
Leonard, Marianne, and Me: Magical Summers
On Hydra

The Greek island of Hydra has always been a peaceful haven for artists seeking
inspiration and solitude. Its breathtaking landscapes and crystal-clear waters
have attracted many creative souls throughout the years. Among them, a love
story unfolded between the famous singer-songwriter Leonard Cohen, his muse
Marianne Ihlen, and me.

An Unforgettable Encounter

It was a warm summer afternoon when I first met Leonard and Marianne on
Hydra. The island was buzzing with energy, and the air was filled with excitement.
As a young, aspiring artist, I couldn't believe my luck when I stumbled upon them
at a local café.
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Leonard and Marianne were sitting at a table, engrossed in deep conversation.
Their connection was palpable, and their love radiated through their smiles and
gentle touches. They invited me to join them, and from that moment on, we
became inseparable.

A Summer of Creativity

Our days on Hydra were filled with magic and creativity. Leonard, with his guitar
in hand, would spend hours composing poetic masterpieces, while Marianne
would delve into her artwork, painting breathtaking landscapes that captured the
essence of the island. As for me, I immersed myself in writing, drawing inspiration
from the love and talent that surrounded me.

We would often gather at the local taverna and perform impromptu concerts,
mesmerizing the crowd with our artistic expressions. Hydra became our canvas,
and its people our muse. The energy and passion that flowed through the
cobblestone streets were like fuel to our creative souls.

The Island's Charm
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Hydra possessed a unique charm that captivated all who set foot on its shores.
Its narrow alleyways, adorned with colorful bougainvillea, would lead you to
hidden corners and secret beaches. The island's tranquility and timeless beauty
made it the perfect retreat for artists seeking inspiration and introspection.

Leonard, Marianne, and I would often take long walks along the coastline,
immersing ourselves in the natural wonders of Hydra. We would pause by the
ancient ruins, gazing at the sunset over the Aegean Sea, feeling a sense of awe
and gratitude for the life we were fortunate enough to live.

The Power of Love in Hydra

Leonard and Marianne's love story blossomed on Hydra, serving as a testament
to the power of love and art. Their relationship inspired countless artistic
creations, immortalized in Leonard Cohen's iconic songs such as "Bird on the
Wire" and "So Long, Marianne." Their love was not without its challenges, but in
the end, it stood strong, leaving an indelible mark on the island of Hydra.

A Farewell, but Not Goodbye

As the summer came to an end, Leonard and Marianne bid farewell to Hydra,
their artistic haven. We promised to stay in touch, to continue nurturing our
creative spirits, and to find inspiration wherever life took us. The memories we
shared on Hydra will forever be etched in my heart, serving as a reminder that
art, love, and human connections are the essence of a fulfilling life.

Hydra will always hold a special place in my heart, thanks to the magical
summers spent with Leonard and Marianne. The island's beauty, combined with
the creative energy that permeated every corner, continues to inspire artists from
all walks of life. If you ever have the chance to visit Hydra, let its timeless allure
guide you into a world of art, love, and endless possibilities.
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Leonard, Marianne, and Me chronicles forty years of Judy Scott's frequent
summers on the Greek island of Hydra with a diverse artistic community and her
friendship with singer-songwriter and poet Leonard Cohen and his legendary
muse Marianne Ihlen. This memoir, based on Scott’s notebooks and journals,
includes incidents in their lives and their relationship to one another—at a point
when it was changing forever—that have never been discussed before.

As Cohen himself observed of this book when Scott sent the manuscript to him
for his approval: "I particularly admire the detail and honesty of the piece." One of
the more unique features in this recounting is the emerging acknowledgment the
author confronts of her own sexuality, as she writes: "It did not take long for
Leonard to recognize that I was more attracted to Marianne than I was to him,
though I came to love him too in the end."

The book also describes Hydra in the early 1970s in great detail—a unique place
filled with astonishing physical beauty and an incomparable atmosphere of
serenity and peaceful energy. The island contained a small foreign community of
like-minded creative souls, artists, musicians, writers, and their supporters and
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admirers. As Scott explains, "Hydra in the late '60s and early '70s was at its
creative zenith. Like Paris in the '30s, Harlem in the '40s, Greenwich Village in the
'50s, San Francisco in the '60s—Hydra in the '70s was the place to be."

The memoir, though it centers on Scott's most important, most impactful
interactions with Leonard and Marianne, also contains several portraits of other
Hydra habitués, all members of the same small ex-pat community, all close
friends (and occasional lovers) of Leonard and Marianne, all uniquely interesting
in their own right. Leonard, Marianne and Me is a story of a special time, place,
and cast of characters—a travelogue of an enchanted island as it was back then
and still is to this day, backlit by the glow of Leonard Cohen and his muse,
Marianne.
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