
Labrador Training From Puppy To Gundog -
The Complete Guide
Labradors are known for their friendly and outgoing nature, making them one of
the most popular dog breeds worldwide. Not only are they great family pets, but
they also excel in various activities such as search and rescue, therapy work, and
of course, gundog training.

In this comprehensive guide, we will take you through the journey of Labrador
training from when they are puppies to becoming expert gundogs. Whether you're
a first-time owner or have had Labradors before, you'll find valuable tips and
techniques to help you mold your Labrador into a well-behaved, obedient, and
proficient gundog.

Puppy Training

Training Labradors should ideally start from a young age, as early as 8 weeks
old. This is when they are most receptive to learning and shaping their behavior.
Socialization is a crucial part of puppy training, wherein they need to be exposed
to different people, animals, and environments to build their confidence and
adaptability.
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Basic commands like sit, stay, and come should be introduced to your puppy as
early as possible. Positive reinforcement is highly effective in training Labradors,
so use treats and praise as rewards for good behavior. Consistency and patience
are key during this stage, as puppies can be easily distracted.

It's important to establish a routine and set boundaries for your Labrador. Crate
training can be beneficial for house training, as dogs naturally avoid soiling their
sleeping areas. Remember to use a crate that provides enough space for them to
stand up, turn around, and lie down comfortably.

Intermediate Training

Once your Labrador has mastered the basic commands, you can progress to
intermediate training. This stage focuses on reinforcing obedience and instilling
good manners.

Walking on a leash without pulling, waiting at doors, and not jumping on people
are some behaviors that need to be addressed. Labrador Retrievers are known
for their high energy levels, so it's essential to provide regular exercise to keep
them physically and mentally stimulated.

Introducing your Labrador to various environments, noises, and distractions is
crucial during this stage. This will help them remain calm and confident in
different situations, which is beneficial in gundog training.

Gundog Training

Gundog training is a specialized training program that aims to harness a
Labrador's natural instincts of retrieving and hunting. These highly trainable dogs
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possess an incredible drive to work, making them exceptional gundogs.

One of the first steps in gundog training is introducing your Labrador to water, if
they haven't already been exposed to it. Retrieving dummies and bumpers in
water can help them develop their natural swimming abilities. Gradually increase
the distance and difficulty of the retrieves to build their confidence and improve
their skills.

The next step is to introduce your Labrador to the concept of scent and tracking.
Teach them to use their nose to locate and retrieve hidden objects. This can be
done by hiding toys or treats and encouraging them to locate and retrieve them
using scent cues.

As gundogs, Labradors need to be proficient in obeying hand signals and whistle
commands. Start by teaching them basic hand signals for sit, stay, and recall.
Once they have mastered these, you can progress to more advanced commands
such as direction changes and stopping on the whistle.

Additionally, gundogs need to be comfortable with gunfire and other loud noises.
Gradually introduce these sounds during the training process to avoid fear or
anxiety.

Ongoing Training and Maintenance

Training your Labrador doesn't stop once they become a proficient gundog.
Ongoing training and maintenance are vital to ensure their skills remain sharp
and their behavior remains exemplary.

Regular practice sessions should be conducted to reinforce their training and
prevent any regression. Continue to challenge your Labrador with new exercises
and scenarios to keep their minds active and engaged.



It's essential to involve your Labrador in regular exercise, both physically and
mentally. Incorporate activities such as long walks, swimming, and puzzle toys to
keep them stimulated.

Lastly, remember to always provide positive reinforcement for good behavior.
Praise and reward your Labrador whenever they perform well during training
sessions or in real-life scenarios.

Labrador training from a little pup to a skilled gundog requires dedication,
consistency, and patience. Starting early and utilizing positive reinforcement
techniques are essential for shaping their behavior and ensuring their success.

By following the steps outlined in this guide and tailoring the training to your
Labrador's unique personality, you can have a well-behaved companion and an
impressive gundog. So, get started on the rewarding journey of training your
Labrador from puppy to gundog today!
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Labrador Retriever and valuable information regarding his care and management
from puppy to veteran. It gives step-by-step guidance on his training and how to
make smooth progress towards the finished article: a Labrador that is a pleasure
in the home as well as in the field, and a reliable shooting companion who puts
game in the bag. Margaret Allen has been successfully training, trialling, breeding
and showing Labradors since 1964. Trying to understand the workings of the
canine mind has always held a fascination for Margaret and she believes that in
order to train your dog successfully, you should make it your chief objective to
find out what makes him tick. In this book, you will learn how your dog thinks,
reacts and learns. Armed with this knowledge, training should proceed with a
minimum of setbacks. Our working Labrador has been bred for generations to
retrieve game - it is in his blood. Through selective breeding, dogs have been
produced which are kindly and willing to please. It should not, therefore, be hard
work to make him into a Gundog. It should be fun! This book will help you make it
so. A fresh approach to gundog training for beginners and seasoned trainers
alike, which explains how to train your Labrador so that he is a pleasure to work
with and an asset in the field. Contains sound advice on the selection of your
Labrador and valuable information on care and management from puppy to
veteran. Fully illustrated with 90 colour photographs. Margaret Allen has been
successfully training, trialling, breeding and showing Labradors since 1964 and
her dogs have been featured in various shooting magazines.
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