
The Fascinating History of Agricultural
Science in the Netherlands and Its Colonies
(1863-1986)
Agricultural science has always played a crucial role in the development of
societies, and the Netherlands holds a significant place in this narrative. From the
mid-19th century to the late 20th century, the agricultural developments in the
Netherlands and its colonies have shaped the nation's economy and agricultural
practices worldwide.

The Beginnings in the Mid-19th Century

In 1863, the Netherlands established the Agricultural Research Department,
signaling the start of a more organized and scientific approach to agriculture. This
marked a shift from traditional farming methods to a more modern and efficient
agricultural system. The government invested heavily in research and
development, aiming to improve agricultural productivity and overall food security.

During this period, the Dutch East Indies (present-day Indonesia) was a major
colony of the Netherlands. Agricultural science played a critical role in the Dutch
East Indies as well. The establishment of experimental farms, the of new crop
varieties, and the implementation of innovative irrigation systems significantly
contributed to the region's agricultural sector.
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The Golden Era of Agricultural Science (Late 19th - Mid 20th
Century)

By the late 19th century, the Netherlands was at the forefront of agricultural
research and innovation. This era witnessed groundbreaking advancements in
crop cultivation techniques, livestock breeding, and agricultural machinery. Dutch
scientists focused on improving crop yields and developing disease-resistant
varieties to combat pests and diseases.

In this period, the agricultural colonies of the Netherlands played a crucial role in
experimenting with various crops and agricultural practices. The Dutch East
Indies, Suriname, and the Netherlands Antilles became living laboratories for
testing new farming techniques, improving productivity, and exploring the
agricultural potential of the colonies.

Agricultural Science Post-WWII and Beyond

Following World War II, agricultural science in the Netherlands entered a new
phase. The reconstruction efforts after the war brought with them significant
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advancements in agricultural technology. The of mechanized farming, the use of
chemical fertilizers and pesticides, and the further development of hybrid crop
varieties became common practices.

The Netherlands continued to invest heavily in research and development,
leading to remarkable discoveries in agricultural science. The country became
renowned for its expertise in greenhouse agriculture, exporting flowers, fruits, and
vegetables globally. Additionally, Dutch scientists focused on sustainable
agricultural practices, aiming to reduce the environmental impact of farming.

Legacy and Impact of Agricultural Science in the Netherlands and
Its Colonies

The advancements in agricultural science witnessed in the Netherlands and its
colonies during this period had a profound and long-lasting impact. The
knowledge gained from extensive scientific research helped transform the
agricultural landscape not only in the Netherlands but also in the colonies.

The expertise and techniques developed in the Netherlands were shared with
other countries, especially those with similar agricultural systems and challenges.
This knowledge exchange contributed to the growth of agricultural practices and
helped improve food security in various regions across the world.

The history of agricultural science in the Netherlands and its colonies from 1863
to 1986 is a remarkable tale of innovation and progress. The scientific
advancements made during this period undoubtedly had a lasting impact on the
agricultural practices in the country and beyond. From the establishment of
agricultural research departments to the of new farming techniques and practices,
the Netherlands left an indelible mark on agricultural science.



Furthermore, the colonies of the Netherlands acted as fertile ground for
experimentation and facilitated the development of new crop varieties and
farming methods. The knowledge gained from these endeavors continues to
shape agricultural practices worldwide today.
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Science Cultivating Practice is an institutional history of agricultural science in the
Netherlands and its overseas territories. The focus of this study is the variety of
views about a proper relationship between science and (agricultural) practice.
Such views and plans materialised in the overall organisation of research and
education. Moreover, the book provides case studies of genetics and plant
breeding in the Netherlands, colonial rice breeding, and agricultural statistics.
Ideas affected the organisation as much as the other way round. The net result
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was an institutional development in which the values of academic science were
rated higher than the values of practice.
This book is a distinctive piece of work as it treats the dynamics of science in a
European as well as in a colonial context. These different ecological and social
environments lead to other forms of knowledge and experimentation as well as
other ways of organising science.
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