
The Lost Journalism Of Ring Lardner:
Unveiling the Untold Stories of a Literary Icon
Ring Lardner, a prominent figure in American literature during the early 20th
century, is mostly known for his innovative short stories and plays. However, little
is known about his lesser-known venture into journalism. In this article, we dive
deep into the forgotten realm of Lardner's journalism, uncovering the stories,
controversies, and hidden gems of this literary icon.

The Birth of a Literary Icon

Ring Lardner, born on March 5, 1885, in Niles, Michigan, embodied the spirit of
American literature in a way few others could. His early career took flight as a
sports journalist, where he displayed remarkable talent and a distinctive writing
style that set him apart from his contemporaries.

His coverage of baseball games in particular created a new standard for sports
journalism. Lardner was not merely an observer in the press box; he was a
storyteller. His articles were laced with humor, wit, and sharp social commentary
that enchanted readers and captivated audiences nationwide.
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The Forgotten Realm: Lardner's Journalism

While Lardner's success as a short story writer and playwright is widely
recognized, his work as a journalist has long been overshadowed. The majority of
his journalism pieces, many of which focused on sports, have been lost to time.
However, recent discoveries in forgotten archives are shedding light on this
neglected aspect of Lardner's career.

One such remarkable find is a series of articles Lardner wrote during his stint as a
war correspondent during World War I. These firsthand accounts provide a
unique perspective on the experiences of soldiers on the battlefield and the
impact of war on society. Lardner's empathetic storytelling and attention to detail
make these articles a treasure trove of historical insight.

Another fascinating aspect of Lardner's journalism was his coverage of the 1919
Black Sox scandal, where eight Chicago White Sox players were accused of
conspiring to throw the World Series. Lardner's investigative reporting delved into
the depths of this scandal, exposing the corruption and betrayal that tainted
America's favorite pastime.

The Controversial Pen: Lardner's Social Commentary

Ring Lardner was not afraid to challenge societal norms through his writing. In his
journalism, he tackled contentious issues such as racial discrimination, women's
rights, and the class divide. Lardner's biting satire and nuanced analysis made
him a voice of reason in an era dominated by conformity.
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One of his most controversial articles titled "A Forgotten Nation: The Plight of
Native Americans" shed light on the mistreatment and marginalization of Native
American communities. Lardner's powerful prose and unflinching critique of
government policies challenged the prevailing narrative of the time.

Lardner's journalism also provided a platform for unheard voices. His interviews
with ordinary people from diverse backgrounds gave readers a glimpse into the
lives of those often overlooked by society. These authentic narratives added
depth and authenticity to Lardner's work, solidifying his reputation as a champion
of the marginalized.

The Legacy Lives On

Despite the lack of visibility given to Lardner's journalism, its impact cannot be
underestimated. His fearless approach to reporting and his ability to find the
human element in every story laid the foundation for modern investigative
journalism. Lardner's work inspired future generations of journalists to go beyond
the surface and seek the truth beneath.

Moreover, his unique writing style continues to influence contemporary writers
and journalists. The unmistakable blend of wit, satire, and social commentary that
characterized Lardner's journalism set a new standard for engaging storytelling.
His works continue to be studied and celebrated, ensuring that his legacy
endures.

Rediscovering Ring Lardner: A Journey Through Time

Today, efforts are underway to revive and preserve Lardner's lost journalism.
Scholars and enthusiasts are scouring archives, digitizing old newspapers, and
piecing together the fragments of his journalistic career. These initiatives aim to



shed light on this forgotten aspect of Lardner's work and reaffirm his position as
one of America's literary giants.

, Ring Lardner's journalism offers a fascinating insight into the life and times of
this literary icon. From his groundbreaking coverage of sports to his brave
exploration of social issues, Lardner left an indelible mark as a journalist. As we
uncover his lost works, we unearth a treasure trove of untold stories and a
testament to the enduring legacy of a remarkable writer.
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Ring Lardner’s influence on American letters is arguably greater than that of any
other American writer in the early part of the twentieth century. Lauded by critics
and the public for his groundbreaking short stories, Lardner was also the
country’s best-known journalist in the 1920s and early 1930s, when his voice was
all but inescapable in American newspapers and magazines. Lardner’s trenchant,
observant, sly, and cynical writing style, along with a deep understanding of
human foibles, made his articles wonderfully readable and his words resonate to
this day.
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Ron Rapoport has gathered the best of Lardner’s journalism from his earliest
days at the South Bend Times through his years at the Chicago Tribune and his
weekly column for the Bell Syndicate, which appeared in 150 newspapers and
reached eight million readers. In these columns Lardner not only covered the
great sporting events of the era—from Jack Dempsey’s fights to the World Series
and even an America’s Cup—he also wrote about politics, war, and Prohibition,
as well as parodies, poems, and penetrating observations on American life.

The Lost Journalism of Ring Lardner reintroduces this journalistic giant and his
work and shows Lardner to be the rarest of writers: a spot-on chronicler of his
time and place who remains contemporary to subsequent generations.
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