
The Philosophy Shop: Ideas, Activities, and
Questions to Get People Young and Old
In a world that often focuses on the practical and the tangible, it is easy to
overlook the importance of philosophy. However, philosophy is not just for
scholars and academics; it has the power to engage people of all ages and
backgrounds in meaningful discussions about life, ethics, and existence. The
Philosophy Shop, a unique resource that offers ideas, activities, and questions,
aims to bring the wonders of philosophy to both the young and the old.

What is The Philosophy Shop?

The Philosophy Shop was founded by Peter Worley, a philosopher and educator
who recognized the need for philosophical engagement in schools and
communities. Worley believes that philosophy can be taught in a way that is
understandable, accessible, and exciting, and created The Philosophy Shop to
facilitate this process.

At The Philosophy Shop, you will find a treasure trove of resources suitable for
people of all ages and levels of philosophical familiarity. Whether you are a
teacher, a parent, or simply someone who is curious about philosophy, this online
shop offers a wide range of books, games, and activities that can spark
philosophical conversations and reflections.
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Ideas for Philosophical Discussions

One of the highlights of The Philosophy Shop is its vast collection of ideas for
philosophical discussions. These ideas cover a variety of topics, ranging from
ethics and morality to metaphysics and epistemology. Each idea is carefully
curated to provoke thought, encourage critical thinking, and inspire meaningful
conversations.

Take, for example, the question: "Is it ever okay to lie?" This simple yet profound
question can lead to fascinating discussions about honesty, trust, and the
consequences of our actions. The Philosophy Shop provides guidance on how to
facilitate such discussions, giving you the tools to engage participants in thought-
provoking conversations.

Activities for Exploring Philosophy

In addition to ideas for discussions, The Philosophy Shop offers a variety of
activities that help individuals explore philosophical concepts in a fun and
interactive way. These activities can be used in classrooms, at home, or even
during philosophical gatherings or events.
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One popular activity from The Philosophy Shop is called "The Chairs of Socratic
Dialogue." This activity involves placing four chairs in a square and assigning
different roles to participants. Through a guided conversation, participants can
explore different perspectives and challenge their own preconceived notions.

Philosophy for Young and Old

The Philosophy Shop firmly believes that philosophy is not limited to adults or
academia. In fact, engaging children and young people in philosophical
discussions can foster their critical thinking skills, empathy, and open-
mindedness.

For this reason, The Philosophy Shop offers resources specifically designed for
children. These resources include picture books, storybooks, and games that
present philosophical ideas in a child-friendly manner. By using relatable
characters and engaging narratives, these resources make philosophy accessible
and enjoyable for young minds.

Why Philosophy Matters

Engaging in philosophical discussions and activities can have profound effects on
individuals of all ages. Philosophy promotes critical thinking, encourages
curiosity, and nurtures a sense of wonder about the world we live in.

For young people, philosophy helps lay a solid foundation for their intellectual and
personal development. It teaches them to ask questions, examine different
perspectives, and think critically about complex issues. These skills are
invaluable as they navigate the challenges of the modern world.

For adults, philosophy provides a space for reflection, self-discovery, and
personal growth. It helps challenge assumptions, broaden horizons, and deepen



understanding. Philosophy can also facilitate better communication, empathy, and
moral decision-making.

The Philosophy Shop is a remarkable resource that brings philosophy to people
young and old through ideas, activities, and questions. It shows that philosophy is
not an exclusive discipline but a tool for understanding, growth, and connection.

Whether you are a teacher looking for ways to engage your students in
philosophical discussions or a parent wanting to explore philosophy with your
children, The Philosophy Shop has something to offer. Through its thought-
provoking ideas and interactive activities, it invites individuals to embark on
philosophical journeys that can transform lives.
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Imagine a one-stop shop stacked to the rafters with everything you could ever
want to tap into young people's natural curiosity and get them thinking deeply.
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Well, this is it! Edited by professional philosopher Peter Worley from The
Philosophy Shop and with a foreword by Ian Gilbert, this book is jam-packed with
ideas, stimuli, thought experiments, activities, short stories, pictures and
questions to get young people thinking philosophically. Primarily aimed at
teachers to use as a stimuli for philosophical enquiries in the classroom or even
as starter activities to get them thinking from the off, it can also be used by
parents for some great family thinking or indeed anyone fed up of being told what
to think (or urged not to think) and who wants a real neurological workout. The
proceeds of the book are going towards The Philosophy Foundation charity.
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