
Field Manual FM 96 FM 90 Brigade Combat
Team October 2015: The Ultimate Guide to
Effective Military Operations
The Field Manual FM 96 FM 90 Brigade Combat Team October 2015 is a
comprehensive guide that serves as the backbone of military operations. It
provides soldiers with the necessary knowledge and skills to conduct effective
and efficient combat operations in various environments. This article will delve
into the details of this field manual, discussing its purpose, key components, and
the importance of its implementation.

Field Manual FM 96 FM 90 Brigade Combat Team October 2015, also known as
FM 96-2.1, is a manual specifically designed for Brigade Combat Teams (BCTs).
Published in October 2015, it aims to enhance the combat effectiveness of BCTs
by providing a standardized approach to planning, executing, and assessing
military operations.

The manual serves as a guide for commanders, staff officers, and soldiers at all
levels of the Brigade Combat Team. Its purpose is to equip them with the
knowledge and skills required to accomplish a wide range of missions across
different operational environments. By adhering to the principles outlined in FM
96 FM 90, BCTs can optimize their combat power and successfully achieve their
objectives.
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Key Components

FM 96 FM 90 is divided into several chapters, each covering a specific aspect of
military operations. Here are some of its key components:

Chapter 1: to the Brigade Combat Team

This chapter provides an overview of the BCT and its structure. It details the roles
and responsibilities of key personnel within the team and explains the importance
of effective leadership and communication. Understanding the composition and
functions of a BCT is crucial for successful mission accomplishment.

Chapter 2: Operations

The second chapter dives into the details of military operations. It covers the five
phases of combat and explores the principles of offensive, defensive, and stability
operations. This section outlines the guidelines for planning and executing
operations, emphasizing the importance of thorough preparation and adaptability
in the face of changing circumstances.

Chapter 3: Intelligence Preparation of the Battlefield
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This chapter focuses on the critical process of intelligence preparation. It delves
into techniques and methods for collecting, analyzing, and disseminating
intelligence, enabling BCTs to develop a comprehensive understanding of the
operational environment. By effectively employing intelligence assets, BCTs can
anticipate enemy actions, exploit vulnerabilities, and maintain situational
awareness.

Chapter 4: Fires

The fourth chapter explores the topic of fires, including the effective employment
of artillery, mortars, and other lethal and nonlethal systems. It emphasizes the
integration of fires with maneuver operations and the importance of accurate
targeting and coordination. Proper utilization of fires can significantly enhance the
combat power of a BCT, neutralizing enemy threats and supporting friendly
forces.

Chapter 5: Command and Control

Chapter 5 discusses the crucial aspect of command and control within a BCT. It
covers the principles of mission command, emphasizing decentralized decision-
making, and the need for effective communication throughout the chain of
command. By establishing clear lines of authority and well-defined processes,
BCTs can maintain unity of effort and synchronize the actions of its subordinate
units.

Importance of FM 96 FM 90

The Field Manual FM 96 FM 90 Brigade Combat Team October 2015 serves as
an invaluable resource for military personnel. It provides a standardized
framework for planning, executing, and assessing military operations. By
adhering to its guidelines, BCTs can optimize their combat effectiveness and
ensure mission success.



Effective implementation of FM 96 FM 90 enhances the cohesion, coordination,
and efficiency of a Brigade Combat Team. It equips soldiers with the necessary
tools to make informed decisions, adapt to changing circumstances, and achieve
operational objectives. Furthermore, it promotes interoperability and
synchronization of efforts across the various elements within a BCT, enabling
seamless collaboration between different units and functions.

Ultimately, FM 96 FM 90 plays a pivotal role in fostering military readiness and
combat capabilities. Its comprehensive coverage of various operational aspects
empowers soldiers to face the challenges of modern warfare confidently. By
embracing the principles outlined in this manual, Brigade Combat Teams can
effectively overcome obstacles, achieve victory, and safeguard the interests of
their nation.

The Field Manual FM 96 FM 90 Brigade Combat Team October 2015 is a vital
resource for military personnel involved in combat operations. Its comprehensive
coverage of various operational aspects equips soldiers with the knowledge and
skills needed to achieve success. By adhering to its principles, BCTs can optimize
their combat power, enhance coordination, and achieve operational objectives
efficiently. FM 96 FM 90 serves as a cornerstone for effective military operations,
ensuring the readiness and effectiveness of Brigade Combat Teams.
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Field Manual FM 3-96 (FM 3-90.6) Brigade Combat Team October 2015 provides
doctrine for the brigade combat team (BCT). This publication describes
relationships, organizational roles and functions, capabilities and limitations, and
responsibilities within the BCT. Tactics, the employment and ordered arrangement
of forces in relation to each other (CJCSM 5120.01),are discussed in this manual
and are intended to be used as a guide. They are not prescriptive. FM 3-96
applies to the infantry brigade combat team, Stryker brigade combat team, and
armored brigade combat team. This publication supersedes FM 3-90.6, Brigade
Combat Team.

To comprehend the doctrine contained in this publication, readers must first
understand the principles of the Army profession and the Army ethic as described
in ADP 1, The Army. Readers also must understand the principles of war, the
nature of unified land operations, and the links between the operational and
tactical levels of war described in JP 3-0, Joint Operations; ADP 3-0, and ADRP
3-0, Unified Land Operations; FM 3-94, Theater Army, Corps, and Division
Operations, and ATP 3-91, Division Operations. In addition, readers should
understand the fundamentals of the operations process found in ADP 5-0 and
ADRP 5-0, The Operations Process, associated with offensive and defensive
tasks contained in FM 3-90-1, Offense and Defense Volume 1, and
reconnaissance, security, and tactical enabling tasks contained in FM 3-90-2,
Reconnaissance Security and Tactical Enabling Tasks, Volume 2. The reader
must comprehend how stability tasks described in ADP 3-07 and ADRP 3-07,
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Stability, carry over and affect offensive and defensive tasks and vice versa.
Readers must understand how the operation process fundamentally relates to the
Army’s design methodology, military decisionmaking process, and troop-leading
procedures and the principles of mission command as described in ADP 6-0 and
ADRP 6-0, Mission Command, and FM 6-0, Command and Staff Organization
and Operations.

The principal audience for FM 3-96 is the commanders, staffs, officers, and
noncommissioned officers of the brigade, battalions, and squadron within the
BCT. The audience also includes the United States Army Training and Doctrine
Command institutions and components, and the United States Army Special
Operations Command. This publication serves as an authoritative reference for
personnel developing doctrine, materiel and force structure, institutional and unit
training, and standard operating procedures for the BCT.
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