
Japanese Americans in World War II: A
Forgotten Story of Courage and Resilience
When we think about World War II, stories of heroism and sacrifice often come to
mind. However, there is one group of individuals whose contribution to the war
effort is often overlooked - Japanese Americans. The internment of Japanese
Americans during this time is well-documented, but the stories of those who
served bravely in the war are not as widely known. In this article, we will explore
the experiences of Japanese Americans during World War II and shed light on
their remarkable journey of courage and resilience.

The Internment Camps

After the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed
Executive Order 9066, which authorized the forced relocation and incarceration of
Japanese Americans living on the West Coast. More than 120,000 people, two-
thirds of whom were American citizens, were uprooted from their homes and
placed into internment camps. The internment camps were often crowded and
lacked adequate facilities, forcing Japanese Americans to live in deplorable
conditions.

Despite the unjust treatment they faced, many Japanese Americans remained
loyal to their country and sought ways to prove their patriotism. In response to the
discriminatory policies, the United States government formed the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, a segregated unit composed entirely of Japanese
American soldiers. This unit would go on to become one of the most decorated
units in U.S. military history.
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The 442nd Regimental Combat Team

The 442nd Regimental Combat Team consisted of brave young men who had
volunteered to fight for a country that had stripped them of their rights and
freedoms. They faced not only the dangers of war but also the prejudice of their
fellow soldiers. Their motto was "Go for Broke," a slang term that means risking
everything for the ultimate reward.

These Japanese American soldiers fought with incredible valor and
determination. They served in crucial battles across Europe, including the famous
rescue of the Lost Battalion in the Vosges Mountains of France. Despite being
heavily outnumbered and outgunned, the 442nd successfully rescued over 200
trapped soldiers, but not without significant casualties. Their heroism was
recognized with numerous medals, including 21 Medals of Honor, the highest
military decoration awarded by the United States.

The Japanese American Women's Contributions
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While the men were fighting on the front lines, Japanese American women also
played a crucial role in supporting the war effort. Many served as nurses in
military hospitals and volunteered with organizations like the American Red
Cross. Their skills and dedication helped save countless lives.

In addition to their contributions as nurses and volunteers, Japanese American
women also worked in defense industries. Despite facing discrimination and
skepticism, they took on essential jobs previously held by men who had left for
war. Their expertise in industries such as aerospace and manufacturing not only
contributed to the war effort but also paved the way for future generations of
women in these fields.

The Legacy of Japanese American Veterans

After World War II, despite their service and sacrifice, Japanese American
veterans returned to face continued prejudice and discrimination. Many struggled
to find employment and faced hostility from their communities. However, their
resilience and determination allowed them to overcome these obstacles.

Japanese Americans who served in World War II played a significant role in
challenging the stereotypes and prejudices held against them. Their extraordinary
bravery paved the way for the eventual redress and an official apology from the
United States government for the internment. In 1988, President Ronald Reagan
signed the Civil Liberties Act, which provided a formal apology and compensation
to surviving internees.

The Lessons to Learn

The story of Japanese Americans in World War II serves as a reminder of the
dangers of prejudice and discrimination during times of conflict. It teaches us the



importance of recognizing the contributions and sacrifices of all members of
society, regardless of their ethnicity or background.

By understanding and embracing these stories, we honor the courage and
resilience of the Japanese Americans who served in World War II. Their
experiences serve as a poignant reminder that it is essential to continue fighting
for justice, equality, and human rights for all.

The stories of Japanese Americans in World War II deserve to be remembered
and celebrated. Despite the injustice they faced, they demonstrated an
unwavering commitment to their country and a remarkable resilience in the face
of adversity. Their contributions to the war effort go beyond statistics - they
represent a powerful testament to the strength of the human spirit.

As we reflect upon the history of World War II, let us not forget the sacrifices and
hardships endured by Japanese Americans. Let us honor their legacy by
championing inclusivity, justice, and equality for all, ensuring that their stories
remain an integral part of our collective memory.
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Well established on college reading lists, Prisoners Without Trial presents a
concise to a shameful chapter in American history: the incarceration of nearly
120,000 Japanese Americans during World War II. With a new preface, a new
epilogue, and expanded recommended readings, Roger Daniels’s updated
edition examines a tragic event in our nation’s past and thoughtfully asks if it
could happen again.

“[A] concise, deft to a shameful chapter in American history: the incarceration of
nearly 120,000 Japanese-Americans during World War II.” — Publishers Weekly

“More proof that good things can come in small packages... [Daniels] tackle[s]
historical issues whose consequences reverberate today. Not only [does he] offer
cogent overviews of [the] issues, but [he] is willing to climb out on a critical limb...
for instance, writing about the incarceration of Japanese-Americans during WW
II... ‘this book has tried to explain how and why the outrage happened. That is the
role of the historian and his book, which is to analyze the past. But this historian
feels that analyzing the past is not always enough’ — and so he takes on the
question of ‘could it happen again?’ and concludes that there’s ‘an American
propensity to react against “foreigners” in the United States during times of
external crisis, especially when those “foreigners” have dark skins,’ and that
Japanese-Americans, at least, ‘would argue that what has happened before can
surely happen again.’” — Kirkus Reviews

“An outstanding resource that provides a clear and concise history of the mass
incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II.” — Alice Yang Murray,
University of California, Santa Cruz

“Especially in light of the events following September 11, 2001, Roger Daniels
has done us a great favor. In a slender book, he tells, with the assurance of a



master narrator, an immense story we — all of us — ignore at the peril of our
freedoms.” — Gary Y. Okihiro, Columbia University

“No book could be more timely. How, as a different immigrant minority is under
racial pressure associated with a feared enemy, the updated Prisoners Without
Trial helps us see clearly what lessons we may draw from the past.” — Paul
Spickard, author of Japanese Americans

“In the epilogue to the first edition of Prisoners without Trial, Roger Daniels
thoughtfully asked, ‘Could it happen again?’ Today, in post-9/11 America, that
question has an answer: It can and it has. Daniels addresses these issues in a
revised edition of this classic, and he finds the U.S. government perilously close
to repeating with the Arab American population mistakes it made with the
Japanese Americans.” — Johanna Miller Lewis, University of Arkansas at Little
Rock
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