
Few And Chosen Cardinals: The Elite Group
Shaping the Vatican

When thinking about the Vatican, the first image that comes to mind is probably
the Pope. However, behind every Pope are the Few and Chosen Cardinals, a
select group of individuals who hold significant influence within the Catholic
Church. From advising the Pope to electing new Popes, the Cardinals play a
pivotal role in shaping the destiny of the Holy See.

The Origins and Function of the College of Cardinals

The College of Cardinals has its roots in the early days of Christianity when
bishops from various regions would gather to discuss matters of doctrine and
resolve disputes. Over time, the role of these bishops evolved, and it wasn't until
the 11th century that Pope Nicholas II established the College of Cardinals as we
know it today.
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The primary function of the Cardinals is to serve as advisors to the Pope. They
assist him in the governance of the Church and provide guidance on matters of
doctrine, social issues, and the overall mission of the Church. Additionally, the
College of Cardinals is responsible for electing new Popes, a process known as
the papal conclave.

The Criteria for Becoming a Cardinal

Not just anyone can become a Cardinal. There are certain criteria that candidates
must meet to be considered for this prestigious role. According to the current
Catholic Church law, a Cardinal must be a bishop, usually ordained in the Latin
Rite, although exceptions have been made for Eastern Catholic bishops.

Furthermore, the Pope has the authority to appoint any Catholic male as a
Cardinal, regardless of whether he is a bishop or not. This power to select non-
bishop Cardinals allows the Pope to recognize individuals who have made
significant contributions to the Church in areas such as theology, academia, or
pastoral work.

The Power and Influence of the Cardinals

The Cardinals' power and influence extend far beyond their role as advisors to
the Pope. As key figures within the Church, they are responsible for governing
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various Vatican offices and dicasteries, such as the Secretariat of State, the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and the Congregation for the Causes
of Saints.

Moreover, the College of Cardinals holds the ultimate responsibility of electing the
Pope. After the death or resignation of a Pope, the Cardinals gather in the Sistine
Chapel to elect his successor. This secretive process, known as the papal
conclave, is one of the most significant events in the Catholic Church, with the
outcome shaping the future direction of the Church.

The Challenges Faced by Cardinals

Being a Cardinal is not an easy task. Alongside the privileges and responsibilities
come numerous challenges. Cardinals often face immense pressure, both
internal and external, as they navigate the delicate balance between tradition and
modernity within the Church.

Additionally, Cardinals are expected to uphold the highest standards of morality
and integrity. Any scandal or controversy involving a Cardinal can have severe
consequences for both the individual and the Church as a whole. Therefore, the
role of a Cardinal requires not only wisdom and knowledge but also
steadfastness and commitment.

Few and Chosen: The Cardinal's Impact on the World

With their influence spanning across the globe, the Few and Chosen Cardinals
play a crucial role in shaping not only the Vatican but also the world. Through
their teachings, social teachings, and humanitarian efforts, Cardinals contribute to
addressing global issues, such as poverty, social inequality, and environmental
challenges.



Furthermore, Cardinals act as ambassadors of the Church, representing and
promoting Catholic values in international dialogues and negotiations. Their
efforts contribute to fostering interreligious harmony and peace at a time when
religious tensions continue to pose significant challenges worldwide.

The Future of the College of Cardinals

As the Catholic Church continues to evolve and face new challenges, the role of
the College of Cardinals will undoubtedly adapt as well. The appointment of
Cardinals from non-traditional regions, increased lay representation, and greater
inclusivity are just a few of the changes that we may witness in the future.

The Few and Chosen Cardinals will continue to be at the forefront of these
changes, guiding the Church through tumultuous times and ensuring its
relevance for generations to come. Their collective wisdom and dedication to
serving the Church make them a pillar of strength and a source of inspiration for
Catholics worldwide.

The Few and Chosen Cardinals hold a unique and esteemed position within the
Catholic Church. Their influence on the Vatican, the Pope, and the world cannot
be understated. As they continue to navigate the challenges and opportunities
that lie ahead, the Cardinals will undoubtedly leave an indelible mark on the
future of the Church, ensuring its enduring legacy for generations to come.

So, the next time you think of the Vatican, remember that the Few and Chosen
Cardinals are the ones shaping one of the oldest and most influential institutions
in the world.
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Part historical catalog, part biography, and part baseball primer for beginners and
experts alike, this account lists the arguably best five players at each position by
one of the best players in St. Louis history—Tim McCarver. The book is ideal for
any baseball fan who wants to learn more about the game and includes
immortals such as Cy Young, Stan Musial, Ozzie Smith, Bob Gibson, Lou Brock,
Curt Flood, Leo Durocher, Steve Carlton, and Mark McGwire.
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