
Teaching English Language Learners (ELLs)
to Read: Unlocking the Power of Language

Teaching English Language Learners (ELLs) to read is a critical skill that
empowers individuals from various linguistic backgrounds to thrive in English-
speaking environments. By equipping ELLs with effective reading strategies and
fostering a supportive learning atmosphere, educators can ensure these students
develop not only their literacy skills but also a love for reading.

The Challenges ELLs Face in Reading

Reading in a second language poses unique challenges for ELLs. Limited
vocabulary, unfamiliar phonetic patterns, and cultural differences can hinder their
reading comprehension. To address these obstacles, teachers must employ
strategies that cater specifically to the needs of ELLs to help them become
confident readers.
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Building Vocabulary Skills

One crucial aspect of teaching ELLs to read is expanding their vocabulary.
Vocabulary development plays a significant role in reading comprehension, as
unfamiliar words can impede their understanding of the text. Teachers should
incorporate various techniques such as vocabulary games, word walls, and
context clues to enhance vocabulary acquisition for ELLs.

Employing Phonics Instruction

Phonics instruction is instrumental in teaching English language learners to read.
ELLs benefit from explicit phonics lessons that focus on letter-sound relationships
and decoding abilities. By systematically teaching phonics rules, educators can
provide ELLs with the necessary tools to conquer unfamiliar words and enhance
their reading fluency.

The Power of Multilingual Resources
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Embracing students' multiculturalism and utilizing multilingual resources can
significantly support ELLs’ reading development. Incorporating books, articles,
and other reading materials in their native language helps build a bridge between
their first language and English, allowing them to make connections and
comprehend new concepts more easily. By validating their linguistic background,
educators foster a positive learning environment for ELLs.

Cultivating Reading Fluency through Practice

Fluent reading requires practice and exposure to a variety of texts. Engaging
ELLs in read-aloud activities, shared reading, and independent reading sessions
can help enhance their reading fluency. It is essential to provide a range of
reading materials at different levels of difficulty to cater to individual needs,
ensuring ELLs have ample opportunities to develop their reading skills.

The Role of Comprehension Strategies

Teaching ELLs effective comprehension strategies is crucial for their reading
success. Guiding them in utilizing strategies such as predicting, visualizing,
questioning, and summarizing encourages active engagement with the text.
Incorporating graphic organizers and close reading techniques can further
deepen their understanding and promote critical thinking skills.

Closing Thoughts

Teaching English language learners to read not only equips them with essential
language skills but also empowers them to navigate the world with confidence. By
employing targeted strategies, providing a supportive learning environment, and
recognizing the importance of their cultural backgrounds, educators can unlock
the potential of ELLs in the realm of reading, setting them on a path to lifelong
learning and success.
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In this essential book from ELL-expert Paul Boyd-Batstone, you’ll find out how to
teach reading while keeping in mind the unique needs of English language
learners. You’ll learn best practices and differentiated strategies for each domain
of the Common Core Foundational Reading Skills, including print concepts,
phonological awareness, phonics and word recognition, and fluency.

Topics covered include:

Ideas for using contextual support to help ELLs climb the staircase of
complexity;
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How to teach print concepts, such as noting word separation and using
punctuation;

Strategies for teaching phonological awareness, including distinguishing
vowel sounds and blending sounds;

Ways to teach phonics and word recognition using informational and literary
texts; and

Exemplary ideas for teaching fluency, such as through poetry, drama, and
digital media.

The book is filled with ready-to-use activities and complete lesson plans that
address selected CCSS performance tasks at each grade level. These lesson
plans demonstrate how to differentiate instruction based on your ELLs’ reading
level. The book also includes performance-level descriptors, rubrics, and
templates, available for free download from our website at
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9781138017696.
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