
The Breathtaking Storms of Imagination: We
Speak In Storms by Natalie Lund

Emotions can be as wild as a storm, but what if the storm became a character by
itself? What if it brought solace, redemption, and healing? In Natalie Lund's
stunning debut novel, We Speak In Storms, readers are transported into a world
where three teenagers and a storm collectively embark on a journey of self-
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discovery and genuine connection. Drenched in lyrical prose and the rawness of
human emotions, Lund's novel gracefully explores themes of grief, forgiveness,
and the power of friendship amidst both physical and emotional storms.

The Birth of Connections

In the small town of Mercer, Wisconsin, three teenagers find themselves
inexplicably drawn together by a tragedy that struck their community 50 years
ago. Lena, Simon, and Nick are haunted by the whispers of the past and the
devastation left behind by a tornado that claimed the lives of numerous high
school students. Lund intricately weaves parallel narratives between the present
and past, giving voice to different generations while unraveling the mysteries
surrounding this historical event.
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Unleashing the Storms Within

Lund's rich descriptions of storm-filled landscapes and the turbulent emotions of
her characters make the reader feel as if they are standing at the edge of a
tempestuous sea, battling against their own personal hurricanes. As the plot
unfolds, Lena, Simon, and Nick's individual narratives intertwine, leading them on
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a remarkable journey to confront their own grief and find solace in shared
experiences.

The storm, depicted almost as a sentient being, plays a vital role in the narrative.
Lund uses stunning metaphors, comparing the emotional turmoil within the
characters to the fierce wind, electrifying lightning, and torrential rain that
embodies the essence of the storm itself. Through this anthropomorphization, the
storm becomes a catalyst for personal growth and healing, transforming fear into
resilience and despair into hope.

A Deep Dive Into Grief and Forgiveness

We Speak In Storms delves into the complex emotions surrounding grief and
forgiveness. Lund skillfully portrays the aftermath of tragedy through the eyes of
each character, capturing their individual struggles and the delicate process of
healing. She explores how communal grief, passed down through generations,
can both unite and divide a community.

The town's history is carefully unraveled, exposing the prejudices and resentment
simmering beneath the surface. As the storm rages outside, the characters are
forced to confront these deep-rooted emotions, eventually accepting the power of
forgiveness and its ability to bring about closure and redemption.

The Power of Unlikely Friendships

We Speak In Storms celebrates the transformative power of friendship. Lena,
Simon, and Nick, despite their differences and personal struggles, find solace and
strength in each other's company. Lund skillfully develops their relationships,
portraying the beauty of authenticity, vulnerability, and being understood.



As they embark on a journey to uncover the truth about the past, the characters
gradually learn to trust one another and themselves. Through their shared
experiences, they dismantle the walls they had built around their hearts and
discover the healing power of compassion and the beauty of embracing one's
true self.

With We Speak In Storms, Natalie Lund has crafted a poignant and emotionally
captivating debut. Through her masterful storytelling and vivid imagery, she takes
readers on a transformative journey that explores the depths of human emotions.
Lund's ability to create a storm as a character is both compelling and awe-
inspiring, leaving readers in awe of the raw power of nature and its ability to
mirror our innermost struggles.

We Speak In Storms is a heartfelt testament to the resilience of the human spirit
and the capacity for healing, forgiveness, and connection. It offers a mesmerizing
exploration of grief and the importance of embracing unlikely friendships. As
readers immerse themselves in this beautifully crafted tale, they are reminded
that storms, both metaphorical and literal, can provide opportunities for growth,
redemption, and rebirth.
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A powerful and haunting debut novel about friendship, acceptance, and learning
to let go as the balance between the living and the dead is upended, perfect for
fans of We Were Liars.

It's been more than 50 years since a tornado tore through a drive-in movie
theater in tiny Mercer, Illinois, leaving dozens of teens -- a whole generation of
Mercerites -- dead in its wake. So when another tornado touches down in the
exact same spot on the anniversary of this small-town tragedy, the town is
shaken. For Brenna Ortiz, Joshua Calloway, and Callie Keller, the apprehension
is more than just a feeling. Though they seem to share nothing more than a
struggle to belong, the teens' paths continue to intersect, bringing them together
when they least expect it, and perhaps, when they need it most. Both the living
and the dead have secrets and unresolved problems, but they may be able to find
peace and move forward--if only they work together.

A beautifully told, haunting yet hopeful novel about pushing past the pain, facing
the world, and finding yourself.

Praise for We Speak in Storms:

"A hauntingly atmospheric coming-of-age story . . . with fully realized characters,
an empowering message, and a highly satisfying ." --SLJ

"A lingering, quietly paced story about the echoes of trauma and the persistence
of hope." --Booklist

"This suspenseful novel . . . immediately grabs the reader's attention . . .
[Readers] will be eager to find out what happens next." --SLC
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