
Romulus Augustulus And The Decline Of The
West: The Untold Story
The fall of the Western Roman Empire is a topic that has fascinated historians for
centuries. Scholars and experts have debated the various causes and
contributing factors to this monumental event in world history. However, there is
one name that often gets overlooked in the narrative of the empire's decline -
Romulus Augustulus.

The Rise of Romulus Augustulus

Romulus Augustulus, born Flavius Romulus Augustus, was the last Roman
emperor to rule the Western Roman Empire. He assumed the throne at the
tender age of 16 in 31 October 475 AD, following the deposition of his
predecessor, Julius Nepos. Despite his illustrious name, Romulus Augustulus
was unremarkable in many ways. He lacked the military prowess, political
acumen, and charisma that his predecessors possessed. However, his reign
marked a crucial turning point in the empire's history.

During this time, the Roman Empire was effectively divided into two parts - the
Western Roman Empire, with its capital in Ravenna, and the Eastern Roman
Empire, with its capital in Constantinople. The Western Roman Empire was in a
state of decline, facing continuous threats from barbarian invasions, internal
conflict, and dwindling resources.
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The Fragility of the Western Roman Empire

The Western Roman Empire had been facing numerous challenges for several
decades leading up to Romulus Augustulus' reign. The empire's borders were
constantly under attack from Germanic tribes, including the Visigoths, Ostrogoths,
Vandals, and various other tribes from across Europe.

Decades of mismanagement, corruption, and ineffective leadership had also
weakened the empire from within. The once-mighty military force that had
conquered vast territories and held dominion over millions was now stretched thin
and demoralized.

Economic decline was another significant factor contributing to the empire's
fragility. Overextended military campaigns, rampant inflation, and systemic issues
with taxation and revenue collection had crippled the once prosperous Roman
economy. This led to widespread poverty, increasing disparity between the rich
and the poor, and a general sense of discontent among the populace.

Romulus Augustulus: A Symbolic Figure
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While Romulus Augustulus may not have been a formidable ruler, his ascension
to the throne symbolized an era of collapse, marking the end of an epoch in world
history. This historical turning point is often referred to as the Fall of the Western
Roman Empire.

As Romulus Augustulus took the throne, the political instability and internal strife
within the Western Roman Empire remained unabated. Puppet rulers were
installed and deposed with alarming frequency as different generals and warlords
vied for power.

It was during this time that Odoacer, a Germanic chieftain and leader of the
foederati, a group of barbarian mercenaries serving in the Roman military, rose to
prominence. In 476 AD, Odoacer staged a coup, deposing Romulus Augustulus
and effectively ending the Western Roman Empire.

The Aftermath

The fall of the Western Roman Empire had far-reaching consequences. It marked
the end of ancient Rome and the beginning of the Middle Ages in Europe. The
power vacuum left behind by the empire's collapse led to widespread turmoil and
instability across the continent.

The decline of the West also had significant cultural and intellectual ramifications.
The Latin language, which had been the lingua franca of the Roman Empire,
began to evolve into the Romance languages spoken across modern-day
Europe.

Furthermore, the loss of the empire's centralizing force allowed for the rise of
feudalism, a system of land ownership and social hierarchy that would dominate
European society for centuries to come. The fall of Rome also disrupted trade



networks and severed the ties that had once connected the empire's vast
territories.

Romulus Augustulus: The Forgotten Chapter

, while Romulus Augustulus may be often overlooked in discussions about the fall
of the Western Roman Empire, his reign represents a pivotal moment in history.
The decline of the West was a complex process that involved numerous factors,
including external invasion, internal conflicts, economic decline, and political
instability. Romulus Augustulus, as the figurehead of this troubled era, serves as
a poignant reminder of the empire's downfall and the transformative impact it had
on the world.

Looking back at the decline of the West, it becomes clear that the fall of the
Western Roman Empire was not solely the result of one emperor's failings but
rather the culmination of centuries of decline and mismanagement. By
rediscovering the story of Romulus Augustulus, we gain a richer understanding of
this pivotal period in human history and the far-reaching consequences it has had
on the world we inhabit today.
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"The Last Roman" is the only biography about Romulus Augustulus. It focuses on
the personalities behind this powerful story and reveals the world into which
Romulus was born - an empire that was about to die. Author Adrian Murdoch
explores how Romulus's father Orestes, secretary to Attila the Hun, rose through
the ranks to become kingmaker; how all was lost to another usurper in an Italy
wracked with civil war; and how Romulus found peace at last, founding a
monastery. This dramatic and poignant story of politics, decline and loss has
inspired. Drawing on extensive new archaeological and historical research and
using numerous contemporary sources, many translated for the first time since
the nineteenth century, "The Last Roman" is the vivid story of an empire
breathing its last.
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