
The Limits Of Belonging In Post Genocide
Turkey: Unveiling the Complex Dynamics of
Identity and Memory

Turkey, a country rich in history and diversity, has been grappling with the
aftermath of the Armenian Genocide for over a century. The complex dynamics of
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identity and memory associated with this tragic event have shaped the limits of
belonging in post genocide Turkey. Despite efforts to reconcile and rebuild, the
challenges faced by survivors, descendants, and the wider society in coming to
terms with the past have been profound.

The Armenian Genocide, which took place during World War I, led to the
systematic extermination of over a million Armenians by the Ottoman Empire.
This dark chapter in history remains a contentious issue, as the Turkish
government denies the genocide and seeks to suppress any discussion or
recognition of it. The lack of acknowledgement and justice for the victims has
significantly impacted the sense of belonging within the Armenian community and
has created divisions within Turkish society.
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The Role of Collective Memory in Shaping Identity

Collective memory plays a vital role in shaping individual and group identities,
particularly in the context of historical atrocities. In post genocide Turkey, the
memory of the Armenian Genocide has been often repressed and distorted,
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serving to reinforce the dominant national narrative. The maintenance of an
official historical discourse that denies the genocide has created an environment
where Armenian identity remains marginalized and the memory of the genocide is
marginalized.

This marginalization has not only affected the Armenian community but has also
impacted the wider society in Turkey. The limits of belonging extend to those who
express dissenting voices or challenge the official narrative. Activists, journalists,
and scholars who seek to explore and document the truth face persecution and
censorship, further undermining the process of reconciliation and creating a
stifling environment for free expression.

Intersecting Identities and the Politics of Belonging

The limits of belonging in post genocide Turkey are not limited to the Armenian
community. Other minority groups such as Kurds, Alevis, and Christians have
also faced discrimination, marginalization, and violence due to their ethnic or
religious identity. These intersecting identities intersecting with the memory of the
genocide create complex dynamics that perpetuate exclusion and hinder social
cohesion.

The politics of belonging are often driven by nationalist sentiments and a desire to
maintain a homogenous Turkish identity. While some progress has been made in
recent years, with the opening up of limited spaces for dialogue and recognition,
these efforts have been met with resistance from conservative factions within
society and the government. The ongoing denial of the past inhibits the ability to
address systemic societal issues and heal historical wounds.

Challenging the Limits and Strengthening Belonging



Overcoming the limits of belonging in post genocide Turkey requires a
multifaceted approach that involves education, empathy, and a commitment to
justice. Recognizing and acknowledging the Armenian Genocide as a historical
fact is a crucial step towards building a foundation for collective healing and
reconciliation.

Initiatives that promote intercultural dialogue, cross-community partnerships, and
memorialization can provide spaces for shared understanding and empathy.
Education, both within formal institutions and through civil society initiatives, plays
a vital role in challenging the dominant national narrative and fostering critical
thinking and empathy among future generations.

Additionally, legal and political reforms are necessary to ensure the protection of
human rights and freedom of expression. Addressing the deep-rooted systemic
issues that perpetuate discrimination and marginalization is essential for a more
inclusive and just society.

The Way Forward: Towards a More Inclusive Turkey

The limits of belonging in post genocide Turkey are deeply entrenched, but not
insurmountable. The courage and determination of individuals and organizations
working towards recognition, justice, and reconciliation are testament to the
resilience of the human spirit.

By challenging the dominant narrative, advocating for inclusive policies, and
fostering a culture of empathy and understanding, Turkey can embark on a path
towards a more inclusive and cohesive society. It is only by facing the past and
embracing the diversity of its population that Turkey can truly overcome the limits
of belonging.
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Recovering Armenia offers the first in-depth study of the aftermath of the 1915
Armenian Genocide and the Armenians who remained in Turkey. Following World
War I, as the victorious Allied powers occupied Ottoman territories, Armenian
survivors returned to their hometowns optimistic that they might establish an
independent Armenia. But Turkish resistance prevailed, and by 1923 the Allies
withdrew, the Turkish Republic was established, and Armenians were left again to
reconstruct their communities within a country that still considered them traitors.
Lerna Ekmekcioglu investigates how Armenians recovered their identity within
these drastically changing political conditions.

Reading Armenian texts and images produced in Istanbul from the close of WWI
through the early 1930s, Ekmekcioglu gives voice to the community's most
prominent public figures, notably Hayganush Mark, a renowned activist, feminist,
and editor of the influential journal Hay Gin. These public figures articulated an
Armenianess sustained through gendered differences, and women came to play
a central role preserving traditions, memory, and the mother tongue within the
home. But even as women were being celebrated for their traditional roles, a
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strong feminist movement found opportunity for leadership within the community.
Ultimately, the book explores this paradox: how someone could be an Armenian
and a feminist in post-genocide Turkey when, through its various laws and
regulations, the key path for Armenians to maintain their identity was through
traditionally gendered roles.
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