
Happy Endings: Finishing The Edges Of Your
Quilts

Quilting is not only a cherished craft but also an art form that has been passed
down through generations. The entire process of creating a quilt involves several
stages, from selecting fabrics to sewing intricate patterns. However, one often
overlooked but equally important aspect is finishing the edges of the quilt. In this
article, we will explore different techniques and tips to give your quilts the perfect
happy endings they deserve.

The Importance of a Properly Finished Quilt

A well-finished quilt not only adds durability but enhances the overall appearance
and longevity of your creation. Properly finishing the edges helps prevent fraying,
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ensures the quilt stays intact, and extends its lifespan. It also adds a professional
touch, making your quilts a pleasure to use and admire.
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Choosing the Right Method

There are several methods to choose from when it comes to finishing the edges
of your quilt. Let's explore some popular options:

1. Binding

Binding is a common and versatile method used to finish quilt edges. It involves
creating a narrow fabric strip and attaching it to the quilt's edges. Binding not only
adds a decorative touch but also encloses and secures the raw edges.

How to Add Binding:
To add binding, follow these simple steps:

1. Measure the quilt's perimeter to determine the required length of the binding
strip.
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2. Cut fabric strips, usually 2.5 inches wide, and sew them together to create a
long enough strip.

3. Fold the strip in half lengthwise and press to create a crease.

4. Align the raw edges of the binding strip with the raw edges of the quilt,
starting in the middle of one side. Pin in place.

5. Sew the binding strip to the quilt using a ¼ inch seam allowance.

6. Miters the corners for a clean and polished look.

7. Continue sewing until you reach the starting point. Overlap the ends, trim,
and sew them together.

2. Facing

Facing is an alternative method that provides a clean and modern finish. Instead
of attaching a visible binding, facing involves attaching a fabric strip to the quilt's
edges and folding it towards the back to create a clean edge. Facing works best
for quilts with irregular shapes or when you want the focus to be on the quilt's
design rather than a decorative border.

How to Add Facing:
To add facing to your quilt, follow these steps:

1. Measure the length and width of your quilt to determine the size of fabric
strips needed.

2. Cut fabric strips, usually 2 inches wide, and sew them together to create a
long enough strip.

3. Align the raw edge of the facing strip with the quilt's raw edge and sew with a
¼ inch seam allowance.



4. Once attached, fold the facing strip towards the back of the quilt, enclosing
the raw edges.

5. Press the facing strip, making sure it remains folded towards the back.

6. Edge stitch the facing strip to secure it in place.

Tips for a Flawless Finish

Now that you know some popular methods, here are some additional tips to help
you achieve a flawless finish:

Select the Right Fabric: Choose a fabric that complements your quilt's
design and color palette. Cotton or other durable fabrics work best for
binding and facing.

Measure Accurately: Ensure you measure the dimensions of your quilt
accurately to determine the required length of binding or facing strips.

Press Seams: Press your seams open or to the side before attaching the
binding or facing. This helps achieve a clean and professional look.

Trim Thread: Trim any loose threads or excess fabric to create a neat and
tidy finish.

Practice Mitered Corners: Mitered corners give your quilt a polished look.
Practice this technique on scrap fabric before attempting it on your quilt.

Experiment: Don't be afraid to experiment with different techniques.
Depending on your quilt's style and purpose, you may find alternative
methods that suit your needs better.

Finishing the edges of your quilts may seem like a small detail, but it significantly
impacts the overall quality and appearance of your creations. Whether you
choose binding or facing, be sure to measure accurately, select appropriate



fabrics, and practice the techniques. With these helpful tips, you'll be able to give
your quilts the happy endings they deserve, making them not only functional but
beautiful works of art.
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A must for every quilter's library, this is the classic book on finishing--back by
popular demand! First published in 1987, this popular resource has sold more
than 275,000 copies and is still the one quilters want. Well-known author and
quiltmaking expert Mimi Dietrich shows you all you need to know about finishing
quilts with style.

