The Incredible Story Of Pat Pattle: The
Greatest Fighter Pilot Of WWII Ace

Everyone loves a hero, and when it comes to World War Il, there are numerous
tales of bravery and exceptional skill. One such story is that of Pat Pattle, the
greatest fighter pilot of the war. From his early days to his remarkable
achievements, this article delves into the awe-inspiring journey of an

extraordinary man.

Early Life and Ambition

Pat Pattle was born on June 3, 1914, in Butte, Montana. His interest in aviation
began at a young age when he witnessed the barnstorming pilots performing
daring stunts at a nearby airfield. The thrill and excitement fueled his ambition to

become a pilot one day.

During his teenage years, Pattle enrolled in aviation training courses and earned
his pilot's license at the age of 19. Little did he know that this was just the
beginning of an illustrious career that would later label him as the greatest fighter
pilot of WWIL.
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Joining the Royal Air Force

In 1936, at the age of 22, Pattle made a life-changing decision to join the Royal
Air Force (RAF) in England. With his exceptional talent and unwavering
determination, he quickly stood out among his peers. Pattle's exemplary skills

were recognized, and he was assigned to No. 80 Squadron in Egypt.

His debut in combat came in 1937 during the Abyssinia Crisis, where he
successfully downed several enemy planes. This significant achievement
showcased his uncanny ability to outmaneuver opponents and marked the

beginning of a brilliant career as an ace.

Rise to Greatness

As World War Il erupted, Pattle's prowess in the air became undeniable. His
combat strategies and swift reflexes earned him the nickname "The Flying Greek"
as he shattered records and surpassed expectations. The Battle of Britain
became the turning point for Pattle, where he showcased his genius in aerial

combat.

Pattle's kill count rose rapidly, surpassing the double digits within months. His
unique ability to anticipate enemy movements and his unmatched marksmanship

made him a force to be reckoned with.

Unprecedented Success
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Pattle's record of achievements is truly extraordinary. With an unparalleled 51
confirmed victories, he became the top-scoring Allied pilot of WWII, and his name
resonated throughout the aviation world. No adversary could match his skills, and

his presence alone instilled fear in enemy ranks.

Aside from individual accomplishments, Pattle's leadership qualities were
exceptional. He frequently mentored young pilots, sharing his experiences and
teaching them valuable tactics. His dedication and selflessness transformed him

into a role model for countless aspiring aviators.

The Tragic End

Pat Pattle's journey, though filled with triumph, was cut short tragically. On April
20, 1941, during an intense dogfight over Greece, Pattle's plane was shot down

by enemy fire. The world mourned the loss of a true hero and a legendary aviator.

A Legacy Remembered

The memory of Pat Pattle lives on, not only through his accomplishments but also
through the inspiration he left behind. His name continues to be associated with
bravery, skill, and unwavering determination. The legacy of the greatest fighter

pilot of WWII ace will forever remain a symbol of heroism in the face of adversity.

Pat Pattle's incredible story serves as a reminder of the extraordinary individuals
who fought valiantly during World War Il. Through his unwavering ambition,

exceptional skills, and remarkable achievements, he became an aviation legend.

The legacy of Pat Pattle, the greatest fighter pilot of WWII, continues to inspire
generations. His courage, determination, and selflessness serve as a beacon of

hope, reminding us that even in the darkest times, true heroes will rise.
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‘Pat Pattle was a legend in the RAF ... he was far and away the
greatest ace the Middle East was ever to see, with an astronomical
number of victories to his credit’ Roald Dahl

In terms of enemy aircraft shot down or destroyed, Squadron Leader Thomas

‘Pat’ Pattle was the greatest fighter pilot of the Second World War.

A South African who flew with the RAF, Pattle was an airman of outstanding skills
and leadership who became the Allies’ top-scoring fighter pilot after winning

scores of stunning victories in deadly aerial combat.

But for years after the war ended, Pattle was virtually an unsung hero because
the records of his extraordinary achievements were destroyed amid the turmoil of

war.

Compiled with the help of surviving pilots and members of the squadrons with

which Pattle fought in the air over Greece, ACE OF ACES is a gripping and
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authoritative account of his amazing flying career, and the book which finally

brought Pattle the recognition he so richly deserved.
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‘This book ... deserves the attention of serious historians of WWII and leaves no

doubt Pat Pattle was an outstanding pilot’Flying Review International

‘Thrills galore’Daily Mirror

‘Sleuth-like Baker has built up a case to put Pattle to the top of the list of British

Aces’Scotsman

‘The absolute ace of the RAF’Glasgow Herald

‘Excellent’Daily Telegraph

‘As a flyer and aerial shot, (Pattle) was unbeatable’ News of the World

‘One of the unsung heroes of the war in the air, a brilliant pilot and tactician’

Evening Chronicle

‘Pat Pattle was in fact the greatest fighter pilot in the RAF in WWII’Yorkshire Post
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