
Embarking on Ronald Dworkin's Ethical
Journey: Justice For Hedgehogs

In the realm of legal philosophy, Ronald Dworkin's concept of "Justice For
Hedgehogs" has sparked significant debates and discussions. With its long-tail
clickbait title, this article aims to provide a comprehensive exploration of the
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foundamental principles and ideas behind Dworkin's acclaimed work. So, let's
dive right into the ethical journey that Justice For Hedgehogs entails!

Main Body

Understanding "Justice For Hedgehogs"

The term "Justice For Hedgehogs" refers to Ronald Dworkin's groundbreaking
book, published in 2011. In this philosophical masterpiece, Dworkin sets out to
establish a comprehensive moral framework that could guide our collective
understanding of justice.
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Central to Dworkin's theory is the idea that morality and law are deeply
intertwined. He argues against a strict separation between the two, emphasizing
the importance of morality in interpreting legal rules and reaching fair decisions.
Instead of viewing law as a set of rigid rules, Dworkin envisions a more nuanced
understanding of law's role in promoting ethical values.

The "Hedgehogs" and the "Foxes"

Dworkin introduces two distinct approaches to legal interpretation: the hedgehogs
and the foxes. Hedgehogs, in this context, are individuals who believe that there
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is a single correct answer to legal dilemmas, accessible through rigorous
reasoning. Foxes, on the other hand, argue that no single answer exists and that
legal decisions should be subjective and context-dependent.

Dworkin aligns himself with the hedgehogs, advocating for a principled approach
to legal interpretation. He argues that judges should engage in "moral reasoning"
by applying ethical principles and values to their decision-making process.
Through moral reasoning, Dworkin aims to bridge the gap between law and
ethics, promoting fairness and justice within legal systems.

Dworkin's Theory of Legal Interpretation

One of the significant contributions of Dworkin's book is his theory of legal
interpretation. According to Dworkin, legal interpretation should be focused on
discovering the best interpretation of the law that is consistent with fundamental
moral principles.

He rejects the idea of legal interpretation as a mere search for the original intent
of lawmakers or the text's plain meaning. Instead, Dworkin argues that
interpreting the law requires a thorough understanding of its background moral
principles and values. By uncovering these underlying principles, judges can
reach decisions that align with the aim of justice.

Justice as Integrity

Another crucial aspect of Dworkin's theory is his concept of "justice as integrity."
Dworkin argues that justice should be understood as a value that upholds the
community's shared values and past decisions. He believes that constitutional
rights and principles should be seen as evolving, rather than fixed.



For Dworkin, the integrity of law requires judges to respect and promote
fundamental moral rights, even if they conflict with popular opinion or established
laws. He argues that the law should strive to achieve "fit" between people's rights
and society's principles, even if those principles evolve over time.

Ronald Dworkin's "Justice For Hedgehogs" presents an intriguing and thought-
provoking ethical framework that challenges traditional notions of law and
morality. Dworkin's emphasis on moral reasoning and the dynamic nature of
justice provides a fresh perspective on legal interpretation. As we continue to
explore the complexities of justice in society, Dworkin's work will undoubtedly
remain a cornerstone in the field of legal philosophy.
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In Dworkin’s master work, the central thesis is that all areas of value depend on
one another. This is one, big thing that the hedgehog knows, in contrast to the
fox, who knows many little things. Dworkin’s understanding of the relationship—
between ethics, morality, and political morality—is significantly revised and also
greatly elaborated. He argues that “dignity” is the essential core of living well and
that a satisfactory account of dignity would, in turn, point to two principles. The
first states that it is objectively important that each person’s life go well; and the
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second that each person has a special responsibility for identifying what counts
as success in his or her own life. Dworkin believes that values cohere and that in
order to defend that coherence he has to take up a broad variety of philosophical
issues that are not normally treated in one book. He discusses the metaphysics
of value, the character of truth, the nature of interpretation, the conditions of
agreement and disagreement, the phenomenon of moral responsibility and the
problem of free will as well as more substantive issues of ethical, moral and legal
theory.
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