
The Hundred Year Rivalry Between The
Yankees And Red Sox
For over a century, the New York Yankees and the Boston Red Sox have
engaged in one of the most intense and storied rivalries in the history of
professional sports. This bitter feud between two American League powerhouses
has captured the hearts and minds of fans throughout the United States and
beyond. From the very beginning, it was clear that these two teams were
destined for a lengthy and heated rivalry that would span generations.

The Origins of the Rivalry

The rivalry dates back to 1901 when the American League was established as a
major league. The then Boston Americans, who would later become the Red Sox,
and the Baltimore Orioles were the first two teams to sign up for the new league.
However, due to financial struggles, the Orioles were relocated to New York and
became the Highlanders, a precursor to the Yankees.

As fate would have it, the Highlanders and the Americans played their first game
against each other on April 26, 1901. The contest ended with the Highlanders
prevailing with a 5-3 victory. This initial meeting set the stage for what was to
come - a thrilling rivalry characterized by high-stakes games, dramatic moments,
and larger-than-life personalities.
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The Babe Ruth Era

One of the most significant turning points in the rivalry occurred in 1919 when the
Red Sox made the fateful decision to trade Babe Ruth to the Yankees. At the
time, Ruth was a standout pitcher for the Red Sox. However, the team's owner,
Harry Frazee, sold Ruth to the Yankees for financial reasons.

Little did Frazee know that this transaction would alter the course of baseball
history. Ruth's move to the Yankees transformed him into an iconic slugger and
paved the way for the Yankees to become a dominant force in the league.
Meanwhile, the Red Sox embarked on an 86-year championship drought, widely
believed to be the "Curse of the Bambino."

Iconic Rivalry Moments

Throughout the years, the Yankees and the Red Sox have produced countless
memorable moments that have cemented their rivalry's enduring legacy. One of
the most iconic moments took place during the 1978 season when the Yankees
overcame a 14-game deficit to catch up to the Red Sox in the American League
East division. In the tiebreaker game known as the "Bucky Dent Game," Yankees
shortstop Bucky Dent hit a go-ahead three-run home run, sealing their victory.
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Another pivotal moment in the rivalry occurred during the 2003 American League
Championship Series. With the series tied at three games apiece, the Red Sox
and the Yankees faced off in Game 7. In a legendary matchup, Yankees pitcher
Roger Clemens dueled against Red Sox pitcher Pedro Martinez. The game
ended with the Yankees winning 6-5 and securing their spot in the World Series.

The Modern Era

The rivalry continues to captivate fans in the present day. From the late 1990s
through the early 2000s, the Yankees and the Red Sox faced each other in
multiple ALCS clashes, further fueling their fierce competition. These matchups
often showcased star players such as Derek Jeter, Mariano Rivera, David Ortiz,
and Manny Ramirez.

The intensity of the rivalry was on full display during the 2004 season. The Red
Sox, facing a 3-0 deficit in the ALCS, rallied back to win four consecutive games
and advance to the World Series. They ultimately ended their 86-year
championship drought by winning the World Series. This historic comeback,
known as the "Reverse the Curse" miracle, further deepened the rivalry's
significance.

The Legacy

The century-long rivalry between the Yankees and the Red Sox has left an
indelible mark on the sport of baseball. It has created unforgettable moments,
fueled heated debates, and united fans and players with a shared passion for the
game. Beyond the on-field competition, the rivalry has transcended the sport and
become a cultural phenomenon that extends far beyond the baseball diamond.

As the two teams continue to battle for supremacy season after season, the
rivalry's flame burns brighter than ever. It continues to generate excitement,



anticipation, and joy for fans on both sides, ensuring that this storied feud will
endure for many years to come.
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The New York Yankees. The Boston Red Sox. For a hundred years, no two teams
have locked horns as fiercely or as frequently – and no two seasons frame the
colossal battle more perfectly than 2003 and 2004. Now, with incredible energy
and access, leading sports columnist Mike Vaccaro chronicles the history of the
greatest rivalry in sports, and the two stunning American League Championship
Series that define a century of baseball.

October 17, 2003: A night no Yankees or Red Sox fan will ever forget. At 12:15
am, bottom of the eleventh inning of game seven of the ALCS, New York third-
baseman Aaron Boone launches a ball over Yankee Stadium’s left-field fence.
The Yankees win their 39th pennant – and send the perennially vexed Boston
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Red Sox home . . . again . . . suffering another devastating loss to their longtime
nemesis.

October 20, 2004: A year later, an eerie reprise – but this time things are different.
After losing three straight to the Yankees, Boston has charged back to win the
next three, forcing a decisive game seven. From the start of the game Boston is
in control, and by winning this game they march toward their first World Series
victory since 1918.

These two explosive years define an extraordinary, epic rivalry – from Mariano
Rivera and Roger Clemens to Pedro Martinez and Curt Schilling, Derek Jeter and
Aaron Boone to David Ortiz and Manny Ramirez, from nearly a century of Yankee
domination to the undisputed breaking of “The Curse.” With the razor-sharp
instincts that have made him a top sports journalist, Mike Vaccaro delves into the
history of the rollicking rivalry: a vicious collision in 1903 (between the New York
Highlanders and Boston Pilgrims) that draws first blood; the era of Babe Ruth and
his legendary trade from the Red Sox to the Yankees, ushering in the notorious
Curse; the golden age of DiMaggio and Williams; the unstoppable power of
Mantle and Maris; the heart and soul of Fisk and Yazstremski versus Pinella and
Munson; and the modern era of dueling owners, skyrocketing payrolls, and a
renewed rivalry that attracts sell-out crowds even to Yankees-Red Sox spring
training games.

EMPERORS AND IDIOTS is as lively, fascinating, and raucous as the teams
themselves – a must-have volume for any Yankees or Red Sox fan.
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