
The Complete Guide For The Primary Grades:
61 Traits Of Writing

As students embark on their journey of learning to write in the primary grades, it
is crucial to provide them with a comprehensive guide that covers all the essential
traits of writing. The primary grades are a critical time in a child's educational
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development, where they learn the foundations of effective communication
through written words.

In this complete guide, we will explore the 61 key traits of writing that primary
grade students should focus on. These traits encompass various aspects of
writing, including organization, sentence fluency, voice, word choice, and many
more. Understanding and honing these traits will empower young learners to
express their thoughts and ideas eloquently and confidently.
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The Essence of Organization

Organization is the backbone of any piece of writing. It involves the structure,
coherence, and logical flow of ideas presented in a clear and concise manner. In
the primary grades, students learn to organize their thoughts coherently and
present them in a way that makes sense to their audience.

To develop organizational skills, primary grade students should learn how to
create outlines, use graphic organizers, and structure their writing into
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paragraphs. These skills help ensure that their ideas are presented in a logical
sequence, enabling their readers to follow along effortlessly.

Sentence Fluency and Voice

Sentence fluency refers to the rhythm and flow of sentences in a piece of writing.
In the primary grades, students strive to write sentences that are not only
grammatically correct but also varied in length and structure. This diversity adds a
level of interest to their writing and keeps the readers engaged.

Voice, on the other hand, is the unique personality that comes through in a
writer's work. It reflects the writer's tone, style, and attitude towards the topic.
Encouraging primary grade students to express their thoughts and opinions in
their writing helps them develop their distinct voice, making their work more
authentic and compelling.

Word Choice and Conventions

The words we choose greatly impact the effectiveness of our writing. Teaching
primary grade students to select precise and vivid words helps them effectively
convey their message and engage their readers. Through the use of adjectives,
verbs, and strong nouns, students can create vivid imagery and evoke emotions
in their writing.

Furthermore, understanding the conventions of writing, such as spelling,
punctuation, and grammar, is crucial for effective communication. In the primary
grades, students gradually learn how to apply these conventions correctly,
enhancing the clarity and understanding of their writing.

The Power of Revision and Proofreading



Revision and proofreading are iterative processes that refine and enhance a
piece of writing. In the primary grades, students should be encouraged to revise
their work to improve clarity, coherence, and overall impact. This involves
reviewing their writing for areas that need further development or refinement.

Proofreading, on the other hand, focuses on eliminating errors in spelling,
grammar, punctuation, and syntax. Teaching primary grade students to
meticulously proofread their work instills in them the importance of attention to
detail and fosters the development of strong editing skills.

Implementing the 61 Traits of Writing

Now that we have explored the various traits of writing that primary grade
students should focus on, it is essential to devise strategies for implementing
these traits effectively. Teachers can incorporate these traits into their lesson
plans through a combination of explicit instruction, modeling, practice activities,
and constructive feedback.

Breaking down each trait into manageable components and providing students
with opportunities to apply them in their writing encourages active engagement
and growth. By embedding these traits into the curriculum, teachers can build a
solid foundation for writing skills that will benefit students throughout their
academic journey.

The primary grades serve as a crucial period for developing strong writing skills.
With the complete guide on the 61 traits of writing, educators can empower their
students to become effective communicators and confident writers. By focusing
on organization, sentence fluency, voice, word choice, conventions, revision, and
proofreading, primary grade students can develop their writing abilities and
express their thoughts and ideas eloquently.
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Why has the 6+1 TRAIT model had such a tremendous impact on writing
instruction? Because it works. It allows teachers to pinpoint students’ strengths
and weaknesses in ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency,
conventions, and presentation, and focus instruction. Now Culham turns her
expert eye to our youngest students. Like her groundbreaking guide for grades 3
and up, her new book contains scoring guides, sample papers, and focus lessons
for each trait, but framed to address K–2 teachers’ needs!
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