
The Back To Africa Movement In Arkansas In
The Late 1800s: The John Hope
Arkansas in the late 1800s was a time of great social and political change. One
movement that gained significant attention and shaped the history of the state
was the Back To Africa Movement, particularly the efforts led by John Hope.
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The Back To Africa Movement aimed to encourage African Americans to return to
their ancestral homeland and build a future free from the racial discrimination and
oppression they faced in America. The movement sought to establish a self-
governing African state and promote economic, social, and political progress for
African Americans.
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John Hope, a prominent African American activist and leader in Arkansas, played
a pivotal role in forwarding the objectives of the Back To Africa Movement. Born in
1854 into a family that experienced enslavement, Hope grew up witnessing the
injustices faced by African Americans in the post-Civil War era.

Hope, inspired by the ideas of Marcus Garvey and other Pan-African leaders,
became a vocal advocate for African American empowerment and self-
determination. In the late 1800s, he emerged as a charismatic leader, captivating
audiences with his powerful speeches and stirring calls for action.
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One of the key strategies employed by John Hope and the Back To Africa
Movement was the establishment of agricultural colonies in Arkansas, where
African Americans could practice sustainable farming techniques and develop
skills necessary for success in an African homeland. These colonies served as
training grounds and provided a sense of community, fostering a strong bond
among the participants.

The establishment of these colonies brought together African Americans from
various backgrounds, including former slaves, free-born individuals, and those
who had migrated to Arkansas from other states. They worked collectively to
create self-sufficient communities that thrived on cooperation and shared
resources.

Hope's leadership and vision also extended beyond the practical aspects of
building colonies. He tirelessly advocated for equal rights, education, and
economic opportunities for African Americans in Arkansas. Hope believed that by
equipping individuals with the necessary tools and resources, they could
contribute to the development of a prosperous African state.

The Back To Africa Movement led by John Hope faced numerous challenges and
criticisms. Some critics argued that the movement promoted separatism and
undermined the progress made by African Americans in America. Others believed
that it was impractical and unrealistic to expect a mass exodus back to Africa.

Despite the obstacles, Hope's movement gained traction and attracted a
significant following. His ability to inspire hope and instill pride in African
Americans resonated with many who felt disillusioned by the persistent racial
discrimination they faced.



However, the movement gradually lost momentum as political and social realities
posed formidable barriers. The rise of Jim Crow laws and the entrenched racism
in America made the prospect of returning to Africa seem increasingly
challenging. Additionally, the economic hardships faced by many African
Americans made emigration financially unfeasible for most.

By the early 1900s, the Back To Africa Movement in Arkansas had largely
dissipated. However, its legacy remains significant. The movement served as a
catalyst for discussions surrounding African American identity, self-determination,
and the fight against racial discrimination. It paved the way for future civil rights
leaders and organizations that would continue the struggle for equality.

John Hope's contributions to the Back To Africa Movement and the broader
African American community in Arkansas cannot be understated. His leadership,
courage, and vision played a vital role in shaping the discourse around racial
justice and highlighting the importance of self-empowerment.

, the Back To Africa Movement led by John Hope in Arkansas in the late 1800s
was a powerful expression of African American agency and resilience in the face
of racial oppression. While the movement faced numerous challenges and
ultimately dissipated, its impact reverberated through subsequent civil rights
efforts. The vision of building a future free from discrimination and oppression,
shared by Hope and his followers, continues to inspire individuals in their ongoing
pursuit of equality and justice.
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Liberia was founded by the American Colonization Society (ACS) in the 1820s as
an African refuge for free blacks and liberated American slaves. While interest in
African migration waned after the Civil War, it roared back in the late nineteenth
century with the rise of Jim Crow segregation and disfranchisement throughout
the South. The back-to-Africa movement held great new appeal to the South's
most marginalized citizens, rural African Americans. Nowhere was this interest in
Liberia emigration greater than in Arkansas. More emigrants to Liberia left from
Arkansas than any other state in the 1880s and 1890s.

In Journey of Hope, Kenneth C. Barnes explains why so many black Arkansas
sharecroppers dreamed of Africa and how their dreams of Liberia differed from
the reality. This rich narrative also examines the role of poor black farmers in the
creation of a black nationalist identity and the importance of the symbolism of an
ancestral continent.

Based on letters to the ACS and interviews of descendants of the emigrants in
war-torn Liberia, this study captures the life of black sharecroppers in the late
1800s and their dreams of escaping to Africa.
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