
Stage Manager: The Professional Experience
Refreshed
Being a stage manager is no easy task. They are the unsung heroes of the
theater world, responsible for coordinating all aspects of a production, from
blocking actors to cueing technicians. However, with time, even the most
seasoned stage managers can find themselves in need of a refreshing
experience.

Why Refreshing the Professional Experience is Important

Stage managers work in a fast-paced and demanding environment. They are
constantly juggling multiple responsibilities and dealing with last-minute changes.
Over time, this can lead to burnout and a loss of passion for the profession.
That's why refreshing the professional experience is essential to maintain a high
level of performance and job satisfaction.

By taking the time to refresh their professional experience, stage managers can
reinvigorate their passion for their work, gain new skills, and stay up to date with
the latest industry trends and technology. This not only benefits them personally
but also ensures that they can continue delivering exceptional performances and
supporting their production teams.
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Ways to Refresh the Professional Experience

There are several ways stage managers can refresh their professional
experience. Here are a few ideas:

1. Attend Workshops and Conferences

Participating in workshops and conferences related to stage management can
provide valuable opportunities to learn from industry experts, network with peers,
and discover new techniques and tools. Workshops often focus on specific
aspects of stage management, such as communication skills or technology
integration, allowing stage managers to enhance their expertise in targeted areas.

2. Collaborate with Other Theater Professionals

Collaborating with other theater professionals, such as directors, designers, and
actors, can offer fresh perspectives and insights. By working together on different
projects, stage managers can expand their knowledge of the overall production
process and gain a deeper understanding of the various roles and responsibilities
within a theater company.

3. Explore New Technology

Theater technology is constantly evolving, and stage managers need to stay
updated on the latest tools and software available. Exploring new technology can
improve efficiency, streamline communication, and enhance the overall
production experience. Whether it's adopting new communication platforms or
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utilizing innovative stage management software, embracing technology can
greatly impact a stage manager's effectiveness.

4. Take on New Challenges

Stepping out of one's comfort zone and taking on new challenges is an excellent
way to refresh the professional experience. This could involve managing larger
productions, working with new genres or styles of theater, or even exploring
opportunities outside of the traditional theater setting, such as events, concerts,
or film productions. Embracing new challenges can fuel personal and
professional growth.

5. Stay Connected with the Theater Community

Networking and staying connected with the theater community is crucial for a
stage manager's professional growth. Attending industry events, joining online
forums or social media groups, and collaborating with colleagues can lead to new
opportunities, valuable advice, and a supportive network of professionals.
Sharing experiences with others in the field can inspire and motivate stage
managers to continue expanding their skills and knowledge.

Benefits of Refreshing the Professional Experience

Refreshing the professional experience as a stage manager has numerous
benefits:

1. Renewed Passion and Motivation

By refreshing their professional experience, stage managers can reignite their
passion and motivation for their work. Learning new techniques, exploring new
areas of the field, and connecting with fellow professionals can inspire new ideas
and perspectives.



2. Increased Job Satisfaction

When stage managers feel motivated and passionate, their job satisfaction
increases. They feel more fulfilled in their roles, which translates into better
performances and a positive working environment.

3. Enhanced Skill Set

Refreshing the professional experience allows stage managers to develop new
skills and enhance existing ones. This not only benefits their current role but also
opens up opportunities for career advancement in the future.

4. Improved Collaboration

By exploring different aspects of the theater world and collaborating with other
professionals, stage managers can improve their communication and teamwork
skills. This strengthens their ability to coordinate and lead a production
successfully.

5. Continued Professional Growth

Refreshing the professional experience is essential for continued growth as a
stage manager. It ensures that stage managers stay relevant in an ever-changing
industry, remain knowledgeable about new trends and technologies, and continue
to excel in their roles.

For stage managers, refreshing the professional experience is crucial for
maintaining passion, improving job satisfaction, and staying at the forefront of the
industry. By attending workshops, collaborating with peers, exploring new
technology, taking on new challenges, and staying connected with the theater
community, stage managers can reinvigorate their careers and continue
delivering exceptional performances. Embracing growth and change ensures a
long and successful journey in the world of stage management.
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Stage Manager:The Professional Experience–Refreshed takes the reader on a
journey through all aspects of the craft of stage management in theatre, including
the technological advancements that have come to theatre and the stage
manger’s job.

Chapters are laid out to reflect the order in which stage managers experience and
perform their work: what makes a good stage manager, seeking the job, building
a resume, interviewing for the job, and getting the job (or not getting the job).
Included are chapters on the chain of command, working relationships, tool and
supplies, creating charts, plots, plans and lists, the rehearsal period, creating the
prompt book, calling cues, and the run of the show. These are just some of the
many topics covered in this book. In addition, the author uses interviews with
stage management professionals in various stages of production, providing
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another view of how the stage manager is perceived and what is expected form
the work of the stage manager.

Fifteen years after the original publication of Stage Manager:The Professional
Experience, this new and refreshed edition is now in color to help clarify and
illustrate points in the text. It is fully updated to reflect the the world of
computerized technology: smart phones, thinly designed laptops, tablets, use of
email and text messaging, storing and sharing files and information in cloud-
based apps. Then there are the innovations of automation–electronically moving
scenery, scenic projections–casting images and patterns on the stage; moving
lights; LED luminaires;lasers; and greater use of fog and haze machines.　

In addition, the extensive glossary of more than 600 terms and phrases had been
extend to well over 700, providing and excellent professional vocabulary for
anyone hoping to be a theatre stage manager or already working in the field.
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