
The Absurd ABC: A Satirical Look at the World
of Nursery Rhymes and Fairy Tales

When we think of nursery rhymes and fairy tales, we often associate them with
innocence, whimsy, and life lessons for children. However, there exists a lesser-
known genre that takes these familiar stories and twists them into a bizarre,
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satirical universe filled with dark humor and absurdity. Welcome to "The Absurd
ABC," an alternative take on the world of nursery rhymes and fairy tales.

What is "The Absurd ABC"?

"The Absurd ABC" is a collection of satirical short stories, comics, and illustrations
that reimagine familiar nursery rhymes and fairy tales in hilariously nonsensical
ways. Created by a team of talented artists and writers, this project aims to
entertain readers of all ages with its unique blend of wit, irony, and outright
silliness.

THE ABSURD ABC - a satirical look at the world of
Nursery Rhymes and Fairy Tales
by Walter Crane(Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1837 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 46 pages
Paperback : 111 pages
Item Weight : 6.2 ounces
Dimensions : 6 x 0.28 x 9 inches

The Absurd World of "The Absurd ABC"

In this absurdist reinterpretation, traditional characters undergo unconventional
transformations and find themselves immersed in surreal and comical situations.
The innocent and predictable world of nursery rhymes and fairy tales is turned
upside down, leaving readers with a fresh and whimsical perspective.
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For example, picture Humpty Dumpty not only as the famous egg that falls off the
wall, but also as an egg-shaped superhero with the ability to fly. Jack and Jill
become expert mountaineers exploring mysterious realms on top of the hill. The
Big Bad Wolf takes up knitting as a hobby while waiting for the next Red Riding
Hood encounter.

The objective of "The Absurd ABC" is not only to entertain but also to highlight
societal absurdities through satire. By using familiar characters, symbols, and
themes, these stories allow readers to reflect on everyday norms and
expectations critically.

Unleashing the Power of Satire

Satire has long been used as a powerful tool to challenge established ideas and
social conventions. Through exaggeration, irony, and humor, it encourages
readers to question and analyze the world around them.

"The Absurd ABC" embraces this power, delivering poignant social commentary
while tickling readers' funny bones. By taking beloved stories and subverting their
traditional meanings, this satirical collection forces us to reconsider the values we
hold dear and confront the absurdities within society.

The Enduring Appeal of Nursery Rhymes and Fairy Tales

Part of what makes "The Absurd ABC" so intriguing is its juxtaposition of the
familiar and the bizarre. Nursery rhymes and fairy tales have a timeless quality
that resonates across generations. We grow up with these stories, cherishing the
memories they create and the lessons they impart.

By injecting absurdity into these tales, "The Absurd ABC" invites readers to
explore new depths of their imagination. It encourages us to challenge our



preconceived notions and embrace laughter as a means of understanding the
world in a different light.

Captivating All Audiences

While the primary aim may be to appeal to adults, "The Absurd ABC" transcends
age boundaries. Its blend of humor, nostalgia, and creativity captures the hearts
of young and old alike, offering a shared experience that can be enjoyed as a
family or with friends.

No matter your age, everyone can find something to appreciate in this whimsical
world of satire, where nursery rhymes and fairy tales collide with absurdity and
wit.

Join the Absurd Adventure

If you're ready to embark on a journey through a twisted and humorous universe,
"The Absurd ABC" awaits your arrival. Prepare to meet your favorite characters in
a whole new light and discover a new level of entertainment that challenges and
delights.

Buckle up, because the absurdity begins here!
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The Absurd ABC is a satirical look at the world of Nursery Rhymes and Fairy
Tales more aimed at adults than children.
One of the most creative periods in the history of children’s books took place in
the second half of the nineteenth century. “Father of the illustrated children’s
book”, Walter Crane, (1845-1915) was not only one of the most prolific illustrators
in the Victorian era, but was also an artist and decorative designer in the fields of
wallpaper, glass, ceramics, textile and interior design that still influences
designers today. The subjects of many of Walter Crane’s books were nursery
rhymes and fairy tales, and among his finest and most popular works were his
primers and alphabet books. The Absurd A.B.C. was published in 1874, a time
when Crane was at the very top of his form. In the preface to these books, Bryan
Holme wrote that, “there could be no better way of learning one’s ABCs than
through either of these books.”
The year 1863 was a vital turning point in Crane’s career, when he was
introduced to Edmund Evans (1826–1905),a prominent English wood engraver
and color printer, who was able to print a wide range of color schemes and
popularize the production of illustrated children’s books. Evans employed Crane
to illustrate covers for the publisher Frederick Warne & Co., in the yellow-bound
Sixpenny Toybook Series. After 1866, Crane designed for publisher George
Routledge & Sons’ Aunt Mavor’s Picture Books (later known as the Sixpenny Toy
Series) and Shilling Series (later called Walter Crane’s Toy Books).
The Absurd A.B.C. features entertaining verses along with colorful illustrations.
Crane’s designs were based on his observations of young children; he believed
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that good illustrations would stimulate children’s interest in reading books and
help them to learn. Crane thus illustrated a set of English nursery rhymes along
with comic touches, like the cow jumping over the moon and the cat playing the
fiddle in the page with letters A, B and C. Most of his illustrations proposed that
young children love seeing most things in profile and bright frank colors. He also
suggested that children are not concerned with three dimensions, so his
illustrations appeared as flattened representations, with figures as silhouettes
with no organized spatial scheme.
==============
KEYWORDS/TAGS: A, APPLE, Alphabet pie, B, BABY, Mr Bunting, rabbit skin,
hunting, C, CAT, fiddle, Heigh Diddle Diddle, D, DAME, E, Englishman, F, Frog,
wooing, woe, G, Goosey Gander, upstairs, old man, prayers, H, Humpty Dumpty,
egg, wall, kings men, I, Inn, beer, J, Jack, Jill, tumble,  hill, K, calm Kitty, dinner,
dog, cat, L, Little man, gun, bullets, duck, M, Miss Muffet, spider, sat beside her,
N, Numerous, children, mother, Shoe, O, Old person, cobwebs, P, Pie,
blackbirds, sing, song, supper, king, Q, Queen Anne, R, Richard, Robert, S, Snail,
tailors, flight, T, Tom, son, piper, U, Unicorn, coveted crown, Lion, V, Victuals,
drink, W, WOMAN, three blind mice, X, hot cross buns, Y, Yankee Doodle,
ancient, pony, town, Z, Zany, fool, school,
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