
The Indo-Europeanizing of Europe: Unraveling
the Impact of Militarism

In recent years, Europe has witnessed a resurgence in militarism, leaving its
mark on the continent's social, political, and cultural landscape. This trend has not
only transformed the region's security policies but has also had a profound impact
on the process of European integration itself. In this article, we delve into the
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concept of Indo-Europeanizing and explore how militarism has played a crucial
role in this phenomenon.

Understanding Indo-Europeanizing

Indo-Europeanizing refers to the process through which a region adopts elements
of Indo-European culture and ideology. Historically, this process has been
observed as migration, conquests, and colonization of different regions by Indo-
European cultures. However, in the context of Europe, militarism has emerged as
a significant driver of Indo-Europeanizing.
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The Rise of Militarism in Europe

Over the past couple of decades, Europe has experienced a resurgence of
militarism, particularly seen in the bolstering of defense budgets, the increase in
military exercises and operations, and the deployment of troops in various
regions. This militaristic shift has been fueled by factors such as geopolitical
tensions, global power dynamics, and the rise of nationalistic sentiments among
certain states.
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Militarism and the European Integration Project

While the European integration project aimed to foster peace, stability, and
cooperation among member states, militarism has complicated this endeavor.
The reliance on militaristic strategies, arms race dynamics, and the pursuit of
military alliances have raised concerns regarding the erosion of the European
Union's founding principles.

Militarism's Impact on European Culture

Beyond the realm of politics and security, militarism has also permeated
European culture. It has influenced art, literature, and even popular
entertainment. The glorification of war, the idealization of military heroes, and the
romanticization of armed conflict have become recurring themes, reflecting a
broader societal acceptance of militaristic values.

Challenges and Consequences

The growing militarism in Europe poses several challenges and consequences,
both internally and externally. Domestically, it can lead to increased social
divisions, erosion of civil liberties, and the diversion of resources from social
welfare programs. Externally, it heightens the risk of conflicts, threatens
diplomatic relationships, and intensifies global tensions.

The Need for Balance and Alternatives

It is essential to recognize the dangers of excessive militarism and strive for a
more balanced approach. Europe must explore alternatives that prioritize
diplomacy, peaceful resolution of conflicts, and the cultivation of a culture of
dialogue and cooperation. This entails reevaluating defense strategies, promoting
disarmament, and investing in non-military areas such as education, innovation,
and sustainable development.



The Indo-Europeanizing of Europe has been significantly influenced by the rise of
militarism. While Europe grapples with the consequences of this trend, it is vital to
acknowledge the need for comprehensive discussions, policy reforms, and the
pursuit of peaceful alternatives. Only through a collective effort can Europe pave
the way for a future that is defined by cooperation, stability, and the preservation
of its core values.
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This book argues that the Indo-Europeanizing of Europe essentially began shortly
before 1600 BC, when lands rich in natural resources were taken over by military
forces from the Eurasian steppe and from southern Caucasia. First were the
copper and silver mines (along with good harbors) in Greece, and the copper and
gold mines of the Carpathian basin. By ca. 1500 BC other military men had taken
over the amber coasts of Scandinavia and the metalworking district of the
southern Alps. These military takeovers offer the most likely explanations for the
origins of the Greek, Keltic, Germanic and Italic subgroups of the Indo-European
language family.
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Battlefield warfare and militarism, Robert Drews contends, were novelties ca.
1600 BC and were a consequence of the military employment of chariots. Current
opinion is that militarism and battlefield warfare are as old as formal states, going
back before 3000 BC.

Another current opinion is that the Indo-Europeanizing of Europe happened long
before 1600 BC. The "Kurgan theory" of Marija Gimbutas and David Anthony
dates it from late in the fifth to early in the third millennium BC and explains it as
the result of horse-riding conquerors or raiders coming to Europe from the
steppe. Colin Renfrew’s Archaeology and Language dates the Indo-
Europeanizing of Europe to the seventh and sixth millennia BC, and explains it as
a consequence of the spread of agriculture in a "wave of advance" from Anatolia
through Europe. Pairing linguistic with archaeological evidence Drews concludes
that in Greece and Italy, at least, no Indo-European language could have arrived
before the second millennium BC.
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