
Subzero: The Melbourne Cup Hero That
Transcended Racing
When it comes to the world of horse racing, the Melbourne Cup is undoubtedly
one of the most prestigious and iconic events. Throughout its history, many
incredible horses have graced the tracks of Flemington Racecourse, leaving an
indelible mark on the sport. However, one horse that has captured the hearts of
racing enthusiasts and the general public alike is Subzero, the beloved
Melbourne Cup hero.

Known affectionately as Subbie, this remarkable thoroughbred achieved more
than just racing success. He transcended the sport with his remarkable
personality, resilience, and his ability to bring people together. Subzero's story is
not simply a tale of glory on the racetrack - it is a story of resilience, hope, and a
bond that formed between a horse and the Australian public.
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The Early Years

Born in 1988, Subzero showcased his potential from a young age. However, it
wasn't until he caught the attention of Graham Salisbury, a renowned horse
trainer, that his racing career truly took off. After being purchased at a yearling
sale, Subie embarked on a journey that would soon capture the nation's attention.

The Melbourne Cup Triumph

In 1992, Subzero made his mark in history by winning the prestigious Melbourne
Cup. Trained by Salisbury and ridden by jockey Greg Hall, Subzero amazed
spectators with his exceptional speed and determination. This victory not only
solidified his place as a remarkable racehorse but also catapulted him into the
hearts of Australians.

Despite the fame and success, Subbie's story didn't end on the racetrack. In the
years following his Melbourne Cup triumph, he went on to impact countless lives
in unprecedented ways, showcasing a spirit that endeared him to the nation. It
was this spirit that made Subzero so much more than just a Melbourne Cup
champion.
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The Legacy of a Hero

Subzero's impact on society reached far beyond the realm of horseracing. In the
years following his retirement, he became an icon of charity, therapy, and
inspiration. It was his participation in a program called 'Horse Tales' that truly
showcased his remarkable ability to touch lives.

'Horse Tales' was a program that aimed to provide therapy and support to
children with disabilities, the elderly, and veterans suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD). Subzero's participation in this program allowed
individuals to experience the healing power of horses, as well as the infectious
joy and spirit that Subbie exuded.

Subzero's unique charm and gentle nature made him an extraordinary therapy
horse. He possessed an innate ability to connect with individuals, providing
comfort, happiness, and a sense of peace. Countless lives were positively
impacted by Subbie's presence, and he quickly became a symbol of hope and
resilience.

An Endearing Personality

Beyond his philanthropic endeavors, Subbie's larger-than-life personality
continued to captivate those who had the privilege of meeting him. Gifted with a
mischievous character, Subzero was known for his affinity for ice cream, which
earned him the nickname 'The Ice Cream Horse.'

His love for ice cream extended to an annual tradition during the Melbourne Cup
carnival, where he would receive a treat from the ice cream vendor. This
heartwarming tradition demonstrated the deep bond and affection between
Subbie and his adoring fans.

A Nation's Beloved Hero



Subzero's impact on the Australian public cannot be overstated. He was more
than just a horse; he was a national treasure, adored by racing enthusiasts and
the general public alike. His remarkable achievements on the racetrack were only
surpassed by the joy and inspiration he brought to individuals from all walks of
life.

Subie's passing in 2020 marked the end of an era, leaving a void that can never
truly be filled. However, his incredible legacy continues to shine brightly. He
serves as a reminder that heroes can come in unexpected forms and that the
bond between humans and animals can transcend limitations.

Subzero captured the imagination of a nation and left an enduring impact that will
be felt for generations to come. His story will forever remind us of the remarkable
power of resilience, compassion, and the ability of one horse to bring a nation
together.
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The story of Subzero, one of the most popular horses in Australian history.This is
more than a racing story. Sure, there is the breeder who took a punt on an untried
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stallion, the owners who thought they were buying a fast two-year-old, the trainer
who was breaking records and the jockey whose career was resurrected by the
promise of a young grey stayer.

However, his Melbourne Cup victory became secondary after he formed an
endearing partnership with veteran clerk of the course Graham Salisbury.
Subzero was reinvented under Graham’s care, leading the horse to become a
versatile community ambassador, and ultimately to his induction into the
Australian Racing Hall of Fame. He has attended primary schools, visited children
in hospital beds, socialised in aged-care facilities and even shared drinks with
publicans in licensed establishments. He has become a celebrity in his own right,
mixing with world leaders, pop stars and actors.

This is also a story of the love that a man has for his best friend, who happens to
have four legs and a tail, and answers to the name Subbie.

Subzero’s name was etched into history as a sporting champion, but his
achievements off the racecourse are what make him legendary. Subzero is truly
more than a Melbourne Cup hero.
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