
Skid Road: An Informal Portrait Of Seattle

The Origins of Skid Road

Seattle, known for its picturesque landscapes and thriving tech industry, has a
lesser-known past that has played a significant role in shaping its present. Before
skyscrapers and bustling markets filled the city, there was Skid Road.
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Skid Road gained its name from the practice of logging back in the late 19th
century. Logs were skidded or dragged down the road to the waterfront, where
they were loaded onto ships for transportation. This bustling area quickly
transformed into a place between opportunity and despair.
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A Cultural Melting Pot

Skid Road became a melting pot of cultures and people from all walks of life.
Loggers, sailors, immigrants, and entrepreneurs all found themselves crossing
paths on the muddy paths of Skid Road. The area was known for its mix of
gambling houses, brothels, and cheap saloons.

One fascinating aspect of Skid Road was the presence of a large Asian
community. Chinese immigrants, drawn by the allure of the Gold Rush, settled in
this area and established their own businesses. The presence of these diverse
communities adds another layer to the rich history of Skid Road.

The Changing Face of Skid Road
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As time went on, Skid Road experienced various transformations. The logging
industry declined, and the area fell into disrepair. Skid Road became synonymous
with poverty and addiction, with homeless shelters and drug dens dotting the
streets.

However, in recent years, Skid Road has seen a resurgence. Efforts to revitalize
the area have been made, with community organizations and local businesses
working together to bring positive change. The once-neglected buildings have
been restored, and new art galleries and trendy cafes have opened their doors.

Exploring Skid Road Today

Today, visitors can explore the revitalized Skid Road and experience its unique
atmosphere. The historic buildings that once housed opium dens now serve as
venues for live music and art exhibitions.

Freeway Park, a lush green space built over Interstate 5, offers a serene escape
in the heart of Skid Road. Visitors can take a stroll through the park, relax on the
benches, and admire the modern sculptures scattered throughout.

Preserving the Past

While Skid Road has seen significant changes over the years, efforts are being
made to preserve its history. The Skid Road Historical District was established to
protect and celebrate the area's unique heritage.

Museums and walking tours provide an opportunity for residents and tourists alike
to learn about the fascinating stories that unfolded in Skid Road. From tales of
loggers and sailors to the struggles and triumphs of immigrant communities, there
is always something new to discover.



Skid Road, with its intriguing history and resilient spirit, offers a captivating
glimpse into Seattle's past. As the city continues to evolve, it is crucial to honor
and remember the stories that have shaped its present. Exploring Skid Road
today is not only an opportunity to witness its revitalization but also a chance to
preserve its unique cultural heritage for future generations.
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Skid Road tells the story of Seattle �from the bottom up,� offering an informal
and engaging portrait of the Emerald City�s first century, as seen through the
lives of some of its most colorful citizens. With his trademark combination of deep
local knowledge, precision, and wit, Murray Morgan traces the city�s history
from its earliest days as a hacked-from-the-wilderness timber town, touching on
local tribes, settlers, the lumber and railroad industries, the great fire of 1889, the
Alaska gold rush, flourishing dens of vice, general strikes, the 1962 World�s
Fair, and the stuttering growth of the 1970s and �80s. Through it all, Morgan
shows us that Seattle�s one constant is change and that its penchant for
reinvention has always been fueled by creative, if sometimes unorthodox,
residents.
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With a new by Pulitzer Prize-winning book critic Mary Ann Gwinn, this redesigned
edition of Murray Morgan�s classic work is a must for those interested in how
Seattle got to where it is today.
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