Discover dozens of creative ways to finish your quilts, from easy to advanced

Find terrific ideas for quilt backings, battings, bindings, and hanging sleeves

Get creative with a great section on quilt borders

Learn from Mimi Dietrich's "Happy Ending Hints," sprinkled throughout the
book

FREE

https://best-book-downloads.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkJFMlRRV0tuWDl0d21xU29oaW1WdGJ1N2VxUzBNaU1BWVFJcFQ3a3BoTlBKZXAwNGtuNlRrVXBkNmRFaUdsT0F5c0ZNN2I5WldcL0pZZDFMVWxPQTJzXC8zZ2tFVGhqNWtKRDg4Y1dLWDBWa3VCVUVHaWtGY0lVeU9TRlBhSGhuQWdiTlozNUNBMVhUTUVtZFJ1SUlPeERMcXBDd1plSTNrblBlVDZNOGxGUnNoYVdIS1JMRWpSa3BNd3dQZW5LemxLIiwiaXYiOiJiMWVlNjg3NDRjMmQxZTc5OTc4Y2UxYzYzN2FiYzJiZiIsInMiOiI5NjU3ZDEyZWI0MzdhYjk5In0%3D
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik1BbVVnWDB2VzdaMXVGQjlZVkk3VHdsVWsrb2JwaWxwUGUxVnp5ZkpFTlFWRllMcnFreWp6YVlUbk42aDFkeXNcL01uSHRTR09OZ1BSR2NldFVZZ3J5bElITnJkZGJRZVlob3hBYXE4Z0x3VGtIV1wvcHYzcFh4QlJVMDFuNXR5RDFGUFwvZ1lCaU5QTXZBWVJadDZtTXc5aGZoUmEzZjRrOEVaMjdFa2hjQTRyZjRBMG5GM21YTFhNR2NTb0k1S3pPYyIsIml2IjoiOGUwMTFkZTU4ODIxNDI4Y2ViODhhMTk1OTFjMjIwYmIiLCJzIjoiOGE2ZDA1NzFhNTczYzI1YSJ9
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkZDanpMK1QwQml1XC8zc2dPSDVWOFZOYzFTQmxPK0JEQ29vRkppb0NmYnp3ZWhFcmtjNTJEUjZwUTZmSjBkcE5vQ0xhOThxTFAwUjJIXC9WRmVzXC9pNm1VbnRWdEI4aHZqRnczTTlMT29TRWpoYlU1UXJaTjNYNjJpWHhZUzE0Q01MMDI3UE5JQlNvR2haZWhQdTNER2ZGTks4R3ZkckJNbGFXWXBzZzFncElwUCt2b3NzUmQxcWZzeG9KK3BVeDdCSSIsIml2IjoiNmJmZjQ0NWYwZWRhNmVkMTVmMGRhYzk4YzZkNDM4N2YiLCJzIjoiZDJkNTYxY2QzMTJkYmNmOSJ9


Tango For Chromatic Harmonica Dave Brown:
Unleashing the Soulful Melodies
The hauntingly beautiful sound of the chromatic harmonica has
mesmerized music enthusiasts for decades. It is an instrument that
effortlessly blends with various genres,...

How To Tie The 20 Knots You Need To Know
Knot-tying is an essential skill that everyone should possess. Whether
you're an outdoor enthusiast, a sailor, or simply a regular person who
enjoys DIY...

The Politics Experiences and Legacies of War
in the US, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand
War has always had a profound impact on nations, shaping their politics,
experiences, and legacies. This article examines how the United States,
Canada, Australia,...

The Psychedelic History Of Mormonism Magic
And Drugs
Throughout history, the connections between religion and altered states
of consciousness have always been fascinating. One such connection
that may surprise many is the...

https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Tango%20For%20Chromatic%20Harmonica%20Dave%20Brown%20Unleashing%20the%20Soulful%20Melodies.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Tango%20For%20Chromatic%20Harmonica%20Dave%20Brown%20Unleashing%20the%20Soulful%20Melodies.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/How%20To%20Tie%20The%2020%20Knots%20You%20Need%20To%20Know.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/How%20To%20Tie%20The%2020%20Knots%20You%20Need%20To%20Know.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Politics%20Experiences%20and%20Legacies%20of%20War%20in%20the%20US%2C%20Canada%2C%20Australia%2C%20and%20New%20Zealand.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Politics%20Experiences%20and%20Legacies%20of%20War%20in%20the%20US%2C%20Canada%2C%20Australia%2C%20and%20New%20Zealand.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Psychedelic%20History%20Of%20Mormonism%20Magic%20And%20Drugs.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Psychedelic%20History%20Of%20Mormonism%20Magic%20And%20Drugs.pdf


The Practical Japan Travel Guide: All You Need
To Know For A Great Trip
Japan, known for its unique blend of tradition and modernity, is a
fascinating country that offers endless wonders to explore. From ancient
temples to...

The Alpha And Omega Of The Great Pyramid:
Unlocking the Mysteries of the Ancient Wonder
The Great Pyramid of Giza is undeniably one of the most fascinating
structures in the world. Standing tall and proud for thousands of years,
its...

Digital Subtraction Flash Cards in Color:
Shuffled Twice to Help You Memorize
Arithmetic!
Mathematics is an essential subject that plays a crucial role in our
everyday lives. It forms the foundation for problem-solving skills and
logical thinking. As...

Unveiling the Enigma: Explore the Fascinating
World of Bang Barry Lyga
Hello, dear readers! Today, we have a real treat for all literature
enthusiasts as we dive deep into the captivating world of Bang Barry
Lyga. Renowned for his exceptional...

https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Practical%20Japan%20Travel%20Guide%20All%20You%20Need%20To%20Know%20For%20A%20Great%20Trip.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Practical%20Japan%20Travel%20Guide%20All%20You%20Need%20To%20Know%20For%20A%20Great%20Trip.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Alpha%20And%20Omega%20Of%20The%20Great%20Pyramid%20Unlocking%20the%20Mysteries%20of%20the%20Ancient%20Wonder.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Alpha%20And%20Omega%20Of%20The%20Great%20Pyramid%20Unlocking%20the%20Mysteries%20of%20the%20Ancient%20Wonder.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Digital%20Subtraction%20Flash%20Cards%20in%20Color%20Shuffled%20Twice%20to%20Help%20You%20Memorize%20Arithmetic%21.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Digital%20Subtraction%20Flash%20Cards%20in%20Color%20Shuffled%20Twice%20to%20Help%20You%20Memorize%20Arithmetic%21.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Unveiling%20the%20Enigma%20Explore%20the%20Fascinating%20World%20of%20Bang%20Barry%20Lyga.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Unveiling%20the%20Enigma%20Explore%20the%20Fascinating%20World%20of%20Bang%20Barry%20Lyga.pdf



