How The Common Core Is Ruining Our
Children's Futures And What We Can Do
About It

In recent years, the Common Core State Standards Initiative has been a highly
debatable topic when it comes to education systems worldwide. While
proponents argue that it standardizes educational expectations and ensures
students are adequately prepared for college and careers, critics believe it is
detrimental to the learning experience and restricts creativity and critical thinking
among students. This article aims to explore the negative impact of the Common
Core on our children's futures and propose actionable solutions to address these

concerns.

1. The Loss of Creativity and Critical Thinking

The Common Core curriculum focuses heavily on standardized testing, which
puts immense pressure on both students and teachers. The emphasis on
memorization and regurgitation of facts leaves little room for creativity and critical
thinking. Students feel confined by the rigid structure, unable to explore their own

ideas or think critically about the material they are learning.
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Instead of nurturing curiosity and encouraging independent thought, the Common
Core stifles the imagination and forces students to conform to a set of
predetermined answers. This approach hampers their ability to think innovatively
and problem-solve creatively, skills that are essential for success in the modern

world.

2. Increased Stress and Anxiety

The pressure to perform well on standardized tests places a significant burden on
our children's shoulders. From a young age, they are subjected to high stakes
assessments that determine their academic standing and potential future
opportunities. This intense focus on test scores contributes to increased stress

and anxiety levels in students.

Studies have shown that high levels of stress can negatively impact a child's
mental and physical well-being. It can lead to sleep disturbances, decreased
motivation, and even contribute to the development of anxiety disorders. The
Common Core's emphasis on standardized testing exacerbates these issues,

compromising our children's overall health and well-being.
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3. One-Size-Fits-All Approach

The Common Core curriculum operates on the assumption that all students learn
at the same pace and have a uniform set of educational needs. However, this
one-size-fits-all approach fails to account for the diverse learning styles and

individual strengths of students.

By disregarding the unique abilities and interests of each child, the Common Core
alienates those who may excel in alternative ways. It fails to provide a well-
rounded education that caters to all students' needs and limits their potential for

personal growth and success.
4. Deprioritizing Vital Subjects

While the Common Core prioritizes subjects like math and English language arts,
it often neglects other critical areas of education, such as art, music, physical
education, and social sciences. The narrow focus on assessment-driven

outcomes leads to reduced instructional time for these important subjects.

By devaluing the importance of a holistic education, the Common Core neglects
the development of a well-rounded individual. The skills gained from subjects like
art and music enhance creativity, critical thinking, and problem-solving abilities,

which are essential for success in diverse fields.
5. Lack of Parental Involvement

The Common Core has limited parents' ability to make informed decisions about
their child's education. The standardized curriculum leaves little room for parental

involvement in shaping their children's learning experiences.

Parents are often left feeling disconnected from their child's education, unable to

advocate for their unique needs or challenge the methods used in the classroom.



This lack of involvement undermines the importance of a collaborative effort
between parents, teachers, and students in ensuring the best educational

experience for our children.

Solutions:

1. Encourage a Balanced Approach:

We must advocate for a more balanced approach to education that values both
standardized testing and alternative assessment methods. By incorporating
project-based learning, interactive discussions, and problem-solving activities into
the curriculum, we can foster critical thinking and creativity while still addressing

the necessary educational requirements.

2. Individualized Instruction:

Implementing individualized instruction can help cater to the diverse learning
needs of students. This personalized approach acknowledges their unique
strengths and weaknesses, allowing them to progress at their own pace while

ensuring they receive the necessary support to succeed.

3. Involve Parents in Decision-Making:

Parents must have an active role in shaping their child's education. Establishing
open lines of communication between parents and educators will enable a
collaborative effort in addressing individual student needs and incorporating

parental input into educational decision-making processes.

4. Foster Creativity and Critical Thinking:



To counteract the stifling effects of the Common Core, schools should prioritize
fostering creativity and critical thinking skills. By integrating arts, music, and other
creative outlets into the curriculum, students can develop a well-rounded skillset

that enables them to approach challenges from multiple perspectives.
5. Comprehensive Education Approach:

It is crucial to emphasize the importance of a comprehensive education that
encompasses subjects beyond math and English language arts. By ensuring
adequate instructional time for subjects like art, music, physical education, and
social sciences, we enable students to develop a holistic understanding of the

world and equip them with essential life skills.

The Common Core's impact on our children's futures cannot be understated.
While it may have been introduced with good intentions, the negative
consequences are evident. However, by implementing the suggested solutions
and advocating for change, we can ensure our children receive a well-rounded

education that prepares them for a successful and fulfilling future.
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Since its inception five years ago, the Common Core curriculum has been nothing
short of a fabulous disaster. Millions of parents are outraged. Students attend
school in a constant state of anxiety. Educators are walking away from their
careers. Taxpayers are being ripped off as their tax dollars 'Race to the Top' of

corporations.

In this dynamic takedown of the Common Core, Brook Putnam uses a brutally
honest sense of humor to reveal how our education system is being stunted by
Bill Gates' grand scheme. Don't expect lots of educational jargon here; this is
written in language that every parent can understand. With over a decade of
experience in the classroom, Putnam details the fallout of the standardized
testing culture and the grim consequences that our young learners face. Putnam
leaves us with a firm plan of action that anyone can follow to remove the initiative
from our nation's vocabulary and our classrooms, reminding the reader that if Bill
Gates and Barack Obama's children are not required to take the Common Core,

then why should the rest of America?
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