
Nigerian Expatriate In The Middle East: An
Engaging Journey
Have you ever wondered what it's like to be a Nigerian expatriate in the Middle
East? The culture, the challenges, and the adventures that await those who dare
to explore beyond their comfort zones?

In this article, we will take you on a captivating journey through the eyes of a
Nigerian expatriate living and working in the Middle East. From the bustling
streets of Dubai to the tranquil beaches of Oman, get ready to be immersed in a
world of excitement and discovery.

The Decision to Move Abroad

For many Nigerians, the decision to move abroad is driven by a desire for better
job opportunities, higher salaries, and a chance to experience a different culture.
The Middle East, with its booming economies and high demand for skilled
professionals, has become a popular destination for Nigerian expatriates looking
to make a change.
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However, moving to a new country is not without its challenges. Language
barriers, cultural differences, and homesickness are all common hurdles that
expatriates face. But with determination and an adventurous spirit, Nigerians in
the Middle East have managed to overcome these obstacles and carve out a
successful life for themselves.

Exploring the Middle Eastern Culture

The Middle East is a melting pot of cultures, and Nigerian expatriates have the
unique opportunity to immerse themselves in this rich diversity. Whether it's trying
traditional Middle Eastern cuisine, participating in traditional celebrations and
festivals, or learning about the region's history and traditions, there is always
something new to discover.

One of the biggest advantages of living in the Middle East is the exposure to new
perspectives and ideas. Nigerian expatriates often find themselves working
alongside people from different nationalities, backgrounds, and beliefs. This
multicultural environment fosters personal growth, broadens horizons, and instills
a sense of tolerance and understanding.

The Thrills and Challenges of Work

When it comes to work, Nigerian expatriates in the Middle East are faced with a
variety of opportunities. From lucrative positions in the oil and gas industry to
booming construction projects and burgeoning technology sectors, the job market
is vast and diverse.
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However, navigating the work environment in a foreign country can be a
challenge. Different cultural norms, management styles, and work practices
require a certain level of adaptability and flexibility. For some Nigerian
expatriates, this can be a smooth transition, while for others, it may take time to
adjust and find their rhythm.

Despite the challenges, the Middle East offers Nigerians a chance to excel in
their careers and gain valuable international work experience. Many expatriates
find that the skills and knowledge they acquire abroad open doors to new
opportunities back home.

Reconnecting with Nigerian Identity

Living far away from home doesn't mean losing touch with one's Nigerian identity.
In fact, many Nigerian expatriates in the Middle East actively seek ways to
reconnect with their roots and share their culture with others.

Community events, cultural festivals, and social gatherings bring Nigerians
together, providing a sense of belonging and support. Nigerian expatriates often
find solace in connecting with their fellow countrymen and sharing stories,
traditions, and meals that remind them of home.

Exploring the Wonders of the Middle East

When it comes to travel, the Middle East has so much to offer. Nigerian
expatriates take full advantage of their proximity to beautiful destinations such as
the Maldives, Egypt, Turkey, and Greece. Weekend getaways and extended
vacations allow them to explore the stunning landscapes, ancient ruins, and
vibrant cities of the region.



From the skyscrapers and luxury shopping of Dubai to the historic sites and
natural wonders of Jordan, the Middle East offers a diverse range of experiences
just waiting to be discovered.

Being a Nigerian expatriate in the Middle East is a fascinating journey filled with
challenges, growth, and exploration. From adapting to a new work environment to
exploring a vibrant culture and reconnecting with one's roots, the experiences
and stories of Nigerian expatriates in the Middle East are as diverse as the region
itself.

So, if you ever find yourself contemplating a move to the Middle East, know that
the opportunities for personal and professional growth are limitless. Embrace the
adventure and get ready to create memories that will last a lifetime.
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Part travelogue, part insightful memoir, Sand, Sun and Surprises memorialises
the decades that Prof ES Akpata spent living and working as a Nigerian
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expatriate in oil-rich Middle East. A top scholar in the field of dental surgery, he
leaves Nigeria during the recession of the 1980s to take up, initially, a temporary
job in the region, but ends up spending twenty-three years of academic activities
in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.Sand, Sun and Surprises demystifies the culture of
the Arab world; it is a fascinating take, filled with moments of humour--like the one
time when he thinks his car is stolen in Kuwait, and after searching for hours,
finds it in the same spot he left it. The author describes a region transformed from
harsh desert conditions to gleaming cities made of glass and steel, elegant
buildings, and five-star hotels and restaurants; changes that seemed to have
occurred in an instant.This is a practical book for those who wish to understand
the Middle East or visit the region for work or leisure.
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