The Extraordinary Saga of Howard Mike Hunt:
An Incredible Aviation Survivor Story

Prepare to be amazed as we delve into the unbelievable saga of Howard Mike
Hunt, a true aviation survivor. This extraordinary tale will take you on a
rollercoaster of emotions, showcasing the indomitable human spirit and the will to

survive against all odds.

The Early Years

Born in a small town in Alabama, Howard Mike Hunt grew up dreaming of soaring
through the skies. From a young age, he was fascinated by aircraft and
consumed every bit of aviation information he could get his hands on. His

determination to one day become a pilot was unwavering.

After years of hard work and determination, Howard finally achieved his lifelong
dream by obtaining his pilot's license. With wings on his back, he felt invincible

and ready to embark on countless adventures in the sky.
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The Fateful Flight

On a beautiful summer day, Howard Mike Hunt embarked on what would become
the most harrowing experience of his life. In an unfortunate turn of events, his
small personal aircraft suffered an engine failure during a routine flight. This

marked the beginning of his incredible saga as an aviation survivor.

As the engine sputtered and died, panic filled Howard's heart. The airplane
started losing altitude rapidly, and he knew he had to act quickly. With nerves of
steel, he tried to restart the engine, but his efforts were in vain. As he put in a
distress call and braced for impact, his mind raced through the possibilities of

survival.

The Miraculous Crash Landing

The final moments before impact felt like an eternity, but miraculously, Howard
Mike Hunt managed to make a crash landing in a remote wilderness area. The
impact was violent, and the aircraft was severely damaged, but Howard was

alive.

As he emerged from the wreckage, pain coursing through his body, Howard
realized that his fight for survival had only just begun. Stranded in an unfamiliar
terrain with limited supplies, he had to rely on his resourcefulness and survival

skills to stay alive.

Against All Odds

Days turned into weeks, and weeks turned into months. Howard Mike Hunt

battled hunger, dehydration, and the harsh elements of nature. He improvised
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shelters, hunted for food, and fought off dangerous predators.

Despite the immense challenges, Howard never gave up hope. His determination
to be reunited with his loved ones pushed him to search for civilization tirelessly.
He scavenged for any remnants of civilization, followed river currents, and left

signs for any potential rescuers.

The Incredible Rescue

After what felt like an eternity, Howard Mike Hunt's perseverance finally paid off.
He stumbled upon a small village on the outskirts of civilization, and his heart
filled with joy. The villagers, astonished by his tale of survival, welcomed him with

open arms.

Rescuers were alerted, and soon Howard was reunited with his loved ones. The
news of his extraordinary survival spread like wildfire, capturing the hearts and

imagination of people worldwide.

A True Inspiration

Howard Mike Hunt's saga is not just a story of survival; it is a testament to the
strength of the human spirit. His unwavering determination, resourcefulness, and

will to live serve as an inspiration to us all.

As we reflect on Howard's incredible journey, let us be reminded of the
indomitable nature that lies within each of us. No matter the circumstances, there
is always hope. The saga of Howard Mike Hunt is a compelling reminder that we
are all capable of achieving the extraordinary if we dare to dream, persevere, and

believe in ourselves.
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The story of a dynamic, "can do" man. From the cornfields of lowa, to an air

military career that took him around the world, to testifying before a United States
Senate Select Committee on Small Business, to salvaging a DC-4 off the ice in
Hudson Bay, Canada, to homesteading in Alaska. This is the autobiography of a
man with determination, intention, and perseverance who lived his life to the

fullest.

Howard "Mike" Hunt was born during the great depression. He understood that in
order to get ahead in life, he would have to get an education. His passion had
always been to fly. He saved enough money to take flying lessons and soloed at
age seventeen. World War Il was breaking out. He wanted to enlist as a pilot, but
needed college credits to qualify. He entered lowa State College and after two

years joined the Army Air Corp and started his military career as a pilot.

After his military career ended in 1947, Hunt, along with a small group of World
War |l veterans, obtained surplus military airplanes and started a non-scheduled
airline in Alaska and Washington state named Air Transport Associates, Inc.

(ATA). Nationwide, non-scheduled airlines were feuding with the Civil Aeronautics
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Board and the scheduled airlines because the non-scheduled airlines provided
low-cost air service. The scheduled airlines were receiving government subsidies
and charging higher rates to customers. The federal government eventually

revoked ATA's carrier operating authority and the airline went "belly up."

Military pilot, bush pilot, gold miner, and homesteader, Hunt was the "Jack of all
Trades." He never quit in the face of great adversity. He went on to live out his life
doing what he loved most - flying his warbirds, prospecting, hunting and fishing.
He has been honored with many awards including the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Alaska Aviation Museum Hall of Fame. His legacy lives on in the
hearts and minds of those who knew and loved him, as a man who lived with

passion and purpose.
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