Stormtroopers: The New History of Hitler's
Brownshirts

In the annals of history, certain figures and groups stand out as symbols of terror
and oppression. One such group, the Stormtroopers, also known as the
Sturmabteilung or SA, played a significant role in Adolf Hitler's rise to power and
the establishment of Nazi Germany. The Stormtroopers were Hitler's paramilitary
organization, often compared to the Brownshirts of the Nazi Party. This article
delves into the history of the Stormtroopers, their similarities with the Brownshirts,

and their undeniable impact on world history.

Marching Through History

The origins of the Stormtroopers trace back to the tumultuous years following
World War I. Germany, ravaged by defeat and economic collapse, was fertile
ground for radical ideologies, one of which was the Nazi Party. Led by Adolf
Hitler, the Nazis sought to restore Germany's pride and power, channeling their
discontent towards individuals and groups they deemed responsible for their

country's downfall.

Hitler understood the importance of providing physical support and protection for
his party members during political rallies and gatherings. This need led to the
formation of the Stormtroopers in 1921. Clad in their distinctive brown uniforms,

the Stormtroopers quickly became a symbol of militant nationalism.
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The Brownshirts Connection

The comparison between the Stormtroopers and the Brownshirts is not
unfounded. The Brownshirts, or "Braunhemden" in German, were the original
paramilitary organization of the Nazi Party. Just as the Stormtroopers had their
unique brown uniforms, the Brownshirts wore distinctive brown shirts, inspiring
their nickname. Both groups shared a similar purpose: to protect party members

and intimidate political opponents through acts of violence and intimidation.

The Brownshirts played a pivotal role in Adolf Hitler's rise to power. Their street
battles with rival factions, such as the Communists, helped establish the Nazi
Party as a force to be reckoned with in Germany's political landscape. The
Stormtroopers inherited this legacy and intensified their activities in the years

leading up to Hitler's appointment as Chancellor in 1933.

Violence as a Weapon

Violence was a key tool in the Stormtroopers' arsenal. Operating under Hitler's
command, they engaged in a relentless campaign against perceived enemies of
the Nazi Party. Their primary targets included Jews, Communists, trade unionists,

and anyone deemed a threat to the regime.
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One notable example of their violence occurred during the infamous Kristallnacht,
or "Night of Broken Glass," in 1938. Stormtroopers and other Nazi supporters
torched synagogues, attacked Jewish-owned businesses, and rounded up Jewish

citizens for deportation, marking a tragic escalation of their campaign of terror.

Decline and Disbandment

As Hitler consolidated his power and the SS, under Heinrich Himmler's
leadership, grew in influence, the Stormtroopers gradually lost their once-central
role in the Nazi apparatus. Hitler perceived the SA as a potential threat to his
regime, fearing that their enormous power and loyalty to their leader, Ernst R6hm,

could disrupt his plans for absolute control.

On the "Night of the Long Knives" in 1934, Hitler ordered the brutal execution of
Roéhm and many other high-ranking members of the SA. This event, along with
the rise of the SS, marked the beginning of the end for the Stormtroopers. They
were effectively disbanded and absorbed into other Nazi organizations, their

influence diminished and their legacy overshadowed.

Legacy and Lessons Learned

The Stormtroopers left an indelible mark on history. Their role in Adolf Hitler's rise
to power and their campaign of violence were instrumental in the establishment of
Nazi Germany. The similarities between the Stormtroopers and the Brownshirts

highlight the interconnectedness of these two notorious groups.

Examining the history of the Stormtroopers and the Brownshirts is a stark
reminder of the dangers of extremism and blind loyalty to a charismatic leader. It
serves as a cautionary tale, urging us to remain vigilant against any ideologies or

movements that threaten the principles of justice, equality, and freedom.



The Stormtroopers, the new history of Hitler's Brownshirts, represent a dark
chapter in world history. Emerging in the wake of Germany's defeat in World War
I, these paramilitary forces played a key role in Adolf Hitler's rise to power. Their
violence, intimidation, and loyalty to Hitler solidified the Nazi Party's grip on

Germany, leading to unimaginable atrocities.

By exploring the history of the Stormtroopers and their similarities with the
Brownshirts, we gain a deeper understanding of the rise of Nazi Germany and the
dangers of extremism. We must remember the lessons of the past to ensure that

such horrors are never repeated in our future.
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The first full history of the Nazi Stormtroopers whose muscle brought Hitler to
power, with revelations concerning their longevity and their contributions to the

Holocaust

Germany’s Stormtroopers engaged in a vicious siege of violence that propelled
the National Socialists to power in the 1930s. Known also as the SA or

Brownshirts, these “ordinary” men waged a loosely structured campaign of
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intimidation and savagery across the nation from the 1920s to the “Night of the
Long Knives” in 1934, when Chief of Staff Ernst R6hm and many other SA

leaders were assassinated on Hitler’s orders.

In this deeply researched history, Daniel Siemens explores not only the roots of
the SA and its swift decapitation but also its previously unrecognized
transformation into a million-member Nazi organization, its activities in German-
occupied territories during World War Il, and its particular contributions to the
Holocaust. The author provides portraits of individual members and their victims
and examines their milieu, culture, and ideology. His book tells the long-overdue

story of the SA and its devastating impact on German citizens and the fate of their

country.
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