialized
training, bring fresh insights and perspectives to the table. So, whether you are



an aspiring writer, a seasoned faculty member, or a graduate consultant, make
sure to take advantage of the valuable resources provided by writing centers in
order to achieve your writing goals.

So, what are you waiting for? Visit your nearest writing center today and unlock
the full potential of your writing!
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Redefining Roles is the first book to recognize and provide sustained focus on the
presence of professional, faculty, and graduate student consultants in writing
centers. A significant number of writing centers employ non-peer consultants, yet
most major training manuals are geared toward undergraduate tutoring practices
or administrators. This collection systematically addresses this gap in the
literature while initiating new conversations regarding writing center staffing.
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Thirty-two authors, consultants, and administrators from diverse centers—from
large public four-year institutions to a private, online for-profit university—provide
both theoretical frameworks and practical applications in eighteen chapters. Ten
chapters focus on graduate consultants and address issues of authority, training,
professional development, and mentoring, and eight focus on professional and
faculty consultant training as well as specific issues of identity and authority. By
sharing these voices, Redefining Roles broadens the very idea of writing centers
while opening the door to more dialogue on the important role these practitioners
play.

 

Redefining Roles is designed for writing center practitioners, scholars, and staff. It
is also a necessary addition to help campus administrators in the ongoing
struggle to validate the intellectually complex work that such staff performs.
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