
Joint Publication JP 09 Joint Fire Support -
April 2019: Enhancing Joint Warfare
Capabilities
Joint Fire Support (JFS) is a critical component of modern warfare, ensuring
effective coordination and utilization of fire support assets across different military
branches and organizations. In April 2019, the latest edition of Joint Publication
JP 09 on Joint Fire Support was released, providing updated guidance and
strategic considerations for joint fire support operations.

What is Joint Publication JP 09 Joint Fire Support?

Joint Publication JP 09, titled "Joint Fire Support" is a comprehensive document
that outlines the principles, processes, and procedures related to joint fire support
and its integration into joint operations. It serves as a guide for commanders,
planners, and fire support personnel to enhance their understanding and
execution of joint fire support activities.

The April 2019 edition of JP 09 reflects the evolving nature of joint warfare
capabilities and incorporates lessons learned from recent conflicts and exercises.
It provides up-to-date information on joint fire support doctrine, tactics,
techniques, and procedures (DTTP) to optimize the coordination and delivery of
fire support assets in support of joint force commanders.
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The Importance of Joint Fire Support

Joint Fire Support plays a crucial role in achieving joint operational objectives by
integrating and synchronizing the delivery of fires from various platforms such as
artillery, close air support, naval gunfire, and unmanned systems. It enhances the
lethality, survivability, and situational awareness of joint forces, ensuring the
successful execution of missions across land, air, and sea domains.

Effective joint fire support requires close coordination and effective
communication between ground units and supporting assets. It involves the
careful planning and execution of targeting processes, including target
acquisition, clearance, and engagement procedures. Joint Publication JP 09
provides a comprehensive framework for achieving this synchronization,
promoting the interoperability of fire support systems and establishing common
terminology and procedures.

Key Updates in the April 2019 Edition

The April 2019 edition of Joint Publication JP 09 introduces several key updates
and revisions, reflecting the advancements in technology, changes in operational
environments, and lessons learned from real-world operations. Some of the
notable updates include:
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Integration of emerging technologies: The publication highlights the
integration of emerging technologies like unmanned systems, cyber
capabilities, and space-based assets into joint fire support operations.

Enhanced coordination with joint force components: The revised publication
emphasizes the importance of close coordination and integration with other
joint force components, such as maneuver units, intelligence organizations,
and air assets.

Improved joint targeting process: The updated JP 09 provides refined
guidance and procedures for the joint targeting process, covering target
development, nomination, validation, and engagement.

Expanded information on fire support coordination measures: The publication
includes additional details on fire support coordination measures (FSCMs) to
enhance situational awareness, deconfliction, and prevent fratricide or
unintended engagements.

Updated guidance on integrating Joint Fires Cells (JFCs): The April 2019
edition of JP 09 offers updated guidance on the establishment, operation,
and integration of Joint Fires Cells (JFCs) at various levels of command,
enabling effective joint fire support planning and execution.

Benefits and Implications for Joint Warfare

The latest edition of Joint Publication JP 09 is expected to provide numerous
benefits and implications for joint warfare capabilities:

Enhanced interoperability: By establishing a common set of principles,
processes, and procedures, the revised JP 09 facilitates improved
interoperability and coordination among different branches of the military,
coalition partners, and international allies.



Improved joint fire support planning and execution: The updated guidance
allows commanders and fire support personnel to better plan and execute
joint fire support operations, leading to more accurate and effective fires,
reduced collateral damage, and increased operational success.

Optimized use of emerging technologies: The integration of emerging
technologies into joint fire support operations enables commanders to
leverage unmanned systems, cyber capabilities, and space-based assets to
enhance targeting, situational awareness, and operational effectiveness.

Adaptive and responsive joint fire support procedures: The April 2019 edition
of JP 09 promotes flexibility and adaptability by providing doctrine and
procedures that can be tailored to different operational environments and
mission requirements.

Joint Publication JP 09 Joint Fire Support - April 2019 represents a significant
update to the doctrine, tactics, techniques, and procedures related to joint fire
support. It enhances the ability of joint forces to coordinate and leverage fire
support assets effectively, ensuring maximum lethality and operational success.
By incorporating advancements in technology, refining joint targeting processes,
and emphasizing coordination with other force components, JP 09 aims to
optimize joint warfare capabilities and safeguard the lives of personnel on the
battlefield.
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This manual, Joint Publication JP 3-09 Joint Fire Support April 2019: Provides an
overview of joint fire support, scheme of fires, and the relationship between joint
fire support and joint targeting. It describes joint force command structure and
function, component fires command and control organizations, and support
relationships employed to conduct joint fires. Presents the joint fire support
planning process, both pre-execution (operations planning) and during execution
(joint targeting cycle). Discusses considerations and factors involved during joint
fire support execution. Presents the process to assess joint fire support.
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