
Encounters With The Corvids Of North
America

Corvids, a highly intelligent family of birds that include species like crows, ravens,
and jays, have always intrigued nature enthusiasts. North America provides a rich
habitat for these charismatic birds, offering birdwatchers and researchers
countless opportunities to observe their fascinating behavior. In this article, we
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delve into the world of corvids, sharing exciting encounters and shedding light on
their remarkable attributes that make them truly exceptional creatures.

The Enigmatic Raven

The raven, with its glossy black feathers and distinct call, has captivated humans
for centuries. Considered one of the smartest animals on the planet, ravens
exhibit a remarkable ability to problem-solve and even engage in play. One
incredible encounter involved a group of researchers witnessing a raven cleverly
using a stick to retrieve food from a hard-to-reach location. It was a moment that
showcased the ingenuity and resourcefulness of these stunning birds.
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Another fascinating aspect of ravens' behavior is their ability to form strong social
bonds. These intelligent creatures mate for life and often engage in cooperative
activities such as building nests and protecting their territories. Observing a pair
of ravens collaborating in constructing an intricate nest high up in a tree can leave
anyone in awe of their determination and teamwork.
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Furthermore, ravens have been known to mimic human speech, adding another
layer of intrigue to their already enigmatic persona. Imagine encountering a raven
that greets you with a friendly "hello" or even mimics other bird species' calls.
Such experiences demonstrate the uncanny intelligence and adaptability of these
magnificent creatures.

Whether soaring through the skies or perched on a treetop, ravens never fail to
leave a lasting impression on those fortunate enough to cross their path.

The Cunning Crow

Crows, often associated with their infamous reputation as "tricksters," possess an
incredible amount of intelligence and adaptability. Their distinctive caw and jet-
black plumage make them instantly recognizable in the North American
landscape.

One captivating encounter involves the extraordinary problem-solving skills of
crows. Researchers conducted an experiment where they placed hidden food in
various locations, challenging the crows to find it. Astoundingly, not only did the
crows locate the food, but they also remembered the locations and returned to
them even after a considerable period of time. This showcases their exceptional
memory and ability to navigate complex environments.

Another intriguing behavior of crows is their inclination to use tools. They have
been observed fashioning twigs into hooks to retrieve insects from tree bark or
even cracking nuts using rocks. Witnessing crows demonstrating such tool-
making skills provides a profound insight into their ingenuity and problem-solving
capabilities.

Additionally, crows are also known for their social interactions. They often work
together as a group to protect their territories from larger predators or to fend off



threats posed by other bird species. Observing a murder of crows engaging in
coordinated strategies to achieve a common goal is both mesmerizing and
inspiring.

Whether engaging in games of aerial acrobatics or demonstrating their dancing
prowess, crows prove time and again why their enigmatic nature continues to
captivate the imaginations of many.

The Playful Jays

Jays, adorned with vibrant plumage, add a splash of color to the North American
forests. Their striking blue feathers and distinctive crests make them a sight to
behold. But there's more to these beautiful birds than just their appearances.

One remarkable encounter involved a group of birdwatchers who witnessed a
gathering of jays engaging in play. These playful birds took turns chasing each
other, performing acrobatic feats in mid-air, and even indulging in games of catch
with small objects. The sheer joy and exuberance displayed by these jays
provided a unique perspective on their playful nature.

Jays are also known for their remarkable vocal capabilities. They have a wide
repertoire of calls, each serving different purposes, from warning others about
predators to signaling food sources. It is not uncommon to hear a melodious
symphony of jays' calls echoing through the forests during the early hours of the
morning. Experiencing the symphony of jays and their intricate communication
leaves a lasting impression on any nature enthusiast.

Furthermore, jays are fond of hoarding food. They stash food in various locations
to ensure a steady supply during times of scarcity. Witnessing a jay filling its beak
with seeds and then meticulously hiding them in different places highlights their
resourcefulness and forward-thinking nature.



Whether marveling at their aerial acrobatics or listening to their melodious calls,
encounters with jays offer a delightful and enchanting experience.

Encounters with the corvids of North America provide a window into the
extraordinary world of these intelligent and charismatic birds. From the enigmatic
ravens and their remarkable problem-solving skills to the cunning crows' tool-
making abilities and the playful nature of jays, each encounter offers a glimpse
into the lives of these magnificent creatures.

The next time you venture outdoors, keep an eye and an ear out for the corvids
that inhabit North America. Their encounters will undoubtedly leave you with a
newfound appreciation for the natural world and its incredible diversity.
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The Wise Guys are the corvids - the crows, jays, magpies, and nutcrackers which
make up the Crow Family. Including all of the corvids of North America, the author
relates his encounters with this family of birds, from close encounters at his bird
feeders and in his Vermont neighborhood, to historical encounters in the work of
America’s pioneerinmg ornithologists (notably Alexander Wilson, John James
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Audubon),and casual encounters during his travels to national parks. Richly
illustrated with over 100 photographs and 50 historical works of art, Wise Guys is
a celebration of these intelligent and complex birds.
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