
Law, State, and Religion in Bosnia and
Herzegovina: ICLARS on Law and Religion
Religion has played a significant role in shaping the landscape of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, a country nestled in the heart of the Balkans. The historical
interplay between law, state, and religion has been a key factor in both the
country's development and its societal fabric. In this article, we delve into the
intricate relationship between law, state, and religion in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
with a particular emphasis on the International Consortium for Law and Religion
Studies (ICLARS)'s perspective on this complex issue.

The Legal Framework of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Before delving into the nuances of state and religion in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
it is crucial to understand the legal framework on which it is built. Following the
end of the Bosnian War in 1995, the country underwent a process of
reconstruction and constitutional reform. The resulting legal system established
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a parliamentary democracy with a complex power-
sharing arrangement among the three constituent nations: Bosniaks, Croats, and
Serbs.

The country's legal framework consists of a constitution, international
agreements, domestic laws, and the jurisprudence of both domestic and
international courts. The constitution grants certain religious communities' rights
and ensures their autonomy to regulate their internal affairs, manage their
property, and conduct religious services. At the same time, it guarantees the
freedom of religion to all citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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The Role of Religion in Bosnian Society

Bosnia and Herzegovina is home to a diverse range of religious communities,
including Islam, Eastern Orthodox Christianity, Roman Catholicism, and other
smaller denominations. The historical influence of these religions has shaped the
country's cultural and social landscape, creating a unique fabric that
harmoniously weaves together different religious traditions.

However, the interplay between religious communities has not always been
smooth. The country witnessed fierce conflicts during the Bosnian War, with
religion often exploited as a tool for dividing communities. In the aftermath of the
war, efforts were made to rebuild a society based on tolerance, coexistence, and
respect for religious diversity.

ICLARS and Law and Religion in Bosnia and Herzegovina

The International Consortium for Law and Religion Studies (ICLARS) is an
influential organization that focuses on the intersection of law and religion
worldwide. With its interdisciplinary approach and global network of scholars,
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ICLARS aims to promote a deeper understanding of the complex issues
surrounding law and religion.

ICLARS has also dedicated significant attention to the context of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Scholars within the organization have examined the legal
framework, analyzed court decisions related to religion, and explored the
challenges and opportunities for interreligious dialogue and cooperation in the
country.

One of the key aspects of ICLARS's work in Bosnia and Herzegovina is the
promotion of religious freedom and the protection of minority rights. Through
conferences, publications, and collaborative projects, ICLARS has been
instrumental in fostering dialogue between religious communities, legal
practitioners, and academics.

Challenges and Future Prospects

While progress has been made in establishing a legal framework that protects
religious freedom and promotes interreligious dialogue, challenges still persist in
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The legacies of the war, nationalist politics, and
differing interpretations of religious practices continue to create tensions within
the society.

Moving forward, it is essential for Bosnia and Herzegovina to address these
challenges effectively. Strengthening the rule of law, promoting religious
tolerance, and encouraging interreligious dialogue are crucial steps in fostering a
harmonious society that respects the rights and beliefs of all citizens.
Organizations like ICLARS play a vital role in providing expertise, facilitating
collaboration, and ensuring a comprehensive understanding of the complex
dynamics at play.



The relationship between law, state, and religion in Bosnia and Herzegovina is a
multifaceted and evolving concept. The historical experiences, cultural diversity,
and legal framework of the country have shaped the intricate interplay between
these three elements. Efforts from organizations like ICLARS are fundamental in
promoting religious freedom, protecting minority rights, and fostering interreligious
dialogue in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

As the country navigates its path toward continued development and social
cohesion, it is essential to adhere to the principles of human rights, inclusivity,
and respect for diversity. By doing so, Bosnia and Herzegovina can build a
society that cherishes its religious heritage while embracing the values of equality
and harmony.
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This book explores relations between state, religion and law in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Historically, multi-religiousness has been a constant feature of the Bosnian polity,
from its creation in 12th century until modern times. Since the middle of the 19th
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Century, Catholics have tended to self-identify as Croats, Orthodox Christians as
Serbs, and Muslims as Bosniaks. Moreover, in a region that has undergone
significant recent transformation, from the communist to the liberal political
system, Bosnia and Herzegovina represents a very interesting case for the study
of the relationship between state and religion. This book includes a short
overview of historical aspects of these relations and a detailed analysis of the
existing constitutional and legal framework on freedom of religion and relations
between the state and religious communities. It assesses the actual
implementation in practice, including the relevant national courts’ case-law. The
work covers both the developments of new legal standards, while also identifying
the main obstacles in their implementation.

At a time when the region is again the subject of much interest, this book will be
essential reading for those working in the areas of Law and Religion,
Constitutional Law and Transitional Justice.
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