
The Critical History of Routledge Critical
Studies In Sport: A Paradigm-Shifting Journey

In the world of academia, few subjects are as dynamic and thought-provoking as
the critical analysis of sport. The field of sports studies has witnessed tremendous
growth over the years, thanks to publications like the Routledge Critical Studies In
Sport series. This article takes you on a captivating journey through the critical
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history of this remarkable series, exploring its impact on the field and the
extensive debates it has sparked.

Unveiling the Origins

The Routledge Critical Studies In Sport series was born out of a desire to
challenge conventional notions surrounding sports and delve deeper into the
social, cultural, political, and economic implications of athletic activities.
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Launched by the prestigious Routledge publishing house, this series quickly
gained recognition among scholars, researchers, and enthusiasts who sought to
explore the multifaceted nature of sports from an interdisciplinary perspective. Its
establishment marked a paradigm shift in how we approach the study of sports
and opened doors to exciting avenues of research.

A New Era of Critical Analysis

The impact of the Routledge Critical Studies In Sport series cannot be
understated. Its diverse collection of publications covers a broad range of topics,
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including but not limited to gender and sexuality in sports, racial and ethnic
identities, global sporting events, nationalism, commercialization, and media
representation.

By encouraging critical thinking and challenging established beliefs, this series
has reshaped the landscape of sports studies. It has spurred vigorous debates
and generated fresh perspectives, ultimately leading to a more comprehensive
understanding of the complex relationships between sports and society.

Revolutionizing Research and Scholarship

The Routledge Critical Studies In Sport series has not only revolutionized how we
think about sports; it has also paved the way for groundbreaking research.
Through its thought-provoking publications, it has inspired countless scholars to
embark on innovative studies that delve into previously unexplored areas.

Scholars from diverse backgrounds have embraced the critical approach
encouraged by this series, resulting in insightful analyses that challenge the
status quo. The rigorous research methodologies employed by these scholars
have led to a wealth of knowledge and a deeper understanding of the
complexities inherent in the world of sports.

Implications in the Real World

The critical history of the Routledge Critical Studies In Sport series extends
beyond academia. By examining sports through a critical lens, this series has
shed light on issues of social inequality, power dynamics, and systemic
discrimination present within the realm of athletics.

The thought-provoking research and analysis presented in this series have had a
significant impact on sports governance, policymaking, and social movements



advocating for change. It has served as a catalyst for reform and has encouraged
stakeholders to reflect on the sociopolitical implications of their actions within the
sporting world.

A Bright Future Ahead

As the field of sports studies continues to evolve, the Routledge Critical Studies
In Sport series remains a beacon of intellectual curiosity and critical engagement.
Its legacy of challenging traditional thinking and fostering innovative research will
undoubtedly shape the future direction of sports scholarship.

The critical history of this landmark series serves as a testament to the power of
critical analysis and its potential to transform our understanding of sports and
society. As the world of sports continually evolves, so will the critical lens through
which we examine it, ensuring that this series remains at the forefront of
groundbreaking research and scholarly endeavors.
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This book provides the first detailed history of one of the most powerful
international sport organisations, the International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF),since 2019 known as World Athletics. The book critically
assesses the internal power relations within the IAAF by focusing on the IAAF
leadership.

Based on extensive archival research, Power and Politics in World Athletics offers
a nuanced analysis of the institutionalised strategies that developed as a
reflection of the IAAF’s interests and aims to create a broader understanding of
the global sport system. With only six presidents in over a century of existence,
the IAAF’s leaders had profound impacts on other international institutions,
national stakeholders and sporting participants. Through four sections, the book
identifies various key turning points in the history of the governing body of
athletics, and explores the IAAF’s foundation, the policies of past IAAF
presidents, and controversial issues such as doping, corruption and manipulation
through a socio-historical lens. The book shows that while anyone could take part
in athletics, policies enacted by each president served to ostracize those groups
who did not fit into the IAAF’s vision of an equal playing field.

This book is essential reading for anyone with an interest in sport history, sport
sociology, the politics of sport, sport management, sport governance, or
international organisations.
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