
The Polish Air Force in World War II: A Story
of Heroism and Resilience
In the tumultuous era of World War II, one nation's air force stood tall against
overwhelming odds — the Polish Air Force. Despite being vastly outnumbered
and facing superior forces, the Polish airmen showed immense courage, making
significant contributions to the Allies' efforts and leaving an indelible mark on
history.

The Birth of the Polish Air Force

Long before the outbreak of World War II, Poland had recognized the importance
of air power. In 1918, after more than a century of foreign occupation, Poland
regained its independence, and with it, the opportunity to establish its own air
force.

The Polish Air Force was officially formed in 1918 and underwent rapid expansion
in the interwar years. During this period, Polish aviators developed innovative
tactics and demonstrated their skills in numerous international air competitions,
earning them respect and recognition across the globe.
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Polish Airmen's Bravery During the Invasion of Poland

When Germany invaded Poland on September 1, 1939, the Polish Air Force was
immediately thrust into a desperate battle for survival. Despite being
outnumbered and outgunned, Polish pilots fought fiercely to defend their
homeland.

Their courage and skill proved formidable against the Luftwaffe, Germany's air
force. The Poles employed guerrilla tactics, using the element of surprise and
making the most out of their limited resources. They targeted German supply
lines and disrupted enemy operations, showcasing their adaptability and
resilience.

The Polish Air Force in Exile

Following the fall of Poland, many Polish airmen managed to escape to
neighboring countries to form what became known as the Polish Air Force in
Exile. This force continued to fight alongside the Allies, making vital contributions
to the war effort.

Polish airmen played a crucial role in the Battle of Britain, where they earned a
reputation for their tenacity and bravery. They fought alongside their British
counterparts, defending the skies and inflicting heavy losses on the Luftwaffe.
The Polish 303 Squadron, known as the "Kościuszko Squadron," emerged as
one of the most successful units, with a high tally of downed enemy aircraft.

Polish Air Force on the Eastern Front
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As the war progressed, the Polish Air Force also participated in the grueling
battles on the Eastern Front. They provided support to the Soviet Union and
fought against the German forces, contributing to the eventual liberation of
Eastern Europe.

Despite facing harsh conditions and lacking adequate resources, Polish airmen
showcased their adaptability. They flew reconnaissance missions, conducted
ground attacks, and provided close air support to ground forces in major
offensives. Their efforts made a significant impact on the outcome of the war.

Legacy and Recognition

The Polish Air Force's achievements in World War II are widely acknowledged
and celebrated today. Their contributions to the Allied victory demonstrated
remarkable resilience, professionalism, and sacrifice.

After the war, many Polish airmen went on to continue their service in various air
forces around the world. Their experiences and knowledge helped shape the
future of military aviation, and their legacy lives on.

In recognition of their bravery and contribution, numerous memorials and
monuments have been erected to honor the Polish Air Force and its airmen. Their
story serves as a reminder of the indomitable spirit and unwavering determination
of the Polish people during one of the darkest periods in history.

The Polish Air Force in World War II faced formidable challenges, but their
bravery and resilience allowed them to excel on multiple fronts. From their valiant
defense against the German invasion to their role in the Battle of Britain and their
contributions on the Eastern Front, Polish airmen left an indelible mark on the
history of aviation and war.



Their heroism is forever etched in the annals of World War II, reminding us of the
power of determination, courage, and the pursuit of freedom against all odds.
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'A rich and delightful book.' The Sunday Telegraph

By the beginning of 1941 there was a fully fledged Polish Air Force operating
alongside the RAF.

With 14 Squadrons it was larger than any other of the Air Force from Nazi-
occupied Europe that had joined the Allies. Over 17,000 men and women passed
through the ranks of the Polish Air Force while it was stationed in the UK. They
shot down 745 enemy aircraft, with a further 175 unconfirmed.

They dropped thousands of bombs and laid hundreds of mines, flying 102,486
sorties notching up a total of 290,895 operation flying hours. They achieved this
at a cost of 1,973 killed and 1,388 wounded. They won 342 British gallantry
awards.
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The Forgotten Few is a story of heroism and sacrifice, about a group of soldiers
seeking vengeance and victory.

Adam Zamoyski, the acclaimed author of 1812 and Warsaw, 1912, gets under the
skin of the pilots and recounts their achievements with his usual style and insight.

Recommended for fans of Patrick Bishop, Max Hastings and Antony Beevor.

Adam Zamoyski was born in New York but has spent most of his life in England.
He was educated at Downside and Queen's College, Oxford. A freelance
historian with a singular command of languages, he has written a bestselling
history of Poland, as well as three books of military history and three biographies.
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