
In Pursuit Of The English Documentary:
Uncovering Hidden Gems of the Genre
The English documentary has long been a staple of the film industry, captivating
audiences with its thought-provoking storytelling and innovative approach to
showcasing reality. From gripping true-crime documentaries to eye-opening
environmental films, the genre continues to push boundaries and provide viewers
with unique perspectives on the world we live in.

In this article, we delve into the world of English documentary filmmaking,
exploring its rich history, influential filmmakers, and the search for hidden gems
within the genre. Join us on a journey through time, as we uncover some of the
most impactful and captivating documentaries ever made.

The Evolution of the English Documentary

The English documentary has come a long way since its inception. From the
early days of silent films, such as John Grierson's groundbreaking "Drifters" in
1929, to modern masterpieces like Asif Kapadia's "Amy" in 2015, the genre has
continuously evolved and adapted to reflect the times in which it was created.
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Throughout the years, English documentary filmmakers have utilized various
techniques and styles to tell their stories, ranging from cinéma vérité to
mockumentary. Each approach brings a unique flavour to the genre, allowing
filmmakers to experiment with different storytelling methods and break
conventional rules.

One example of a groundbreaking English documentary is Michael Apted's "Up"
series. Spanning over several decades, this documentary follows the lives of a
group of individuals from different social backgrounds, checking in on them every
seven years. The series provides a fascinating insight into the human condition
and stands as a testament to the power of long-term storytelling.

The Pioneers of English Documentary Filmmaking

As with any genre, there are standout filmmakers who have left a lasting impact
on the English documentary. These pioneers have pushed boundaries,
challenged norms, and paved the way for future generations of filmmakers to
explore the genre in new and innovative ways.

One such pioneer is Sir David Attenborough, whose career has been dedicated to
bringing the wonders of the natural world to audiences across the globe. Through
his iconic documentaries like "Planet Earth" and "Blue Planet," Attenborough has
not only educated viewers about environmental conservation but also sparked a
renewed interest in exploring and protecting our planet.

Another influential filmmaker in the English documentary scene is Louis Theroux.
Known for his immersive and incisive approach to storytelling, Theroux has
brought attention to a wide range of social issues through his documentaries.
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From exploring the lives of criminals in "Behind Bars" to shedding light on
controversial subjects in "Louis Theroux's Weird Weekends," his work continues
to provoke thought and initiate important conversations.

Uncovering Hidden Gems: The Search for Unknown Documentaries

While there are many widely recognized English documentaries that have gained
critical acclaim, there are also numerous hidden gems waiting to be discovered.
These lesser-known documentaries offer unique perspectives, shed light on
lesser-known subjects, and often challenge preconceived notions.

One example of a hidden gem is "Dark Days" by Marc Singer. Released in 2000,
this documentary takes viewers into the tunnels beneath Manhattan, where a
community of homeless individuals has created their own society. Through
intimate and raw storytelling, Singer captures the struggles, resilience, and
humanity of these marginalized individuals, offering a glimpse into a world that
often goes unnoticed.

Another lesser-known gem is "The Arbor" by Clio Barnard. This documentary
explores the life and work of British playwright Andrea Dunbar, using a unique
blend of interviews, archival footage, and staged scenes. Through its innovative
approach, "The Arbor" reveals the complexities of Dunbar's life and the social
issues she confronted in her work.

The Influence of Technology on the English Documentary

Technology has played a significant role in shaping the English documentary
genre. Advancements in equipment have made filmmaking more accessible,
allowing aspiring filmmakers to capture real-life stories with minimal resources.



The rise of digital platforms, such as Netflix and YouTube, has also provided a
global stage for English documentaries to reach larger audiences. These
platforms offer a space for unique and independent voices to be heard, giving
filmmakers the opportunity to share their stories with the world.

The English documentary genre is a captivating and ever-evolving world of
storytelling. From its humble beginnings to its current state, the genre continues
to surprise and inspire audiences with its powerful narratives and thought-
provoking content.

As we continue to explore the vast array of English documentaries out there, let
us not forget to seek out the hidden gems, the lesser-known works that offer fresh
perspectives and enrich our understanding of the world. It is through these
discoveries that we can truly appreciate the artistry and impact of the English
documentary.

In Pursuit of the English: A Documentary
by Doris Lessing(Kindle Edition)

4.3 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 848 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 234 pages

"One of the most authentic books ever written about the English....Funny,
touching and so real that the smell and taste of London seem to rise from its
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pages." — San Francisco Chronicle

In Pursuit of the English is a novelist's account of a lusty, quarrelsome,
unscrupulous, funny, pathetic, full-blooded life in a working-class rooming house.
It is a shrewd and unsentimental picture of Londoners you've probably never met
or even read about--though they are the real English. The cast of characters — if
that term can be applied to real people — includes: Bobby Brent, a con man; Mrs.
Skeffington, a genteel woman who bullies her small child and flings herself down
two flights of stairs to avoid having another; and Miss Priest, a prostitute, who
replies to Lessing's question "Don't you ever like sex?" with "If you're going to talk
dirty, I'm not interested."

In swift, barbed style, in high, hard, farcical writing that is eruptively funny, Doris
Lessing records the joys and terrors of everyday life. The truth of her perception
shines through the pages of a work that is a brilliant piece of cultural
interpretation, an intriguing memoir and a thoroughly engaging read.
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