
The New Testament In Scots Canongate
Classics: Rediscovering the Power of the
Scriptures
The Power of Language and Its Impact on Scripture Interpretation

The New Testament, one of the most widely translated books in history, has found
yet another captivating rendition: The New Testament In Scots by Canongate
Classics. This unique translation brings a fresh perspective to the timeless
teachings of Jesus Christ and his disciples, revitalizing the power of the scriptures
through the richness of the Scots language.

Scotland has a rich linguistic heritage, with Scots being recognized as one of its
indigenous languages. It is a language that has its roots in Old English but has
developed its own distinct characteristics over centuries. By translating the New
Testament into Scots, Canongate Classics not only honors this heritage but also
allows readers to experience the Word of God in a language that resonates with
their cultural and linguistic background.

The Charm of Scots Language

The Scots language, known for its lyrical and expressive nature, adds a unique
charm and rhythm to the biblical text. The use of regional dialects and distinct
grammar enriches the reader's understanding and engagement with the
scriptures. As a result, passages that may have become familiar in more
mainstream translations are revitalized and take on a new vibrancy and
relevance.
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For example, the famous verse from John 3:16, widely known as "For God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son," is translated in Scots as,
"For God luved the warld sae muckle, that he gied his ain Son." This translation
not only retains the essence of the original verse but also infuses it with the
warmth and familiarity associated with Scottish culture.

A Bridge to Cultural Identity

Translations that resonate with a specific culture can play a crucial role in
fostering a sense of identity and belonging. The New Testament In Scots
connects with the Scottish people on a deep level, allowing them to engage with
their faith in a language that reflects their unique cultural context. It helps create a
bridge between the biblical text and the everyday experiences of the Scottish
people, making the scriptures feel personal, relatable, and applicable to their
lives.

This translation also serves as a tool for preserving and promoting the Scots
language. By showcasing its beauty in a religious text, it raises awareness and
encourages its use in contemporary contexts. The New Testament In Scots not
only contributes to the revitalization of the language but also opens up
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opportunities for further exploration and understanding of Scotland's rich cultural
heritage.

The Influence on Scripture Interpretation

The New Testament In Scots offers a fresh lens through which to approach the
scriptures. It invites readers to reexamine familiar passages and engage with the
teachings of Jesus and his disciples in a new light. By embracing the Scots
language, readers are prompted to reflect on the profound messages contained
within the text and uncover nuances that might have gone unnoticed in more
conventional translations.

The translation also provides a space for dialogue and interpretation. As readers
discuss the Scots rendition of the New Testament, they can explore different
meanings and gain insights from diverse perspectives. This communal interaction
fosters a deeper understanding of the biblical message and encourages critical
thinking.

The New Testament In Scots: A Relevant and Accessible Edition

Canongate Classics has made a significant contribution to the world of biblical
translations with The New Testament In Scots. By presenting the scriptures in a
language that resonates with a specific cultural group, they have reignited
passion and interest in the Word of God. This unique edition not only appeals to
Scottish readers but also serves as an inviting and captivating version for those
seeking a fresh perspective on the New Testament.

Through its use of the Scots language, this edition proves that scripture
interpretation is not limited to one uniform translation. It reminds us that language,
culture, and context all play a pivotal role in understanding the timeless
messages of the Bible.



The New Testament In Scots by Canongate Classics breaks new ground in
biblical translations. It offers readers a compelling and engaging rendition of the
scriptures in a language that evokes cultural pride and resonates deeply with the
Scottish people. By revitalizing the power of language, this edition breathes new
life into familiar verses and uncovers new depths of meaning, inviting readers to
explore the scriptures with fresh eyes and an open heart.
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This “majestic work of scholarship” by the renowned classicist is “a notable
contribution to [Scottish] literary and linguistic heritage” (The Times, London).
 
The Greek scholar William Lorimer spent the last ten years of his life translating
the New Testament into the native language of Scotland. It was a passion project
that would become his posthumous masterwork. Translated directly from original
Greek sources, each Gospel is written in a different form of Scots to match the
different forms of Greek used by the various apostles and scribes, and the vigor
and immediacy of the language is everywhere apparent.
 
Transcribed, edited and published by his son Robin Lorimer, this scholarly and
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dramatically fresh reading of an already familiar text caused a sensation when it
first appeared in 1983. Beyond the poetry of the King James version, here are the
voices of the disciples themselves, speaking, as they undoubtedly did, in ‘plain
braid Galilee’.
 
“A great literary achievement in its own right . . . [that] not only restores life to
Scots but to the New Testament itself.” —The Scotsman
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