
How Testing And Choice Are Undermining
Education
In today's education system, the focus on testing and choice has become
paramount. The pressure to perform well on standardized tests and the emphasis
on providing choices to students have inadvertently led to the undermining of
education. This article dives deep into the detrimental effects of testing and
choice on the overall quality of education.

The Rise of Standardized Testing

Standardized testing has gained significant prominence in recent years. It is used
as a tool to evaluate the performance of students, teachers, and even entire
schools. However, this narrow focus on test scores alone neglects the holistic
development of students. Education should not be reduced to a mere set of test-
taking skills.

Furthermore, the increased emphasis on standardized testing has led to the
narrowing of the curriculum. Subjects that are not frequently tested, such as arts,
music, and physical education, are often pushed aside to make room for more
test preparation. This has limited the students' exposure to a well-rounded
education.
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The Impact of Test Scores

The obsession with test scores has resulted in teaching to the test, where
teachers focus solely on the content likely to appear on exams. This approach
discourages critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills. Students
become passive recipients of information rather than active learners.

Moreover, the pressure to achieve high test scores can have detrimental effects
on students' mental health. The constant fear of failure, anxiety, and stress
associated with standardized testing can hinder their overall well-being.
Education should prioritize creating a supportive and nurturing environment for
students to thrive.

Unintended Consequences of School Choice

School choice policies allow parents and students to select schools based on
their preferences. While the idea of providing options may seem appealing, it
often leads to increased inequity in the education system. Schools with better
resources and reputations are often favored, leaving disadvantaged communities
with fewer choices.

Furthermore, the competition induced by school choice can lead to a focus on
marketing and presentation rather than actual educational quality. Schools may
prioritize attracting students and securing funding over providing high-quality
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education. This reinforces the notion that education is a commodity rather than a
right.

Reimagining Education

To ensure that education is not undermined by testing and choice, it is crucial to
shift the focus towards a more holistic approach. This includes adopting
alternative assessment methods that go beyond standardized testing, such as
project-based assessments, portfolios, and performance tasks. By evaluating
students' capabilities through diverse means, we can foster their overall growth
and development.

Additionally, education should prioritize the cultivation of critical thinking,
creativity, and problem-solving skills. Encouraging students to think independently
and develop their unique abilities will prepare them for the complexities of the real
world.

When it comes to choice, it is essential to address systemic inequities. Instead of
promoting competition among schools, resources should be distributed equitably
to ensure that every student has access to high-quality education regardless of
their ZIP code. Investing in teachers, reducing class sizes, and providing
comprehensive support services will contribute to a more equal education
system.

Testing and choice in education have inadvertently undermined the quality and
effectiveness of the system. By focusing solely on test scores, we neglect the
holistic development of students and fail to nurture their individual talents. The of
choice has further exacerbated inequities, as disadvantaged communities often
have limited access to high-quality schools.



We must reimagine education by embracing alternative assessment methods and
prioritizing the cultivation of critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
Furthermore, we need to address systemic inequities to ensure that every student
has equal opportunities for success. Only through these changes can we rebuild
an education system that truly empowers and prepares our future generation.
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An urgent case for protecting public education, from one of America's best-known
education experts

In this landmark book, Diane Ravitch - former assistant secretary of education
and a leader in the drive to create a national curriculum - examines her career in
education reform and repudiates positions that she once staunchly advocated.
Drawing on over forty years of research and experience, Ravitch critiques today's
most popular ideas for restructuring schools, including privatization, the Common
Core, standardized testing, the replacement of teachers by technology, charter
schools, and vouchers. She shows conclusively why the business model is not an
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appropriate way to improve schools. Using examples from major cities like New
York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Denver, and San Diego, Ravitch makes the case
that public education today is in peril and includes clear prescriptions for
improving America's schools.

The Death and Life of the Great American School System is more than just an
analysis of the state of play of the American education system. It is a must-read
for any stakeholder in the future of American schooling.
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