
The Moral And Political Problem Of Wild
Animal Suffering
Wild animal suffering is a topic that challenges our moral and political conscience.
While we often focus on human suffering, the suffering experienced by animals in
the wild is often overlooked or dismissed as part of the natural order. In reality,
however, the issue carries significant implications for both our moral obligations
and the preservation of biodiversity.

The Nature of Wild Animal Suffering

Wild animals face numerous challenges in their environment. Predation, disease,
starvation, and extreme weather conditions are just a few examples. Unlike
domesticated animals, they lack the protection and healthcare provided by
humans.

Moreover, the suffering experienced by wild animals is often brutal and
prolonged. Predation, for instance, can involve a slow and painful death. Disease
outbreaks can decimate populations, leading to immense suffering on a large
scale. These elements highlight the harsh realities of life in the wild.
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The Moral Implications

As moral beings, the suffering of other creatures should be a concern to us. While
it is natural for animals to experience adversity, it does not mean that we should
ignore their suffering. The suffering endured by wild animals, if unchecked, poses
serious ethical questions.

One argument against intervening in wild animal suffering is that it disrupts the
natural balance. However, from a moral standpoint, we must ask ourselves if
letting animals suffer is truly justifiable. Shouldn’t we intervene to alleviate
needless suffering whenever possible?

Another moral concern arises from our instrumental use of animals. We often
exploit animals for various purposes, such as entertainment or scientific
experimentation, but show little regard for their welfare in the wild. This hypocrisy
raises questions about our ethical obligations towards these sentient beings.

Environmental Preservation and Biodiversity

Addressing wild animal suffering is not only a moral imperative but also has
implications for the preservation of biodiversity. Wild animals are integral to the
ecosystems they inhabit. When large-scale suffering occurs, it can disrupt the
delicate balance of these ecosystems.

For instance, overpopulation due to a lack of natural checks and balances can
lead to habitat destruction and the extinction of certain species. This damage
ripples through the entire ecological system, impacting plants, other animals, and
even humans who rely on these ecosystems for their wellbeing.
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The Politics of Wild Animal Suffering

The problem of wild animal suffering is not only a moral conundrum but also a
political challenge. The question arises: Who has the authority and responsibility
to address this issue?

Because wild animals do not fall under the jurisdiction of any particular entity, it
becomes difficult to enforce measures to mitigate their suffering. Some argue that
it is the responsibility of conservation organizations and governments to take
action. Others advocate for grassroots initiatives to raise awareness and push for
change.

The lack of a clear consensus on how to approach the problem makes it a
politically complex issue. However, it is essential to continue the discourse and
work towards finding viable solutions.

The moral and political problem of wild animal suffering presents us with a moral
dilemma that challenges our understanding of compassion and ethical
obligations. As we strive to build a more just and compassionate society, we must
not forget the suffering endured by wild animals in the pursuit of biodiversity
preservation.

While there are no easy answers, acknowledging the problem and promoting
open discussion is a crucial first step. By doing so, we can pave the way for
progress in addressing the moral and political dimensions of wild animal
suffering.
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Though many ethicists have the intuition that we should leave nature alone, Kyle
Johannsen argues that we have a duty to research safe ways of providing large-
scale assistance to wild animals. Using concepts from moral and political
philosophy to analyze the issue of wild animal suffering (WAS),Johannsen
explores how a collective, institutional obligation to assist wild animals should be
understood. He claims that with enough research, genetic editing may one day
give us the power to safely intervene without perpetually interfering with wild
animals’ liberties.

Questions addressed include:

In what way is nature valuable and is intervention compatible with that value?

Is intervention a requirement of justice?

What are the implications of WAS for animal rights advocacy? What types of
intervention are promising?

Expertly moving the debate about human relations with wild animals beyond its
traditional confines, Wild Animal Ethics is essential reading for students and
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scholars of political philosophy and political theory studying animal ethics,
environmental ethics, and environmental philosophy.
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