
Questioning Einstein: Is Relativity Necessary?
The theory of relativity proposed by Albert Einstein in the early 20th century
revolutionized our understanding of the universe. It transformed the way we
perceive space, time, and gravity. However, as scientific knowledge progresses, it
is only natural to question established theories. In this article, we delve into the
provocative topic of whether relativity is truly necessary or if there may be
alternative explanations waiting to be discovered.

The Foundation of Relativity

Before we delve into the question at hand, let's briefly revisit the foundation of the
theory of relativity. The theory is divided into two branches: special relativity and
general relativity. Special relativity deals with the laws of physics in inertial frames
of reference and is built upon two fundamental principles – the constancy of the
speed of light and the principle of relativity, which states that the laws of physics
are the same in all inertial reference frames. On the other hand, general relativity
extends these principles to include gravity and describes the curvature of
spacetime caused by matter and energy.

Challenges to the Theory

Over the years, scientists have conducted numerous experiments and
observations that support the predictions of relativity. From the astonishing
confirmation of gravitational waves to the precision of GPS systems, the evidence
for Einstein's theory has been overwhelming. However, this does not mean that
there is no room for skepticism or alternative explanations.
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One of the main challenges to the theory of relativity arises when trying to
reconcile it with quantum mechanics, another incredibly successful theory in the
realm of physics. Quantum mechanics operates at the microscopic level, dealing
with the fundamental particles and forces that make up our universe. While the
principles of quantum mechanics have been thoroughly tested and validated in
countless experiments, they do not easily integrate with the notions of spacetime
curvature in general relativity. This discrepancy between the two theories has led
physicists to embark on the quest for a theory of quantum gravity that would unify
these seemingly incompatible frameworks.

Exploring Alternative Explanations

As scientists continue to grapple with the challenges posed by the integration of
relativity and quantum mechanics, some have begun to explore alternative
explanations to the phenomena explained by relativity. These alternative theories
propose different approaches to understanding gravity and the behavior of
objects in space and time.

One such alternative theory gaining attention is modified Newtonian dynamics
(MOND). MOND suggests that rather than invoking the curvature of spacetime,
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gravity can be explained by modifying some of the laws of Newtonian physics at
extremely low accelerations. This theory has successfully explained certain
astronomical observations that were initially attributed to dark matter, raising
questions about the need for general relativity's concepts in those specific
scenarios.

A Quest for Truth

The pursuit of knowledge is not a linear path, but rather a continuous exploration
of what we know and what we have yet to discover. Questioning established
theories, including relativity, is an essential step in the scientific process. It allows
us to open new doors, challenge our assumptions, and uncover potential
breakthroughs.

However, it is important to note that despite the ongoing discussions and
exploration of alternative theories, the theory of relativity remains one of the most
successful and tested theories in physics. Its predictions have been repeatedly
confirmed, and it has provided an accurate framework to explain a vast range of
phenomena.

So, is relativity necessary? The answer is complex and ever-evolving. While
alternative theories may challenge certain aspects of relativity, the overall body of
evidence continues to support its validity. As we push the boundaries of scientific
inquiry, we must remain open-minded and embrace the potential for new
discoveries that could reshape our understanding of the universe.

Albert Einstein's theory of relativity has undoubtedly transformed our
understanding of the universe. Its impact on physics and our daily lives cannot be
overstated. As we continue to question established theories and explore
alternative explanations, we tread the path of scientific progress. Relativity



remains a vital cornerstone of our current knowledge, but the quest for deeper
understanding will persist, leading to exciting discoveries in the future.
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Questioning Einstein: Is Relativity Necessary? by Tom Bethell is a serious
scholarly work that is very well written, absorbing the reader in a tale of long-
neglected experimental results that plays out to a deep satisfaction in finally
answering the question, "Why can't I understand relativity?" This is a fresh,
unique review of both special and general relativity. It takes for granted that
Einstein’s mathematics is properly done. It does not quarrel with the numerous
experimental results that support Einstein’s general relativity theory. Then what is
the quarrel with Einstein? Bethell argues that special relativity theory is wrong
and general relativity theory is not necessary. For example, Einstein himself
derived E= mc2 without relativity theory, and he also argued in a lecture in 1920
at Leiden that “space without ether is unthinkable,” only 15 years after having
said that the ether was superfluous. Bethell’s book is not mathematical; after all,
he does not quarrel with Einstein’s mathematics. Importantly, it is strongly based
on experimental foundations. Time dilation, for example, is supported by—but not
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proved by—moving muons and clocks carried around the globe. In particular,
Bethell promotes Petr Beckmann’s case that the medium of propagation of light is
the dominant gravitational field. That idea is actually part and parcel of Einstein’s
general theory of relativity, save that the latter hides the simplicity behind tensors
in curved space-time.
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