
The Art and Liberty Group: Pioneers of
Modernism

Modernism is a revolutionary artistic and cultural movement that emerged in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, challenging traditional forms and conventional
thinking. It was a time when artists sought to break away from the past and
experiment with new ideas and techniques. Among the many groups that
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emerged during this period, the Art and Liberty Group stood out as a beacon of
creativity and intellectual freedom.

The Rise of the Art and Liberty Group

The Art and Liberty Group was founded in Cairo, Egypt, in the late 1930s by a
group of artists, writers, and intellectuals. It aimed to promote freedom of
expression and unite artists who were seeking to break free from the constraints
of conservative traditions. With a strong emphasis on surrealism, the group
sought to challenge societal norms and spark a cultural revolution.
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A New Form of Expression: Surrealism

Surrealism, a key element of the Art and Liberty Group's artistic style, is an
artistic movement that explores the realm of the unconscious mind and embraces
the irrational and ambiguous. Rooted in the theories of Sigmund Freud,
surrealism aims to disrupt logical and rational thinking, encouraging artists to tap
into their subconscious and explore their dreams and desires.
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The members of the Art and Liberty Group embraced surrealism as a means to
express their discontent with the societal and political climate of the time.
Through their artworks, they sought to challenge and question authority,
advocating for individual freedom and the liberation of the mind.

Art as a Form of Activism

The Art and Liberty Group believed that art should serve a higher purpose
beyond aesthetic pleasure. They believed that it could be used as a powerful tool
for social and political change. Through their artwork, they aimed to critique the
oppressive regimes of the time and advocate for human rights and freedom of
speech.

One of the most prominent members of the Art and Liberty Group was the
Egyptian artist, filmmaker, and writer, Ramses Younan. He used his artworks to
express the struggles of the working class and highlight the social inequalities
prevalent in Egyptian society. Younan believed that art could be a catalyst for
change and played a crucial role in shaping public opinion.

The Legacy of the Art and Liberty Group

Although the Art and Liberty Group was relatively short-lived, its impact on the
modern art world cannot be underestimated. The group paved the way for future
generations of artists to challenge traditional norms and push the boundaries of
artistic expression. Their bold approach to art and activism continues to inspire
artists around the world.

The Art and Liberty Group's commitment to individual freedom and the power of
art remains relevant today. In a world marked by political and social unrest, their
message resonates with contemporary artists who continue to use art as a
means of questioning and challenging the status quo.



The Art and Liberty Group played a vital role in the development of modernism,
challenging traditional forms and advocating for artistic freedom. Through their
unique blend of surrealism and activism, they unleashed a wave of creativity that
continues to inspire artists today. Their legacy serves as a reminder that art has
the power to provoke meaningful change and shape the world we live in.

Keywords: modernism, Art and Liberty Group, surrealism, artistic expression,
activism
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In the thick of the Second World War, the Cairo-based Surrealist collective Art et
Liberte were pioneering new art forms and mounting subversive exhibitions that
sent shockwaves across local artistic circles. Born with the publication of their
Manifesto Long Live Degenerate Art on December 22nd, 1938, the group rejected
the convergence of art and nationalism, aligning themselves with a complex,
international and evolving Surrealist movement spanning cities such as Paris,
London, Mexico City, New York, Beirut and Tokyo. Art and Liberty created a
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distinct reworking of Surrealism, which provided a generation of disillusioned
Egyptian and non-Egyptian artists and writers, men and women alike, with a
platform for cultural reform and anti-Fascist protest. Surrealism in Egypt is the
first comprehensive analysis of Art and Liberty's artworks, literature and critical
writings on Surrealism. By addressing the group's long-lost and often
misconstrued legacy, and drawing on a substantial body of previously
unpublished primary documents and more than 200 field interviews, the author
charts Art and Liberty's significant contribution towards a new definition of
Surrealism.Moving beyond the polarizing dichotomies of Saidian Orientalism, this
book rewrites the history of Surrealism itself - advocating for a new definition of
the movement that reflects an inclusive vision of art history.
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